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To
TH E ONE GOD OF HEAVEN AND EAR TH,
IN THE TRINITY OF HIS SACRED PERSONS,
BE ALL HONOUR AND GLORY
WORLD WITHOUT END ,
AMEN .

TO THE GLORIOUS FATHER,
AS THE COVENANT GOD OF | SRAEL;

TO THE GRACIOUS SON,
THE REDEEMER OF HIS PEOPLE;

TO THE HoOLY GHOST,
THE AUTHOR OF SANCTIFICATION

BE EVERLASTING PRAISE FOR THAT GOSPEL OF
THE FREE GRACE OF GOD,
HEREIN PROCLAIMED UN TO MEN .
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PREFACE

THE SEVENTHYyearly volume of Sermons is sent forth to
t he wor |l d wi t h t he Autandr 6 s
sincerest prayersgat years of public ministry amid thronging
multitudes supply the modilessed recollections. The
faithfulness of God, the fellowship of Christ, the comforts of
the Spirit, th@ower of prayer, the prevalence of faith, the force
of truth, the glory of thgospel, and other kindriedaverborn
truths have received plentiful illustrations in our experience, for
which we would rende@ur joyous praise. Preserved in Jesus
amid daily temptations, supplied with strength for incessant
labors,guided through singu difficulties, and comforted
under ferocious attacks, we can sing unto thewidoodhas
been at our right hand in every time of need. The All
sufficiency of God we have joyouglsoved, while the
insufficiency of the creature we have painfully feh.i¥/ gie
help of man, but glorious the right arm of the Most High!

The reader will frequently be compelled to observe the
imperfections and infirmities of the preach®rthey show
themselves in these hasty productions, but if he is taught of
God, thiswill only cause hirthe more fully to acknowledge
the grace and power of our glorious Lord, who works by feeble
meansand makes the weakness of the instrument a foil to set
forth more clearly the glory of the great wotkeyur case, no
flesh has reando glory. What the Lord has worked cannot in
this instance be ascriliedhuman learning, position, influence,
title, family, or refinement. Unaided by any of these things, the
countrylad preached as the Spirit gave him utterance, and as a
London pastohe desires to do the saewer belongs unto
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God; as for mortal might, what does it? There at Your altar, O
Lord, let all honornd glory be laid! We are Your debtors
immersed in debt, and we can give You nothing but our love,
and even the power to offiis we must first of all receive at
Your hands!

These discourses are purely extempore, and although
reported with singular accuracy, as there aneanascripts
with which to compare the report, errors will creep in. The
hasty manner of the getting aitthe sermons must again
excuse the sadly numerous errors
who expectelaboration and exact accuracy in an extempore
discourse, and especially in a report printed thelayexand
published the next, deserves to be disafgub Such as they
are, we send them forth; we wikby could be revised and
improved, but as this cannot be done, we issue them as best we
can.

In the matter of gospel doctrine, we trust no reader will
perceive any variation. No new gospelwawmd to declare.
More faith is needed, but not a new creed; a firmer confidence,
but not a bettecovenant; a stronger trust, but not a more solid
foundation. Developments, discoveries, and theomzraye
content to leave to those who, having never thstedd wine,
are naturally thirsty for the ne®@wur colors are nailed to the
mast, and in doctrine we take for our ma@tt&, e mp.ed Wed e m
are fooliskenough, as the new divines would say, to be content
with the old theology, and even to believe itpatua of
i mprovement . We do not think the
advance upon Paul and Peter; noveoank Messrs. Maurice,
Kingsley, and others of the cloudy schools, with Luther and
Calvin. Pestilefieresies advocated by cunning and crafty men,
who By in wait to deceive, are endeavoring to sap the
foundations of all our churches, and our only safety lies in
adhering tenaciously to the old truth, aeeéking a fresh

Vi
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baptism of the Holy Spirit, that the life of God may be
continued i n fasttulhe mfii @lrsm . o fo HOd Wnd

During the past year, 200,000 copies of our sermons have
been presented to the Universitie€ambridge and Oxford.

A selection having been made of those which touched the more
vital points offaith and godliness, the senmaavere made up

into volumes; and, as far as possible, all tutors, hémidses

and students, received a copy. Much prayer has been offered
that their perusal may be blessetthéoeternal benefit of our
land. Not for any sectarian end, but solely emmpte the
conversion of menthese sermons were purchased and
distributed by one who is content in obscurity to be all
unknown, anavho will probably regret that any public allusion

is made to his generous deed. Such an act has besmlly
precedent in thhistory of literature, and we could not resist
the temptation to record it. In anothguarter, a similar
distribution is contemplat@dmay we affectionately beg for
the prayers of all whivave profited by the sermons in any
measure, that God may smile nuplois great work, and get
honorunto Himself thereby!

In addition to former French, Welsh, Dutch, German, and
Swedish issues, a new translation haspoepared for the
great German nations, and a large edition will be ready for the
famous Leipzig bodir. O Spirit of God, go with the Word
and make it mighty to win souls!

The ser mon, ONone but Jesus, 6 I
Aborigines of New Zealand, and sdimeusands have been
distributed. The reading of this sermon in Auckland, New
Zealand, haled to severabnversions among Europeans and
natives.

Selections of plain discourses have been sent out to the
Bahamas, Bermudas, and other West Ifsléards, for the use

Vii
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of the lay preachers, and thus another sphere of usefulness has
been opened tos.
The O0Era,éd and other American
reprint the weekly sermon, and even ifethé/est, the smaller
journals find it convenient to fill up their columns with these
discourses, and thtieey are enabled to journey wherever the
presshas power. In our own country, the various bookhawking
societies find that the sermons occupy a prominent place in the
list of periodicals. In rural distridtseey are read from the
pulpits of many chapels, and in the cottagetings of the
poor. At thesickbed they minister comfort, and in the street
they teach of Christ, the sinner
According to custom, for the guidance of gratuitous
distribution, we would indicate those discounsbsse
usefulness has come under our own notice.
Several grsons have joined the Church who profess to
have found Christ, or to have been savinglyessed with a
sense of sin, through those entitlédF i r st Resurrect
ONone but Jefsaurs, 8| vBto®Uuirmymg Soul
Broken Col umn, 6 dasn dt @ Gohded sFiFri gts tS
OPl enRedampti oné was del i vered
although it appears in this volume; during the period hdmch
elapsed since its delivery, several persons have mentioned it as
having been the means of their conversion.
Our heart has been made glad by many written and
personal communications from souls set at jdiwarsy, or
otherwise blessed by reading and hearing the sermons,
OWailing of FFiaddd, & OIMitelrd ess o
0The Interest ofl eChirn s Ea@amd OtHh e
0Cl eansLepeof 6t hed o0Christ the P
Thepresent volume is larger than usual, because itincludes
the Opening Services of the Tabernarid, runs on to the
close of the year. Next year, with a larger type, we dibpe n

viii
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only to gr aeyesfbuttooobtain hiseid fbrean 0 s
increased circulation.

May grace, mercy, and peace, be with the whole Israel of
God! Reader, this is the earnest prayer of,

Yours ever truly,
C. H. Spurgeon
DECEMBER 1861.



A DEFENSEOF CALVINISM

Note: ThismessageisfrorC. H. Spur geonaos
Autobiography, Volume |

IT IS A GREAT THING to begin the Christian life by
believing good solid doctrine. Some people have re28ived
di fferent o6gospelsé6 in as many y
accept before they get to theiour ney ds end, it
difficult to predict. | thank God that He early taught me the
gospel, and | haveeen so perfectly satisfied with it, that | do
not want to know any other. Constant change of creed is sure
loss;fia tree has to be taken up two or three times a year, you
will not need to build a very large loftainich to store the
apples! When people are always shifting their doctrinal
principles, they are not likétybring forth much fruit to the
glory of God.lt is good for young believers to begin with a
firm hold uponthose great fundamental doctrines which the
Lord has taught in His Word; why if | believed veiwahe
preach about the temporary, showy salvation which only lasts
for a time, | would scarcely deallgrateful for it; but when |
know that those whom God saves, He saves wéheasiasting
salvationwhen | know that He gives to them arerlasting
righteousness; when | know that He settles them on an
everlastifpndation ofeverlastiluye, ad that He will bring
them to Hiseverlastikipmgdonii oh,then | do wonder, and |
am astonished that such a blessing as this should ever have
been given to nfe!
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oOPause, my soul! Adore and won:«
Ask, 60Oh, why such | ove to me?
Grace has put me ihd number

Of the Saviords family:

Hallelujah!

Thanks, eternal thanks, to The

| suppose there are some persons whose minds naturally
incline towards the doctrine of free wilkah only say that
mine inclines as naturally towards the doctrinesvereign
grace! Sometimes, whesek some of the worst characters in
the street, | feel as if my heart must burst forth in tears of
gratitudethat God has never let me act as they have done! |
have thought if God had left me alone, and hadonched
me by His grace what a great sinner | would have been! | would
have run to the utmost lengthissin, and dived into the very
depths of evil! Nor would | have stopped at any vice or folly, if
God hadnot restrained me; | feel that | would have been a very
king of sinners if God had let me alone. | cannderstand
the reason why | am saved except upon the ground that God
would have it so. | cannot, ifdok ever so earnestly, discover
any kind of reason in myself why | should be a partaker of
divine gracdf | am at this moment with Christ, it is only
because Christ Jesus would have His will with me, andllthat
was that | should be with Him where He is, and should share
His glory. | can put the crown nowhbré upon the head of
Him whose mighty grabas saved me from going down into
the pit of hell!

Looking back on my past life, | can see that the dawning
of it all was of Gol of God effectivelytook no torch with
which to light the sun, but the sun enlightened me. | did not
commence my spiritugen no, | rather kicked and struggled
against the things of the Spirit. When He drew me, for a time |

Xi
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did not run after Hirii there was a natural hatred in my soul

of everything holy and good! Wooimgse lost upon niie

warnings were cast to the winthunderswere despised. As

for the whispers dflis love, they were rejected as being less

than nothing and vanity. But, sure | am, | can say now, speaking

on behalf of myself, OHe only is
turned my heart, and brought d@vn on my kneebefore

Him. | can in very deed, say with Doddridge and Tdplady

0Grace taught my soul to pray,
And made my eyes overflow. 6

And coming to this moment, | can add

0d'is grace has kept me to this day,
And wi I | not | et me go. O

Well can | remembehe manner in which | learned the
doctrines of grace in a single instant. Bagrall of us are by
nature, an Arminian, | still believed the old things | had heard
continually from theulpit, and did not see the grace of God.
When | was coming to Christhought | was doing it all myself,
and though | sought the Lord earnestly, | had no idea the Lord
was seeking me. | do not think gming convert is at first
aware of this. | can recall the very day and hour when first |
received thogeuths in my ow soufi when they were, as John
Bunyan says, burnt into my heart as with a hotanohl, can
recollect how | felt that | had grown all of a sudden from a
babe into a mdnthat | had maderogress in Scriptural
knowledge through having found, once andlifotha clue to
the truth of GodOne week night, when | was sitting in the
House of God, | was not thinking
sermon, for | did not believe it. The thought struck me, how

Xii
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did you come to be a Christian? | soughLtind. But howidi
yowcome to seek the Lord? The truth flashed across my mind
in a momerit | would not have sought Him unless there had
been some previous influence in my mind to make me seek
Him! | prayed, thought I, but then | asked myself, How came |
to pray? | was inted to pray by reading feriptures. How
came | to read the Scriptures? | did read them, but what led me
to do so? Then, inmoment, | saw that God was at the bottom
of it all, and thaHe was the author of my faftrand so, the
whole doctrine of gracepened up to me and from that
doctrine | have not departed to this day, ashebkire to make
this my constant confession, oI
God. ¢

| once attended a service where the text happened to be,
OHe shall chooseni andthe goodhmarr i t anc e
who occupied the pulpit was more than a little of an Arminian.
Therefore, whenheo mmenc e d , he said, O0Thi
entirely to outemporatheritance; it has nothing whateteer
do with our everl|l awedomgwatte st i ny,
Christ to choose for us in the mattehe&ven or hell. It is so
plain and easy that every man who has a grain of common sense
will choosédneaven, and any person would know better than to
choose hell! We have no need of any superiomgienekior
any greater being to choose heaven or hell for us; it is left to
our own free will, and we haeeough wisdom given us,
sufficiently correct means t o |
therefore, as he vedogically inferred, there was no necessity
for Jesus Christ, or anyone, to make a choice for us; who could
choose the inheritance for ourselves without any assistance.
0Ah, 6 | thought, arayube verymmye good
that wecouldbut | think we would want something more than
common sense fieewewould hoose aright. 6 Firs
must we not all of us admit an overruling providence and the

Xiii
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appointment of Jehovahds hand

came into this world? Those men, wtiok that, afterwards,
we are left to our own fredll to choose this one, or the other
to direct our stepsnpust admit that owntranéeto the world
was not of our own will, but that God had then to choose for
us. What circumstances were those in our power which led us
to elect certain persons to he parentsPlad we anything to
do with it? Did not God Himself appoint our parents, native
place and friends?

Could He not have caused me to be born with the skin of
the African; brought forth by a filthy mothéro would nurse
me i n her 0matdhow doavm td pagam godd)
quite as easily as to hgixeen me a pious mother, who would
each morning and night bend her knees in prayer on my behalf?
Or, might He not, if He had pleased, have given me some
degenerate to have been my pérémm whoseips | might
have early heard fearful, filthy, and obscene language? Might
He not have placed nwehere | would have had a drunken
father who would have imprisoned me in a very dungeon of
ignoranceand brought me up in the chains of crime? Was it
not (@rovidénse that | had so happy atlwat both my
parents were His children, and endeavored to train me up in
the fear of the Lord? Joliewton used to tell a whimsical
story and laugh at it too, of a good woman who said, in order
to provethe doctrineoé | ect i on, 0Ah, sir,
loved mebeforewas born, or else He would rfve seen

t

a s

h e

anything in me to |l ove afterward

case. | believe the doctrine edéction because | am quite
certain that if God had not chosem®, | would never have
chosen Him; anddm sure He chose me before | was born, or
else He never would have chosen me afterwards! Heaveist
elected me for reasons unknown to me, for | never could find
any reason in myself why He shdwalde looked upome with

Xiv
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special love. So | am forced to accept that great Biblical
doctrine.

I recollect an Arminian brother telling me that he had read
the Scriptures through a score or miones and could never
find the doctrine of election in them; he added thabkesure
he would haveone so if it had been there, for he read the
Word of God on his kneeghe | said
Bible in a very uncomfortable posture, and if you had read it in
your easy chair, you would hlaeen more likely to undeastl
it. Pray, by all means, and the more the better, but it is a piece
of superstition to think there is anything in the posture in which
a man puts himself foeadingis to readinghrough the Bible
20 times without having found anything about theideatf
election, the wonder that you found anything atfajou
must have galloped through it at such a rate that you were not
likely to have any intelligible idea of the meaning of the
Scriptures. o6 I f it woudamupbe mar v
from the earth, fulgrown, what would it be to gaze upon a
vast spring from which all the rivefshe earth should at once
come bubbling up, a million of them born at a birth? What a
vision would ibe! Who can conceive it? And yet the love of
God is that fantain, from which all the rivers of mentyich
have ever gladdened our faed the rivers of grace in time
and of glory hereaftfertake theirise. My soul, stand at that
sacred fountainhead and adore and magnify forever and ever,
God, even ouFather, o has loved us! In the very beginning,
when this great universe lay in the mind of Godutikern
forests in the acorn ciidong before the echoes awoke the
solitudeB before the mountaing/ere brought forth; long
before the light flashed through the &aggdl loved His chosen
creatures! Befotkere was any created béinghen the ether
was not fanned by an &adga’l 6s win
an existence; when there was nothing save God avee

XV
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then, in that loneliness of Deignd in that deep catiand
profundity, His heart moved with love for His chosen! Their
names were writtean His heart, and then were they dear to
His soul! Jesus loved His people before the foundattha of
worldfi even from eternity! And when He called me by His
grace,Hesad t o me, Owithdnawerlastihgbovee d y o u
therefore with |l oving kindness h
fullness of timele purchased me with His blood; He let His
heart run out in one deep gaping wound for me long Hefore
loved Him! Yes, wdn He first came to me, did | not spurn
Him? When He knocked at the door, asled for entrance,
did | not drive Him away and do despite to His grace? Ah, |
can remember that | fulften did so until, at last, by the power
of His effectual grace, He said 0 | must , I owi |1 Co
thenHe turned my heart, and made me lovefHiuat even
till now | would have resisted Him, had it heen for His
grace.
Well, since He purchased me when | was dead in sins, does
it not follow, as a necessary and logaradequence, that He
must have loved me first? Did my Savior die for me because |
believed on HimRo. | was not then in existence! | had then
no being. Could the Savior, therefore, have died beteaase |
faith, when | was not yet born? Could that have essible?
Could that have been the origintohe Savi or 6s | ove
me? Oh, no! My Savior died for me long before | believed.
O0But, 6 sagHe sfoareosnaew t hat you wo
and therefore He | oved mpou. 6 Wha
faith?Did He foresee that | should get that faith, myself, and
that | should believe on Him of mysélf® Christ could not
foresee that, because no Christian will ever say that faith came
of itself without theift, and without the working of the Holy
Spirit. Ihave met with a great many believers, and talked with
them about this matter, but | never knew one who could put

XVi
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his hand on his helasustwith@utthe say, 0
assistance of the Holy Spirit.o
the depravity othe humanheart because | find myself

depraved in heart, and have daily proofs that in my flesh there

dwells nogood thing! If God enters into covenant with

unfallen man, man is so insignificant a creature, inagtibe

an act of gracious condescension t he Lor dds part;
enters into covenant wiinfuman, he is then so offensive a
creatur e, that it mus t be, on Gc
rich, sovereiggrace! When the Lord entered into covenant

with me, | am sure that it was aljjfce, nothing else lmrace;

when | remember what a den of unclean beasts and birds my

heart was, and how strong was umyenewed will, how

obstinate and rebellious against the sovereignty of the divine

rule, | always feeiclined to take the very lost€oom in my
Fatherds house; and whamongl enter
the less than the least of all saints, and with the chief of sinners.

The late lamented Mr. Denham has put, at the foot of his
portrait, a most afdrmier dlmlre .tbe Xth,a
is just an epitome of Calvinfnt is the sum and substance of
iti if anyone shouldsk me what | mean by a Calvinist, | would
reply, OHe is one who says sal va
find in Scripture any other doctrine than this; the essence
of the Bible, oWy ocrllwaits omy 6r de
anything contrary to this truth of God, and it will be a heresy!

Tell me a heresgnd | shall find its essenwerethat it has

departed from this great, this fundamental, tik truth,

0God is my rock and my salvatio
Rome, but the addition of something to pleefect merits of

Jesus Chritthe bringing in of the works of the flesh to assist

in our justificationAnd what s the heresy of Arminianisut, b

the addition of something to the work of the Rededfvery

heresy, if brought to the touchstone, will discover itself here! |
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have my own private opinion trhthere is no such thing as
preaching Christ and Him crucified unless we preach what
nowadayss calledCalvinism; it is a nickname to call it
Calvinismi Calvinism is the gospel and nothing else! | do not
believewe can preach the gospel if we do not preach
justification by faith, without woifkshor unless wpreach the
sovereignty of God in His dimpsation of graéenor unless

we exalt the electing, unchangeabternal, immutable,
conquering love of Jehovah! Nor do | think we can preach the
gospel unless wease it upon the special and particular
redemption of His elect and chosen people whictstChri
workedout upon the cross. Nor can | comprehend a gospel
which lets saints fall away after they are calledlland the
children of God to be burned in the fires of damnation after
having once believed in JeSugh a gospel | ablfior

0l f ehouldicomee to pass,

That sheep of Christ might fall away,

My fickle, feeble soul, alas!

Woul d fall a thousand ti mes a

If one dear saint of God had perished, so might all! If one
of the covenant ones is lost, so may allieéthen there isn
gospel promise true, but the Bible is a lie, and there is nothing
in it worth my acceptandewill be an infidel at once when |
can believe that a saint of God can ever fall finally! Ih&wod
loved me once, then He will love me forever; God has a
masermindi He arranged everythinghiis gigantic intellect
long before He didfitand once having settled it, He never
alters it!ldowmEBhids Hehalalyshe and t hi
destiny marks it down, and it is
pur pamsidstaddE nei t her earth or hell
My decree, 6 He s ay sangela Banitmul gat e
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down from the gate of heaven, you devils, if ygu batyou
cannotalterthedeciee t shall stand forever
His plans. Why shaiHe? He is Almighty, and therefoam
perform His pleasure. Why should He? He is thesa| and
therefore cannot have planned wroMylyy should He? He is

the everlasting God, and therefore cannot die before His plan
is accomplishetvhy should Helange? You worthless atoms

of earth, ephemera of a day! You creeping insectghipon
bayleaf of existenéeyou may changgourplansgi but He

shall never, never change His! Hatoldeme that His plan is

to save me? If so, | am forever Bafe

0 My n anmmtkee p&lms of His hands
Eternity will not erase,
Impressed on His heart it remains,
I n marks of indelible grace. 6

| do not know how some people who believe that a
Christian can fall from grace manage to be hiappyst be a
very commendable tiy in them to be able to get through a
day without despair! If | ditbt believe the doctrine of the final
perseverance of the Saints, | think | would be, of all men, the
mostmiserable, because | should lack any ground of comfort.
| could not say, whatevstate of heart | camiato, that |
should be like a weadpring of water whose stream fails not; |
should rather have to take twmparison of an intermittent
spring that might stop all of a sudden, or a reservoir which |
had no reasoto expect wouldiaays be full. | believe that the
happiest of Christians, and the truest of Christiartbcae,
who never dare to doubt God, but who take His Word simply
as it stands, and believe it andraskuestion® just feeling
assured that if God has said it,ilt e so. | bear my willing
testimony that have no reason, nor even the shadow of a
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reason, to doubt my Lord, and | challenge heaven and earth,
and hell to bring any proof that God is untrue! From the depths
of hell | call the fiends, and from teerh | call the tried and
afflicted believers, and to heaven | appeal and challenge the
long experience tlie bloodwashed hoit and there is not to

be found in the three realms, a single person who can bear
witness to one fact which can disprove the faittgalof God,

or weaken His claim to be trusted by $¢isvants! There are
many things that may or may not happen, but this | know shall
happefi

OHe shall present my soul ,
Unblemished and complete,
Before the glory of His face,
With joys divinelygrat . o

All the purposes of man have been defeated, but not the
purposes of God! The promises of man méydieerfi many
of them aremad® be brokefi but the promises of God shall
all be fulfilled! He is promisemaker, but He never was a
promisebreakerHe is a promiskeeping God, and every one
of His people shall prove it to be so. This is my grateful,
per sonal confidence, aviidh e Lord
C 0 n ¢ e rfinuewonthg e, lost and ruined me! He will yet
save me. Arid

ol , a mo n gvastedtbrong,l o o d
Shall wave the palm and wear the crown,
And shout | oud victor. o6

I go to a land which the plow of earth has never upturned;
where it is greeneandtichaathanear t hds
her most abundant harvests ever saw! | go talanigwf more
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gorgeous architectutkan man has ever biiiltt is not of
mortaldesighi t i s O0a building of God,
hands, eternal in the heavens. 6
heaven will be given to me by the Lard] | shall say, whe

at last | appear before Him

0Grace all the work shall crowt
Through everlasting days;

It lays in heaven the topmost stone,

And well deserves the praise.é

I know there are some who think it necessary to their
system of theology to limit the mef the bloodof Jesus if
my theological system needed such a limitation, | would cast it
to the winds! | cannot,dare not, allow the thought to find a
lodging in my mindl it seems so near akin to blasphemy. In
Christodés finishedmentanyblymmet see ar
finds no bottom, my eye discovershore. There is sufficient
efficacy in the blood of Christ, if God had so willed it, to have
saved not onlgll in this world, but all in ten thousand worlds
had they transgr e sce adhitibfihitgi r Ma Kk €
into the matter, and limit is out of the question! Having a divine
person for an offering, it is n@insistent to conceive of limited
value; boundaries and measure are inapplicable terms to the
divine SacrificeThe intent of the divinpurpose fixes the
application of the infinite offering, but does not chérig®
a finite work. Think of the numbers upon whom God has
bestowed His grace; think of the counthesss in heavénif
you were introduced there today, you would find itsgstea
count the stars, othe sands of the sea, as to count the
multitudes that are before the throne even now! They have
comefrom the East and from the West, from the North and

XXi



3DOOCAT T 6QVBWIOI TTO ClassicChristianLibrary.com

from the South, and they are sitting down Aftteham and
with Isaac, and Wi Jacob in the kingdom of God.

Beside those in heaven, think of the saved ones on earth.
Blessed be God, His elect on earth are tocobated by
millions! | believe the days are coming, brighter days than these,
when there shall be multitudgson multiudes brought to

know the Savior, and to rejoice |
onyf or a few, but for an exceedin
mul ti tude, whi ch n o benfaumd inc oul d n

heaven! A man can reckon up to very high figuresveetikto

your Newtons, your mightiesdlculators, and they can count
great numbers; but God, and God alone, can tell the multitude
of Hisredeemed! | believe there will be more in heaven than in
hell. If anyone asks me why | think so, | andeeause Chtjs

in everything,-eimisnermc eo hdbaveen dt hle
conceive how He coulthve the preminence if there are to

be more in the dominions of Satan than in Paradise. Moreover,

I have never read that there is to be in hell a great multitude
which noman could number. | rejoiceknow that the souls

of all infants, as soon as they die, speed their way to Paradise;
think what a multitudiéhere is of them! Then there are already

in heaven unnumbered myriads of the spirits of justmade
perfecii the rdeemed of all nations and kindreds and people,
and tongues up till now. And thenee better times coming,
when the religion of Christ shall be univérsal

OHe shall reign from pole to p
With illimitable sway, 6

when whole kingdoms shall bow ddvafore Him, and
nations shall be born in a day, and in the thoysamd of the
great millennial state, there will be enough saved to make up all
the deficiencies of tlileousands of years that have gone before!
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Christ shall be Master everywhere, andpHise shall be
sounded in every land. Christ shall have thenpreence at
last; His train shall be far larger thanwiéth shall attend the
chariot of the grim monarch of hell!

Some persons love the doctrine of universal atonement,
because, they say 0 | t i s s olovbleidea thatf ul
Christ should have died for
say, 0t o thimanity! There is somethéng io it full
of joy and beauty. o6 | admi t
associatedith lies! There is much which | might admire in the
theory of universal redemption, but | yifit show what the
supposition necessarily involves. If Christ on His cross
intended to save every m#ren He intended to save those
who were lost before He diefdthie doctrine is true that He
died for allmemi then He died for some who were in hell
before He came into this wdildor doubtless there wezeen
then myriads there who had been cast away because of their
sins! Once agdin f i t wmtendion ©3saveialsnmen, s
how deplorably has He been disappointed, for we have His
own testimony thahere is a lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, and into that pit of woe have been cast some of the
very persons who, according to the theory of universal
redenption, were bought with His blood! Tlsaems to me a
conception a thousand times more repulsive than any of those
consequences which asaid to be associated with the
Calvinistic and Christian doctrine of special and particular
redemption! Tdhink thatmy Savior died for men who were,
or are in hell, seems a supposition too horrible for me to
entertain! To imagine for a moment that He was the substitute
for all the sons of men, and that God, hafitagpunished the
substitute, afterwards punished ilneeys, seems to conflict
with all my ideas dafivine justice; that Christ should offer an
atonement and satisfaction for the sins of all men, and that
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afterwardsome of those very men should be punished for the
sins for which Christ had already atoagplears to me to be
the most monstrous iniquity that could ever have been imputed
to Saturn, to Janus,the goddess of the Thugs, or to the most
diabolical heathen deities! God forbid that we shoulthaer
thus of Jehovah, the just and wise and God!

There is no soul living who holds more firmly to the
doctrines of grace than | do, and if any asks me whether |
am ashamed to be called a Calvinist, | amdweish to be
called nothing but@hristiaii butif you ask me, do | hold the
doctrinal views kich were held by John Calvin? | replyihdo
the main hold them, and rejoice to avow it; but far be it from
me even to imagine that Zion contaiese but Calvinistic
Christians within her walls, or that there are none saved who
do not hold our view#lost atrocious things have been spoken
about the character and spiritual condition of John Wesley, the
modern prince of Arminians. | can only say concerning him,
that while | detest many of the doctrimdsch he preached,
yet for the man, himself, | havaeverence second to no
Wesleyan. And if theveere needed two apostles to be added
to the number of the twelve, | do not believe that there could
be found two men more fit to be so added than George
Whitefield, and John Wesley! The character of \ligshey
stands beyond all imputation for sel€rifice, zeal, holiness,
and communion with God. Heved far above the ordinary
|l evel of common Christians, and
was not |belevettherg aré multitudes of men who
cannot see thegruths of Calvinism, or, at least, carsex
them in the way in which we put them, who nevertheless have
received Christ as their Savior, amedas dear to the heart of
the God of grace as the soundest Calvinist in or out of heaven.
| do not think I differ from any of my HypeCalvinistic
brothers and sisters in what | do believe, but | differ from them
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in what they dootbelieve. | do not hold any less than they do,
but I hold a little more, and | thinkljle more of the truth of
God revealed in ¢ Scriptures. Not only are there a few
cardinal doctrines lhich we can steer our ship North, South,
East, or West, but as we study the Word, we shall blegimto
something about the Northwest, and Northeast, and all else
that lies between the fourdimalpoints. The system of truth
revealed in the Scriptures is not simply one straight line, but
twofi no manwill ever get a right view of the gospel until he
knows how to look at the two lines at once. For instiaees,
i n one book @&piritand the bBde bay,&€omed T h e
And let him that hears say, Coed let him that is thirsty
come; and whoever will s, | et hi m
Yet | amtaught, in another part of the same inspired Word,
that, ol t i s nodfhinovfho tuishpatofvh o wi I |
God who shows mercy. 6 | see in o
presiding over all, and yet | ss®] | cannot help seeing that
man acts as he pleases, and that God has left his actions, in a
great measure his own free will.

Now, if | were to declare that man was so free to act that
there was no control of God over his actibwsuld be driven
very near to atheism. But if, on the other hand, | should declare
that God smverrules all things that man is not free enough to
be respnsible, | would be driven at once into Antinomianism
or fatalism. That God predestines, and yet that man is
responsible, are two facts that few daarly see; they are
believed to be inconsistent, and contradictory to each other. If,
then, | find taughin one part of the Bible that everything is
foreordained that is true; and if | find, in another Scripture,
thatman is responsible for all his actipttzat is true! It is only
myfolly that leads me to imagine that thregetruths of God
can ever contdict each other! | do not believe they can ever
be welded into one up@myearthlanvifi but they certainly
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shall be one ieternityThey are two lines that are so nearly
parallelthat the human mind which pursues them farthest will
never discover thétey converdge but theydo convérgad

they will meet somewhere in eternity, close to the throne of
God, where all of Hisuths spring!

It is often said that the doctrines we believe, have a
tendency to lead us to sin; | have heard it assadst
positvely that those high doctrines which we love, and which
we find in the Scriptures, are licentionss! | do not know
who will have the hardihood to make that assertion when they
considethat the holiest of men have been believers in them. |
ask the manvho dares to say that Calvinism leentious
religion, what he thinks of the character of Augustine, or Calvin,
or Whitefield, who in successages were the great exponents
of the system of grace? Or what will he say of the Puritans,
whoseworks aredll of them? Had a man been an Arminian in
those days, he would have been accountedldise heretic
breathing; but noweare looked upon as the heretics theg
as the orthodox! We hagene back to the old school; we can
trace our descent from theoafles; it is that vein of free grace
runningthrough the sermonizing of Baptists which has saved
us as a denomination! Were it not for thagsheeld not stand
where we are today. We can run a golden line up to Jesus Christ,
Himself, through &oly succssion of mighty fathers who all
held these glorious truthsand we can ask concernilngnt

OWhere will you find holier and
doctrine is so calculated to preservman from sin as the
doctrine of the grace of Gdhose who haveacl | ed it 0a

Il i cent i ofu glid mbokaawramnythiegbat all about it.
Poor ignorant thingsthey little knew that their own véiff

was the most licentious doctrine under heaven; if they knew the
grace of God in truth, they wolddon see that thereasvno
preservative from lying like a knowledge that we are elect of
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God from thefoundation of the world; there is nothing like a
belief in my eternal perseverance, and the immutabitity
Fatherdés affection which can ke
motive d simple gratitude! Nothingakes a man so virtuous

as belief of the truths of God! A lying doctrine will soon beget
a lying practice;man cannot have an erroneous belief without,
by-andby, having an erroneous life. | believe thetloing
naturally begts the other. Of all ménthose have the most
unselfish piety, the most sublime reveraheemost ardent
devotiorii who believe that they are saved by grace, without
works, througHaith, and that not of themselves, it is the gift

of God! Christians shoulake heed and see that it ahisgs,

lest by any means Christ should be crucified afresh, and put to
an open shame.

MISREPRESENTATIONS OF
TRUE CALVINISM CLEARED AWAY

Note: Inthe year 1861, the church of which Mr. C. H Spurgeon was
pastor, conguetits tremendoaws structure, the Metropolitan
Tabernacle. The first sermon by Mr. Spurgeon in this new building was
preached on Monday afternoon, March 25th. A few days later in this new
building, on Thursday, ZgtriMr. Spurgeon had what wetdday
call a Bible Conference. The theme of the coiferepoe svast i on 0
the Doctrines of Grace. 6 The spe.
election byhn Bloomfield; human depravity by Evan Probert; particular
redemption by James A. SpMrg€éopur geonds br ot he
calling by James Smith, and the final perseverance of believers in Chri
Jesus by Wi lliam OdNeil. Mr. Spu
O0Mast er of h&gavechenfollowirg sntroductarynndessage
asprinted in Volume 7 of The New Park Street and Metropolitan
Tabernacle Pulpit.

XXVii



3DOOCAT T 6QVBWIOI TTO ClassicChristianLibrary.com

The main body of this message is as follows:

There is nothing upon which men need to be more
instructed than upon the question of what Calviresifty is.
The most infamoudlagations have been brought against us,
and sometimes, | must felhy, men who knew them to be
utterly untrue; and to this day there are many of our opponents
who, whenthey run short of matter, invent and make for
themselves a man of straw! They calintizan of strawjohn
Calvin, and then shoot all their arrows at it. We have not come
here to defend your man of stratwot at him or burn him as
you will, and if it suits your convenience, go ahead and still
oppose doctrineghich were never taught, aadl at fictions
which, save in your brain, were never in existfeebme
here to state what our views really are, and we trust that any
who do not agree with us will ds the justice of not
misrepresenting us. If they can disprove our doctrinégtet t
state them fairlyand then overthrow thédmbut why should
they first caricature our opinions, and then afterwards attempt
to put them down?

Among the gross falsehoods which have been uttered
against the Calvinists proper is the wiskatter that wieold
the damnation of little infants. A baser lie was never uttered!
There may have existesdmewheri in some corner of the
eartli an evildoer who would dare to say that there were
infantsin hell, but | have never met with him, nor have | met
with a man wh ever saw such a person. Wevgity regard to
infants, Scripture said but very little, and therefore, where
Scripture is confessedly scinis for no man to determine
dogmatically; but | think | speak for the entire body, or
certainly with exceedigdtw exceptions, and those unknown
to me, when | say we hold that all infants are eléddfand
are, therefore, saved, and we look to this as being the means by
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which Christ shall see of tn@vail of His soul to a great degree,

and we do sometimesge that thus the multitude of the saved

shallbe made to exceed the multitude of the Whtatever

views our friends may hold upon the point, they not

necessarily connected with Calvinistic doctrine. | believe that

the Lord Jesusi s whive shingdaom®@dfofu
does daily and constantly receive into His loving arms those

tender ones whare only shown, and then snatched away to

heaven. Our hymns are no ill witness to our faith opdint

and one of them runs thus

o Mi I | i amspulscdmpase f
The family above. o6

Toplady, one of the keenest of Calvinists, was of this
number . o0l n my remar kisestified he says
my firm belief that the soulsalf departed infantswith God
in gloryii that in the decreef predestination to life, God has
included all whom He decreed to take away in iffamzy
thatt he decree of reprobation has
No, he proceeds farther, and asks, with reheanthe anti
Calvinistic system of conditional salvatand election, or
good works foreseen, will swith the salvation of infants? It
is plain that Arminians and Pelagians must introduesva
principlef electioffi and in so far as the salvation of infants is
concerned, become Calvinists! Is it not an angtimbehalf
of Calvinism that its principle is uniform throughout, and that
no change is needed on treund on which man is saved,
whether young or old? John Newton, of London, the friend of
Cowper,noted for his Calvinism, holds that the children in
heaven exceed its adult inhabitants in their entire multitudinous
array! Gill, a very champion of Calvinism, held the doctrine that
all dying in infancy asaved; an intelligent modern writer, Dr.
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Russell of Dundee, also a Calvinist, maintains the sase vie
When it is considered that nearighalfof the human race die
in early years, it is easy to see whastaaccession must be
daily and hourly making to the blessed population of heaven!
A more common charge, brought by more decent people,
for | must say that the last charge is nbvaught except by
disreputable persdins more common charge is that we hold
clear fatalism! Nowhere may be Calvinists who are fatalists,
but Calvinism and fatalism are two distinct things. Doosit
Christians holthe doctrine of the providence of God? Do not
all Christians; do not all believer§&od hold the doctrine of
His foreknowledge? All the difficulties which are laid against
the doctrine opredestination might, with equal force, be laid
against that ofidine foreknowledge. We believe thatl has
predestinated all things from the beginning, but there is a
difference between the predestinatiftan intelligent, allise,
alkbounteous God, and that blind fatalism which simply says,
ol t i s isboe cbhaeu.sée Hpmtadestnation ot Saripture
and the fate of the Koran, every sensible manparcsive a
difference of the most essential character. We do not deny that
the thing is so ordained thaintist be, butvhyis it to be but
that the Fathér Godi whose name is love, ordained it? Not
because any necessity in circumstances thataodhuch a
thing should take place; though the wheels of providence
revolve with rigid exactness, yet not without purpose and
wisdom! The wheels are full of eyes, everything ordained
is so ordained that it shall conduce to the grandest of @ll ends
the glory ofGodi and next to that, the good of His creatures.
But we are next met by some who tell us that we preach
the wicked and horrible doctrine sfvereigmd unmerited
reprobation 6 Oh, 6 they say, oyou teach
because God matlem to be damned, and that they go to hell,
not because ainnot because aibeli@fbut because sbme
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dark decree with which God
Brothers and sisters, this is another ualfairge! Election does
not involve reprobation! There may be some who hold
unconditional reprobatiorhut | stand not here as their
defenddfi let them defend themselves as best they can! | hold
Godds buUtlaestify just as clearly that if any man is lost,
he is lost forsin This has been the uniform statemeit
Calvinistic ministers. | might refer you to our standards such as
0The Westmi ns@atre chis ssamib | ardod
Confessions, for they alltitistly state that man is lost for sin,
and that therés no punishment put on any man except that
which he richly and righteously deserves. If any diax
ever uttered that libel against us, do it noti@damwe are as
guiltless of that as you areusselves!l am speaking
personallif and | think in this | would command the suffrages
of my brother8 | do know that the appointment of God
extends to all things; | stand not in this pulpit, nor in any other
to lay the damnation of any man anywhere but bpoself!
If he is lost, damnationadl of meBut, ifhe is saved, salvation
is stillall of God

To state this important point yet more clearly and explicitly,
| shall quote at large from an able Presbytéivardi 0 T h e
pious Methodist is taught tithe Calvinist represents God as
creating men irorder to destroy them; he is taught that
Calvinists hold that men are lost, not because they sin, but
becausdahey are nowlected. Believing this to be a true
statement, is it not amazing that the Methettips short, and
declares himself, if not an Arminian, at least an anti
predestinarian? But statemerdan be more scandaloushtuntrue
is the uniform doctrine of Calvinism that God creates all for
His own gloryi that He is infinitely righteous anithdk and
that where men perish, it is only for their smspeaking of
suffering, whether in this world, or in the world to ¢dome
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whether it respects angelsv@n, the Westminster standards
(which may be considered as the most authoritative modern
statenent of the system) invariably connect the punishment
with previous sin, and sin adilp As f or tdnd s e
ungodly men whom God, asghteodsidge, FOR their SINS
does blind and harden, from théla not only withholds His
grace, whereby they mighavh been enlightened in their
understandingsand worked upon in their hearts, but
sometimes also withdraws the gifts which they had, and
exposeshem to such objects tir corruptibakes occasion

of sin; and withal gives them over to their dugts, the
temptations of the world and the power of Satan, whereby it
comes to pass that tHeardethemselegsn under those means

which God uses for the softeni

Wi

c k

ng

0The Larger Catechism, speakin

angel s and ateonding télia sogereigropGreed |,
and the unsearchable counsel of His own will (whereby He
extends or withholdiswvor as He pleases) has passed by and
foreordained the rest to dishonor and wriatthefore their sin
inflictedto the praise of the gloryo Hi s j usti ce.
end of God appointing this day (of tast judgment) is for the
manifestation of the glory of His mercy, in the eternal salvation
of the elect, anaf His justice in the damnation of the
reprobatevho are wicked and disobédient

0This is no more than what
Evangelical bodies acknowldgddgjeat wheremen perish it is
in consequence of thein If it is asked why sin which destroys
is permitted to enter theorld; that is a question which bears
not only on the Calvinist, but equally on all other parties. They
areas much concerned and bound to answer it as he. No, the
guestion is not confined to Christians. All wkbeve in the
existence of Gddin His righteous character and perfect
providence are eglly undepbligation to answer it. Whatever
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may be the reply of others, that of the Calvinist may be

regarded agiven in the statement of the Confession of Faith,

which decl ares that ©wntdtke provi d

first fall and other sind angels and men, éicYet so as the

sinfulness thereof portgddsn the creature, and not from God, who

being most hol y an cathoiogapgroses us, n

o f Itsid difficuft to see what more could be said upon the

sufject; and if such the undoubted sentiments of Calvinists,

then what misrepresentation can be more gross than that which

describes them as holding that sinners perish irrespective of

their sin, or that God is the author of th&n? What is the

declardon of Calvin® E v e departs(at delath) to that place

which it has preplareitselfhi | e in this worl d. 6

charged with holding as sacred truth what one ablmwsids

blasphemy, and yet this is the treatment which has been

pers&eringly meted out to Calvinists dpite of the most

solemn and indignant disclaimers! Against nothing have they

more stoutly protestetian the thought that the infinitely holy

and righteous, and amiable Jehovah is the authofi cfrain

yethow often dathe supporters of rival systems charge them

with this as an article of faith
A yet further charge against us is that we dare not preach

the gospel to the unregenerate! Thdadi our theology is so

narrow and cramped, that we cannot preach to sknner

Gentlemen, if you dare gay this, | would take you to any

library in the world where the old Puritan fathers are stored up,

and Iwould let you take down any one volume and tell me if

you ever read more telling exhortations and addiesses

sinners irany of your own books! Did not Bunyan plead with

sinners and whoever clashed with any but the Calvinists?

Did not Charnock, Goodwin, and Howe agonize for souls, and

what were they but Calvinists? Did not Jonathan Edwards

preach to sinners, and who ealear and expliain these
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doctrinal matters? The works of our innumerable divines teem
with passionate appeals touheonverted! Oh, sirs, if I should
begin the list, time should fail me; it is an indisputable fact that
we have labored more than thedl/for the winning of souls!
Was George Whitefield any the less seraphichis eyes
weep the fewer tears or his heart move with less compassion
because he bddctinglove dand praach€&btited s
sovereignty of the Most High? It is an unfedhslander! Our
souls arenot stony; our hearts are not withdrawn from the
compassion which we ought to feel for our fellow memcan

hold all our views, and yet can weep as Christ did over a
Jerusalem which was certainly taléstroyed! Again | must

sa&/ | am not defending certain brothers who have exaggerated
Calvinism. kpeak of Calvinism projfienot that which has

run to seed, and outgrown its beauty and verdspeak of it

as | f i ndinsiituteandespdcially n Egpdsitions

I have read them carefullytake not my views of Calvinism
from common repute, but from his books; nor do I, in thus
speakinggven vindicate Calvinism as if | cared fomtmae

but | mean that glorious system which teachesdlvation is

of grace froniirst to last! And again, then, | say itis an utterly
unfounded charge that ware not preach to sinners!

And then further, that | may clear up these points, and
leave the less rubbish for my brothekgheel awdy we have
sometimes heard it said, tlubse who say it ought to go to
school to read thérst book of histor§i that we who hold
Calvinistic views are tlememies of revidily, sirs, in the
history of the Church, with but few exceptions, you could not
find a revival at all that was not proeidby the orthodox faith!
What was that great work which was done by Augustine when
the church suddenlyoke up from the diseased and deadly
sleep into which Pelagian doctrine had cast it? What was the
Reformation, itself, diathoset he
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old truths of God? However far moddmtherans may have
turned aside from their ancient doctrinasd | must confess
some of them wouldot agree with what | now say, yet, at any
ratéi Luther and Calvin had no dispute about predestination!
Theirvi ews wer e i de@rtthedBandage d thel
Willis as strong a book upon the fgeace of God as Calvin,
himself, could have written. Hear that great thunder while he

Lut

cries in that boolg L e t the Christian reade

God foreges nothing in a contingent marfinbut that He
foresees, proposes, and acts from His eternal and unchangeable
willl This is the thunder stroke whimkeaks and overturns free
will.o6 Do | need mention to
Jerome of PraguBartel,John Knox, Wickliffe, Wishart, and
Bradford? Need | do more than say that these held the same
views and that in their day anything like an Arminian revival
was utterly unheard of and undreamed\ntPthen, to come

to more modern times, there is the gesateptiofi that
wondrous revival under MWesley in which the Wesleyan
Methodists had so large a share. But permit me to say that the
strength ofthe doctrine of Wesleyan Methodism lay in its
Calvinism! The great body of the Methodists disclaimed
Pelaggns m i n whole and in part,;
entire depravity, the necessity of the dagency of the Holy
Spirit, and that the first step in the change proceeds not from
the sinner, but frondod. They denied at the time that they
were Pelagiandpes not the Methodist hold as firmly as ever
wedo, that man is saved by the operation of the Holy Spirit
and only the Holy Spirit?

And are not many of Mr . We
great truth that the Holy Spirit is necesstryegeneration?
Whateer mistakes he may have made, he continually preached
the absolute necessifythe new birth by the Holy Spirit! And
there are some other points of exceedingly close agreement; for
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instance, even that of human inability. It matters not how some
may abusas when we say man contid of himself repent or
believé yet the old Arminian standards said the same. True,
they affirm thaGod has given grace to every man, but they do
not dispute the fact, that apart from that grace, thereovas
ability in man to d that which was good in his own salvation.
And then let me sayif you turn tothe continent of America,
how gross the falsehood that Calvinistic doctrine is unfavorable
to revivalsLook at that wondrous shaking under Jonathan
Edwards and others which weight quote. Or turn to
Scotland what shall we say of MOCheyt
of those renowned Calvinits Chalmers, Wardlaw, and
before them, Livingstone, Haldane, Erskine, and the like? What
shall we say ¢fie men of their school but that, whileytteld
and preached unflinchingly the great truths whichvoutd
propound today, yet God acknowledged their word, and
multitudes were saved? And if it wase perhaps too much
|l i ke boasting of oneds own work
personally | have navfeund the preaching of these doctrines
lull this church to sleep! But always while we have loved to
maintain these truths of God, we have agonized for the souls
of men, and the 1,600 or more whohave myself baptized
upon profession of their faith, dirgng testimonies that these
old truths in moderrtimes have not lost their power to
promote a revival of religion!

| have thus cleared away these allegations at the outset. |
shall now need a few minutes more towily,regard to the
Calvinistic sysin, that there are some things to be said in its
layout to which, otourse, | attach but little comparative
importance; but they ought not to be ignored. It is a fact that
the system of doctrines called the Calvinistic, exs@edingly
simplegnd so radily learned, that as a systémivinity it is
more easily taught, and more easily grasped by unlettered minds
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than any other. Thwoor have the gospel preached to them in
a style which assists their memories, and commends itself to
their judgments; itis a system which was practically
acknowledged on high philosophic grounds by mechas
Bacon, Leibnitz and Newton, and yet it can charm the soul of
a child, and expand the intellecagfeasant! And then it has
another virtue. | take it that the lasho mean one, but it has
anotheii thatwhen it is preached, there is a something in it
whichexcites thoughman may hear sermons upondtieer
theory which shall gl ance over
sweeps the broékbut these oldioctrines efter make a man
so angry, that he goes home, and cannot sleep for verfy hatred
or else thepring him down into lowliness of thought, feeling
the immensity of the things which he has heard! Eitherit
excites and stirs him up not temporarily, but inst fasting
manner. These doctrines hahint; he kicks against the pricks,
and full often the Word forces a way into his soul! And | think
this isno small thing for any doctrine tofdo an age given
to slumber, and with human hearts so indiffdoetite truth
of God. | know that many men have gained more good by
being made angry under a serthan by being pleased by it
for being angry, they have turned the truth of God over and
over again, anat last that truth has burned its way right into
their heats!

It also has this singular viriué is so coherent in all its
parts. You cannot vanquish a Calvinistnyaythink you can,
but you cannot! The stones of the great doctrines so fit into
each other that the mopeessure there is applied to remove
them, the more strenuously do they adhere. And you may mark
that you cannot receive one of these doctrines without
believing all! Hold, for instance, that man is utiegyaved,
and you draw the inference, then, that certainly if God has such
a creature tdeal with, salvatianust come from God alone!
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And if from Him, the offended one, to afiendimgeaturé

then Hehas a right to give or withhold His mercy as Hdiwills
you are thus forced upon election, and wherhgoee gotten

that, you have éllthe othes must follow. Some, by putting
the strain upon their judgmentsay manage to hold two or
three points, and not the rest; but sound logic, | take it, requires
aman to hold the whole or reject the whole! The doctrines
stand like soldiers in a squaresgméing orevery side a line of
defense which is hazardous to attack, but easy to maintain. And
mark yod in thesetimes when error is so rife, and neology
strives to be so rampant, itis no little thing to put into the hands
of a young man a weapon whieln slay his foésa weapon

he can easily learn to hafdehich hemay grasp tenaciously,
wield readily, and carry without fatigue. A weapon, | may add,
which no rust cacorrode, and no blows can bifeafective

and well annealdda true Jerusalem blade aémper fitfor

deeds of renown! The coherency of the parts, though it is, of
course, but a trifle in comparison watther things, is not
unimportant.

And then, | add, but this is the point my brothers will take
uphi it has this excelleritehat it isScrifural, andhat it is
consistent with the expdrbaiieyeMen generally grow more
Calvinistias they advance in years. Is not that a sign that the
doctrine is right? As they are growing ripenéaven; as they
are getting nearer to the rest teanains for the people of God;
the soul longs to feed dine finest of the wheat and abhors
chaff and husks. And then, | &ddnd, in so doing, | would
refute aslander that has sometimes been Grgeid glorious
truth has this excellence, thatrddus¢he holie$imeiVe can
look back through all our annals and say, to those who oppose
us, you can mentiono names of men more holy, more
devoted, more loving, more generous than those which we can
mention!The saints of our calendar, though econaimize
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Rome, rank first in the book of life; the namBwrftan needs

only to be heard to compel our reverence; holiness has reached

a height among thewhich is rare, indeed, and well it might,

for they loved and lived the truth of God! And if you say that

our doctrine is harmful to human liberty, we point you to

Oliver Cromwell, and to his brave Ironsidéslyinists to a

man! If you say it leads to inaction, we point you to the Pilgrim

fathers, and the wilderndissy subdued. We can put our finger

upone ery spot of I and the wide wo

was something done by a man who

and, inasmuch as he did this, it is prodfdtnot make him

i nactive, it did not | ull him to
The better way, however, of proving fmint, is for each

of us who hold these truths of God torhere prayerful, more

watchful, more holy, more active than we have ever been

before, and by so doinge shall put to silence the gainsaying

of foolish men! A living argument is an argumentwiblts

uponevery man. We cannot deny what we see and feel. Be it

ours, if maligned, to disprove it by a blaméfesand it shall

yet come to pass that our church and its sentiments, too, shall

come f or t hmoonpdeariastheaun, andideras

an army with banners. ¢
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THE M ETROPOLITAN TABERNACLEOPENING

RELIGIOUS SERVICES AND OTHER MEETINGS IN
CONNECTION WITH THE  OPENING OF
THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON .

THE COMMITTEE is very happy to inform their friends and
the public, thiathe vast edifice erected for tBhurch and
Congregation of the Rev. C. H. SPURGEON is now nearly
completed. The sum required has, &y d 0 s graci ous
providence, been obtairiedith the exception of about
£3,000. It is firmly believed that tresnaining mount will be
raised by means of the Bazaar, and the contributions given at
the opening meetings.

In order that the large nhumbers who desire to be present
upon this occasion may be accommodatedyridweedings
have been extended throughout a whole manththere are
one or two days yet unoccupiéat, which services will be
afterwards advertised, if the present arrangement should prove
insufficient. Owindo the early date at which this circular is
issued, the particulars cannot be given; nor is iblgoss
publishall the names of the ministers and gentlemen who will
assist at the services. The present program will be adhered
as nearly as possible, but some variations may very naturally
occur. The meetings are, manytta@dm, definite in their
subgcts and objectives, both for the sake of variety and
edification. We desire not oty welcome our friends, and
accept their assistance, but to set forth a public testimony of
our faith and practicét is hoped that the more prominent
features of our hgious views, as a church and denomination,
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will thus be publicly expounded while our union with the
faithful will be unmistakably affirmed.

Friends desiring tickets for any of the services are
requested to make their application by letter to Mr. C.
BLACKSHAW, Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington, S. They
are requested to enclose a stamped envéleaeng their
address, and to state clearly what meeting they wish to attend.
As the number of tickets is limiteehen compared with the
expected demand, nada supply can be issued to any one
person. It is hopedhat many will see fit to enclose a
contribution with their application. The Committee will
endeavor, as far psssible, to oblige every applicant, but they
cannot absolutely engage in every casappdy the particular
tickets required. Delay will necessarily occur in attending to so
extensive an arrangement, but our frienidiexercise patience,
and we hope all will be gratified.

In conclusion, the Committee begs the renewed assistance
of all heir friends in this, their crowning effand they beg it
to be distinctly understood that no persuasion will prevail upon
their Pastor to use thauilding for public worship on the
Sabbath until the whole of the liabilities are discharged. Shall
the hause belosed a single Sunday? We believe in our gracious
God, and trust that He will so influence His peoplebthte
end of the second week, or before the Good Friday has passed
away, all will be accomplisfidd which case we shall meet for
reguarwr shi p on Lord&és Day, Mar c h

The proceeds of collections, after payment of contracted
liabilities, will be needed for the completionth&f front
boundaries; the fitting up of the schools; furnishing the
studentsd <cl assr oo ineCommiilee ot her
has not as yet commenced. Feeling it to be highly objectionable
to run into debt, they haveft many matters to be finished
when the funds shall be forthcoming, and they are cheerfully

-
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confident thabefore these preliminary meetings are thisr,
great temple of the Lord will have been finished in every
department.

FIRST WEEK

Monday, MarchBtie et i ng f or prayer, at
morning. The Rev. C. H. SPURGEON will presidBazaar
will be held in the Lecture Hall and School Rooms,
commencing at 1 2Tuesday,MarchKl9the ac h d a
Wednesday, March 20th; Thursday, March 21st; Friday, March
22nd; and Saturdayiarch 23rd. Tickets of admission, one
shilling each. Contributions of goods are earnestly requested,
andshould be favarded to Mrs. SPURGEON, Clapham.

SECOND WEEK

Monday, Marchi2Blorning at @ meeting for prayer. The
Rev. G. ROGERS will preside. Afternoor8fatsermon by
Rev. C. H. SPURGEON; evening dt sermon by Rev.
WITTBROOK of Bloomsbury Chapel.

Tuesday, Mardii Public meeting of our contributors.
Chair to be taken at hglést 6, by Sir HENRMAVELOCK.
The Revs. C. STOVEL, M. BARRINGER, J. BIGWOOD, F.
TUCKER, J. RUSSELL, arather ministers and gentlemen
will address the meeting. Tickets will be given to lmatots.

Wednesday, Maréh Rablic meeting of the neighboring
churches. Chair to be taken at-palt six, bypr. STEANE.
The Revs. W. HOWIESON of Liestreet; ANEMONE
HALL, of Surrey Chapel; R. WUTTS, of Hanover Chapel,
G. H. WHITE, of Bermondsey; QROGERS, of Albany
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Chapel, and other ministeasd gentlemen are expected to
address the meeting.

Good Friday, March %0 sermons will be preached by
the Rev. C. H. SPURGEON. Morning at a quaoterieven;
Evening at seven. Tickets for these servitégwhiefly given
to members and seat holders.

THIRD WEEK

Monday, AprifilMorning at # meeting for prayer. The
Rev. B. DAVIES will preside. Evening@atA sermon will be
preached by the Rev. JOHN GRAHAM of Craven Chapel.

Tuesday, Aprit A public neeting of our London Baptist
brethren. Chair to be taken at 7 p.m., by Sir BEVO, Bart.
The Revs. A. C. THOMAS, J. H. HINTON, P. DICKERSON,
JABEZ BURNS, D. D. and otharinisters and gentlemen are
expected to take part in the proceedings.

WednesdayApril, 3 A public meeting of the
denominations. Chair to be taken at 6:30 p. m., by E. BALL
ESQ., M.P. E. CORDEROQY, ESQ., Rev. W. G. LEWIS, Rev.
J. Hard, Rev. W. BUSHELL, and others,beilpresent. The
subject of the Unity of the Church will be discubgeable
ministers and laymen representirggvarious sections of the
one church.

Thursday, Aprii 4A sermon will be preached by the Rev.
OCTAVIUS WINSLOW of Bath, at 7 p. m.

FOURTH WEEK.

Monday, Aprilfi8Morning at % meeting for prayer.
Evening at i Our own church. The Pastor, elde=nd
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deacons will speak; the former ministers are invited, and the
Rev. JOHN SPURGEON, the father of tha&stor, is expected

to preside. By this meeting, we desire to testify to the
independency, unity and fellowshipich each Church of
Christ has within itself.

Tuesday, Aprifi Baptismal service at 7 p.m. A sermon
upon believersd baptiLsempool.by Rev.
Rev. C. H. SPURGEON will baptize.

Wednesday, Aprit XDommunion. Dr. STEANE, Rev. C.

H. SPURGEON,and Dr. HAMILTON will presideThis
service is intended to set forth the essential oneness of the
church, and the real fellowship in teely of Christ which is

the privilege of all her members. Members of the various
Protestant bodies can apjolly cardghrough their pastors, or
where this is impossible, through any members of the church
under thecare of the Rev. C. H. SPURGEON. The offering at
this communion will be devoted to the memorial on behalf

the widow of the late Rev. JONATHAN GEORGE.

Thursaly, April 14 Afternoon at 8 Calvinistic Doctrine.

The Rev. C. H. SPURGEON will introduce thubject and

five ministers will take up the points by which the Calvinistic
creed is distinguished. The sers@zamences at 3. There will
be a pause at 5 for re$hment, and the friends will reassemble
at 6:30. The addresseb last about half an hour each, and will
be printed, as a Manual of Doctrine and be a memotie of
opening of this great house of God.

Friday, April 2 Oration by HOBBY VINCENT, ESQ.
Shjeci O Nonconformity i rChairtobe pol i t i
taken at 7 p.m. by Sir JOHN BURGOYNE. Tickets, One
shilling. Reserved seats,-haifown.
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FIFTH WEEK.

The arrangements for the fifth week will be announced in
the April Magazines. It is hagb that many friendsom the
country, being in town for the May meetings, will then favor us
with their company, and to this eéhdir applications will have
the preference.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THESE

MEETINGS TO BRING MA NY TO A SAVING KN OWLEDGE
OF JESUSCHRIST.
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348 CONSOLATION IN CHRIST Z PHIL. 2:1

A Sermon
Delivered on SabbatiMorning, December2nd, 1860
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At Exeter Hall, Strand

olf there is therefore any consolation in Christ, if any
comfort of love,if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection
and mé rPbippians 2:1

THE LANGUAGE OF MAN has received a new coinage of
words since the time of his perfection in Edatam could
scarcely have understood the woomhsolatidor the simple
reason that he did not understaimdEden the meaning of the
word,sorrovD how has our language been swollen through the
floods of our griefs and tribulations! It was not sufficiently wide
and wild for man when he was driween of the garden into
the wide, widevorld. After he had once eaten of the tree of
knowledge of gooaind evil, as his knowledge was extended, so
must the language be by which he could expreb®ights
and feelings. But, my hearers, when Adam first needed the
word, consolatiadhere was timewhen he could not find the
fair jewel itself. Until that hour when the first promise was
uttered, when th&eed of the woman was declared as being the
coming man who should bruise th
might masticate and digest the word, sorbasvhe could
never season and flavor it with the hopethmught of
consolationr if the hope and thought might sometimes flit
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across his mind, like a lightnifigsh in the midst of the

t empest 0s figatit ustthave Heendos Bansient,
too unsibstantiato have made glad his heart, or to soothe his
sorrows. Consolation is the dropping of gentle dew from
heaven on desert hearts beneath. True consolation, such as can
reach the heart, must be one of the chogiéstof divine
mercy; and surelye are not erring from sacred Scripture when
we avow that in itfull meaningconsolatiean be found
nowhere except in Christ who has come down from heaven,
andwho has again ascended to heaven to provide strong and
everlasting consolation for those mhee hashought with

His blood!

You will remember, my dear friends, that the Holy Spirit,
during the present dispensation, is reveeds as the
Comforter. It is the Spiritos
hearts of IBe0 dibes sconvpce abip; | He .does
illuminate and instruct; but still the main part of His business
lies inmaking glad the hearts of the renewed, in confirming the
weak, and lifting up all those who are badeweh. Whatever
the Holy Spirit may not be, He is always the Comtorthe
Church, and this agepisculiarly the dispensation of the Holy
Spiritin which Christ cheers us not by His presence, as He shall
do, byandby, but by the indwelling and constant abiding of
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. Nomarlfi as the Holy Spt
is the Comforter, Christ is the comfort. The Holy Spirit
consoles, but Christthe consolatibnmay use the figure, the
Holy Spirit is the Physician, but Christ is the meditiheals
the wound, but it is by applying the holy ointment of Ght & s
name and grace. He takes not of dtis things, but of the
things of Christ. We are not consoled today by new revelations,
but by the oldevelation explained, enforced, and lit up with
new splendor by the presence and power of theSiguly; the
Comforter! If we give to the Holy Spirit the Greek name of

bu
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Paraclet@s we sometimes dben our heart confers on our
blessed Lord Jesus the title of Ha@aclesi§the one is the
Comforter the other is the comfort!

I shall try this morning, firsip show howChrist in His
varied positions, is the consolatbiidoémhef God in their varied
trialsThen we shall pass on, secondly, to observghhiat in
His unchangmagure is the consolation to the children of God in their
continual smmsAnd lastly, | shatlose by dwelling awhile upon
the question as twhether Christ is a consolatfoputiing it
personallypl s Chri st a present and av
me . 0

I. First, CHRIST IN HIS VARIED POSITIONS IS THE
CONSOLATION FOR THE MANY ILLS OF THE CHILDREN OF
GobD.

Our Masterds history is a |l ong
step of it may yield abundant comforthte children of God.
If we track Him from the highest throne of glory to the cross
of deepest woe, artien through te grave, up again the
shining steeps of heaven, and onward through His mediatorial
kingdompn to the day when He shall deliver up the throne to
God, even our Fath@rthroughout every parbf that
wondrous pathway there may be found the flowers of
consolabn growing plenteously, and tédren of God have
but to stoop and gather theanA Hi$ paths drop fatness, all
His garments whidHe wears in His different offices smell of
myrrh and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces whereby
Hemakes Hispep | e gl ad. 6

To begin at the beginniinghere are times when we look
upon the past with the deepest grief. Whet her i ng of Ed «
flowers has often caused a fading in the garden of our souls.
We have mourned exceedirtigit we have been driven out to
till the ground with the sweat of our bfbthat the curse
should have glanced on us through the sin of our first parent,
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and we have been thredagohwhichour cry, 0
parent stretched forth his hand
If only he hadested irunsullied purity and that we, his sons
and daughters, might have lived beneath an unclouded sky, and
might never have mourned the ills of bodily pain or of spiritual
distress! To meet this very natural soofagief, | bid you
consider Chrishiold eternity. Open now the eyes of your faith,
believer, and seghrist as your everlasting covenant head
stipulating to redeem you even before you had become a
bondslavebound to deliver even before you had worn the
chain. Think, | pray you, of the Etal Council irwhich your
restoration was planned and declared even before the fall and
in which you were establishiedan eternal salvation, even
before the necessity of that salvation had begun! O, my
brothers and sisterispw it cheers our hearts toirtk of the
anticipating mercy of God! He anticipated our fall, foreknew
the ills which it would bring upon us, and provided in His
eternal decree of predestinating love, an effeetnatly for
all our diseasiésa certain deliverance from all our sorrows!
see You, You fellow of tiigernal, You equal of the Almighty
God! Your goings forth were of old. | see You lift Your right
handand engage Your sel fiiotlon ftuhlef i | |
vol ume of the book itbdoiYeur wr i tt en
will, O God. 66 | see You forming, S
everlasting covenant tghich the souls of all the redeemed
were then and there delivered from the curse, and made sure
andcertain inheritors of Your kingdom and of Your glory. In
this respect Chrishimes out as the consolatafrHis people.

Agaimi if ever your minds dwell with sadness upon the
fact that we are at this day absent fronidnd, because we
are present in the body, think of the great truth that Jesus Christ
of old had delightaith thesons of men, and He delights to
commune and have fellowship with His people now.
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Remembethat your Lord and Master appeared to Abraham in
the plains of Mamre under the disguise of a pilglhraham
was a pilgrim and Christ, to show His sympathy with His
servant, became a pilgrim, ©om He not also appear to Jacob
at the brook Jabbok? Jacob was a wrestler, and Jesus appears
there as arestler, too. Did He not stand before Moses under
the guise and figure of a flame in the midsbagh? Was not
Moses at the very time, the representative of a people who were
like a bush burning witfire and yet not consumed? Did He
not stand before Josliud o s hua the | eader of |
anddi d He not appear to him as the
And do younot well remember that when thieee holy
children walked in the midst of the fiery furndeeyas in the
midst of the fire, to® not asa kindgi but as one in the fire
with them? Cheer, then, your heart with this consoling
inference! If Chrisippeared télis servants in the olden time,
and manifested Himself to them as bone of their bone, and
flesh of their flegh in all their trials and their trouldiesle
will do no less for you today! He willvai¢gh you in passing
through the firé@ He will be your rock, yio shield and your
high tower. He will bgour song, your banner and your crown
of rejoicing. Fear not, He who visited His saints of old will
surelynot be long absent from His children toda&lis
delights are still with His people, and still wilvielk with us
through this weary wilderness! Surely this makes Christ a most
blessed consolation for Hisael!
And now, to pursue the Masterd
out of the invisible glories of Deity, amgars the visible
garment of humanity. Let us vidwe babe of Bethlehem, the
child of Nazareth, th8on of Man. See Him; He is in every
respect a man. 00Of the substance
in thesubstance of our flesh He suffers; in the trials of our flesh
He bows His heddunder the weaknessafr flesh He prays,
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and in temptation of our flesh He is kept and maintained by
the grace withir¥outoday are tried and troubled, and you ask
for consolation. What better can be afforded you than what is
presented to you in the fact that Jesus Christ isithrngou in
your natur@ that He has suffered all thgbu are now
sufferingi that your pathway has been aforetime trod by His
sacred feét that the cup ofvhich you drink is a cup which He
has drained to the very bottbrthat the river through which
youpassds one through which He swam, and every wave and
billow which rolls over your head did intofae roll over Him?
Come! Are you ashamed to suffer what your Master suffered?
Shall the disciple ladove his Master, and the servant above
his Lord? Shall Haedupon a cross, and will not you bear the
cross? Must He be crowned with thorns, and shall you be
crowned with laurel? Is He to be piercddhimds and feet, and
are your members to feel no pain? O cast away the fond
delusion, | pray you, afmbkto Himwh o o0endur ed t he
despising the shame, 6 and be r e;:
even asle did!
And now, behol d our Masterodos h
ours has been since the fall, He comedeiotre us in the
purple of a king, in the garb of the il the respectable, but
He wears a garmentkdeeping with His apparent origin; He is
a carpenterds son, and He wears
station. View Him, you sons of poverty, as He stands before
you in His seamless garment, the cominess othe peasant!
And if you have this week felt the load of Aedédou have
suffered and are sufferitigs very day the ills connected with
poverty, pluck up courage and find a consolation in the fact
that Christ was poorer than youfateat He knew more of
the bitterness of need than you can gwess! You cannot say,
OFoxes have hol es, and the birds
have not wheretolawy head, 6 or i f you <cou
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that, you have never ksomen a 40
comfortsleft to youii you know at least the sweet taste of
bread to the hungry and of rest to the weanyhkese things
were often denied to Him. Look at Him, then, and see if there
is not to you comfort ihrist.

We pass now, O Jesus, from Your robe of powethat
scene of shame in which Your garmemt® torn from You,
and You did hang naked before the sun! Children of God, if
there is one place mahan another where Christ becomes the
joy and comfort of His people, it is where He plunged deepest
into thedepths of woe. Come, see Him, | pray you, in the
garden of Gethsemane! Behold Him ashiist is so full of
love that He cannot hold itfinso full of sorrow that it must
find a vent. Behold thieloody sweat as it distils from every
pore of His body, anfdlls in gouts of gore upon the frozen
ground!See Him all red with His own bldoevrapped in a
bloody mantle of His own gore! He is brought beftamed,
and Pilate, and the Sanhedrin. See Him, now, as they scourge
Him with their knotted whipsnd bloodyHim once mori
as though it were not enough for Him to be dyed once in
scarldi but Hemust again be enwrapped in purple! See Him,
| say, now that they have stripped Him naked! Béfimlcs
they drive the nails into His hands, and into His feet! Look up
andsee the sorrowful imageyafur sorrowful Lord. O look at
Him as the ruby drops stand on the crown of thorns, and make
it the bloodred diadem of the King of misery! O see Him as
His bones are out of joint, and He is pouredikeitvater, and
broughtino t he dust of death. o0Behol d
sorrow like unto His sorrovhat i s done unto Hil
that pass by draw near and look upon this spectacle of grief!
Beholdthe Emperor of woe, who never had an equal or a rival
in His agonies! Conamd see Him; and iféad not the words
of consolation written in lines of blood all down His side, then
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these eyes have nexed a word in any book! If there is not
consolation in a murdered Christ, there is no joy, no peace to
anyheart! If in thatihished ransom price; if in that efficacious
blood; if in that alaccepted sacrifice therenist joy, you
harpers of heaven, there is no joy in you, and the right hand of
God shall know no pleasuréslm persuaded, brothers and
sisters, that we have pnb sit more at the cross to be less
troubledwith our doubts, and our fears, and our woes. We have
but to seddissorrows and lossursorrows; wlave but to see

His wounds, and heal our own. If we would live, it must be by
contemplation of Hideath;fiwe would rise to dignity, it must

be by considering His humiliation and His sdirow

oLord, Your death and passion
Strength and comfort in my need!

Every hour while here | live,

On Your | ove my soul shall fee

But come, troubled heart,cafollow the dead body of
your Master, for though dead, it is as fukafsolation as
when alive. It is now no more naked; the loving hands of
Joseph of Arimathea, and Nicoderans, the Magdalene and
the other Mary, have wrapped it in grave clothessaredlaid
it in thenew tomb. Come, saints, not to weep, but to dry your
tears! You have been your entire lifetime sulojefetar of
deatlii come, break your bonds asunder; be free from this fear!
Where your Master sleepsy may surely find an easy couch;
what more could you desire than to lie upon the bed of your
royalSolomon? The grave is now no more a morgue or a dark
prisorfi Hishaving entered it makes kilassed retiring room,

a sacred house in which the Ki
bodie$i to make the fit for the embraces of their Lord! It
becomes now, not the gate of annihilation, but the portal of
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eternablissi a joy to be anticipated, a privilege to be desired.
OFearl ess we | ay usightawaytfore t o mb
Youare heretobreakthd oom and call wus back
| am certain, brothers and sisters, that all the consolations
which wise men can ever afford in a dgog, will never be
equal to that which is afforded by Jesus Christ ascending from
the tomb! The maximsf philosophy, he endearments of
affection, and the music of hope will be a very poor
compensatiom or the | ight of Jesuséd
mourner at Jesusd t omepicesatnd wh
the sorrow of its last enemy, | would be all too glad thatie
I might know Him and thpower of His resurrection! Heir of
heaven, if you would be rid, once and for all, of every doubting
thought about the hour of your dissolution, look, | pray you, to
Christrisen from the dead! Put your fingtr the print othe
nails, and thrust your hand into His side and be not faithless,
but believing! Hesrisen! He saw no corruption! The worms
could not devour Him, and as Jesus Christ has risen from the
dead, He has become the first fruits of them who slept.
Inasmuch siHe has risen, you shall rise! Hedlkesl the stone
away, not for Himself, alone, but for you also! He has
unwrapped the grave clothesfooHis own sake, but for your
sake, too! And you shall surely stand in the latter day upon the
earthwhenHeshdl be here, and in your flesh you shall see God!
Time would fail us if we should attempt to track the Master
in His glorious pathway after His resurrectienit suffice us
briefly to observe that having led His disciples out unto a
mountain where Héad often delighted to commune with
them, He was suddenly taken up from them, and a cloud
receiveHim out of their sight. We think we may conjecture,
by the help of Scripture, what transpired afterctbat had
covered Him. Did not the angels

gr
il
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0 Br i soparidd irom on high

To bear Him to His throne,

Clap their triumphant wings and cry,

Hi s glorious work is done6?

Do you not see Him as He mounts His triumphal
chariofi

0O0And angels chant the solemn |
Lift up your heads, you golden gates,
You everlasting doors give way

Behold angels gazing from the battlements of heaven,
asking their comrades who escort the asceBdm@f man,

oOWho is the King of Gl ory?06 An
accompany the Master sing naweetly, and more loudhan
before, while they cry, o0The Lor

mighty inbattle! Lift up your heads, O you gates, and be you
lifted up, you everlasting doors, that the King of Glaay
come in.o6 Anid now the doors

OLoose all t he,ir bars of mas sy
And wide unfold the radiant s cC

and He enters. OHe <cl aims thos
and all the angel sGlroirsye itno. & rBeecheo
Him as He rides in triumph throu:q
and hell bound at Heharia wheel s! Listen to t|

of the spirits of the just made perfect! Hear how cherubim and
seraphim roll out in thunders, their everlastingfisonGl or y

be unto You! Glory be unto You, You S#nGod, for You

were slain, and You have redeemed thedor by Your bl oo
See Him as He mounifis throne and sits near His Father!

10
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Behold the benignant complacency of the paternal Deity! Hear
Him as He accepts Him, and gives Him a name which is above
every name! And | say, my brothers and sisténg, midsof
your trembling, and doubts and fears, anticipate the joy which
yowshall have wheyou shall share in this triumph! Know you
not, that you ascended up on high in Him? He went not up to
heaven alone, but as the representative of all theluloght
throng!Yourode in that triumphal charietth Him! You were
exalted on high, and made to sit far above principalities and
powers in Him; for ware risen in Him! We are exalted in
Christ! Even at this very day, in Christ that Psalmiist&riéo u
have put &lthings under His feet; You made Him to have
domi ni on over al | t Goeme, poorr k s of
trembler, you are little in your own esteem, and but a worm and
no man! Rise, | say, to theight of your nobility; for you are
in Christ greater than alg are, more magnified and glorified
byfar! God give you grate/ou who have faith that you may
now, in the fact ofihdcdnsatkaioa Chr i st
for yourself!

But now, today, | think | see the Master as He stands
before Hi s ,dfressedia thedgarmaatmmpriest.e
Upon His breast | see the Urim and Thummim, glittering with
the bejeweled remembranagllis people. In His hands | still
see the remembrance of His sacrifice, the nail imankk
there, | still see upon His feet ilmpress of the laver of blood,
in which He washed Himself, not asghest of old with water,
but with His own gore. | hear Him plead with authority before
Hi s Fadabherdos!l will that they al s
Me be with Me wh e@mrywrs lyoglmlibeéd O my
heard! O my faint groans, you shall be answered! O my poor
troubled soul, you are safejifor

11
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0Jesus pleads and must prevail,
Hi s cause can never, never f ai

Come, my poor heart, lift up yourself now from the
dunghill; shakgourself from the duStungirdyour sackcloth,
and put on your beautiful garmekhisis our advocate today,
our eloquent and earngd¢ader, and He prevails with God.
The Father smilésHe smiles on Christ; He smilesusin
answet o J e s us rcéshionilsHe®at hereralsoethe
consolation of Israel?

| only remark once more, that He who has gone up into
heaven shall so come in like manner asddeseen to go up
into heaven. He ascended in cl ou
cl ouds . 6 Hhgh witle sound af fpumpet) and with
shout of angels. Behold He comes! The silver trumpet shall
soons ound. 0 T thahound acknollirg vearily along;
the virgins wise and foolish are all asBagghe cry shall soon
beheari 0 Behol d t h eomésygo tbhga neeetm
Hi m. 6 T h atwheswasrceucified shall€gme in glory;
the hands that were pierced shall grasp the scepter. Biseath
arm He shall gather up all the scepters of all kings; monarchs
shall be the sheaves afekhall behekingly reaper! On His
head there shall be the many crowns of universal undisputed
domini ehal dHetand in the | atter
feet shall tread on the mount of Olivet, and His pabjplébe
gathered in the valley of Jehoshaphat.H.e,t wor | dds gr e
battle is almost begun; the trungminds the beginning of the
battle of Armageddon. To the fight, you warriors of Christ! To
the fight, forit is your last conflict, and over the bodies of your
foes you shall rush to meet your Ifoide fightingon the one
side by His comirigyou on the other side by drawing near to
Him! You shall meet Him ithe solemn hour of victory. The
dead in Christ shall rise first, and you who are alive and remain

12
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shall behanged in a moméntn the twinkling of anyef at

the last triumphant sounding of the dread tremendoupet!
Thershall you know to the full, how Christ can console you for
all your sorrows all your shame and all your neglect, which
you have received from the hand of men. Yes, today there
awaitghe recompense of an earthly splendor for your earthly
povertyi there awaits earthly dignity farur earthly shame!
You shall not only have spiritual, but you shall teswporal
blessings. He whtakes away the curse, will take it away not
only from yoursoul, but from the very ground on which you
tread. He who redeems you, shall redeem not only your spirit,
but your body! Your eyes sts§our Redeemer; your hands
shall be lifted up in acclamation, and your feet shall bear your
leaping joys in theroaession of His glory. In your very body,

in which you have suffered for Him, you shall sit with Him
upon the throne and judge the nations of the earth! These
things, | say, are all full of the purest and higbesblation

to the children of God.

Il. Having taken nearly all my time upon the first point, |
can only say a word or two upon the seeonton the third.

The second point was to be thiGHRIST IN HIS
UNCHANGING NATURE i a consolation for our continual
SOrrows.

Christ is to His peoplesarpassiognsolation. Talk of the
consolations of philosophy? We havéhallphilosopher can
pretend to; but we have it in a higher degree. Speak of the
charms of music whicban Iull our sorrows to a blessed
sleepf?

0OSweeter sounds than music kno\
Charmus n our Saviords name!

Jesus, the very thought of You,

With rapture fills my breast. ¢

13
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Speak we of the joys of friendship? And sweet they are,
i ndeed,; but 0There i sthama fri end
br otiilbeAr b r ot her born f owhoimdversit
better than all friends, more ableheer than those who are
dearest and nearest to our hearts. Or, speak we of the joys of
hope? And certainly hope can console us when nothing else
can do itHeis our hope! We cast the anchor of our liofoe
that which is within the veil, where the forerunner has for us
entered. The consolations of Christarévalled by any which
can be offered by wit, by wisdom, by mirth, by hope itself. They
are incomparabland can never be surpassed!
Again, the consolans of Christ, from the feet of His
unchanging nature, anefailirfg

OWhen every earthly prop gives
He still is all our strength a

Look at Job, and see the picture of how Christ can console!
The messenger rusheB id T h e  Sheae akamasvay the
oxen and the asses! 6 oWell, wel |
and sayshedomptandel eft. d O0But t he
on the sheep! And the Chaldeans have carried awaytie
and slain the servantsdy, O0Ab ats, 6
my children are left, and if theng spared, then | can still have
joy.6 0The wind has come from th
four cornerof the house and all your sons and daughters are
dead! 6 Ah, pennil es anigltwedp! chi | dl e
But, | ooking on his wife, he wou
sweet comforter, my wellbeloweg o uShd i d s hi m, oCur
God and die, 0 speaking as one of

Yetmi g ht Job say, 0Though my wif
remainsat least three friends. There they sit mighon the
dunghill, andheywi | | console me.&é6 But the

14
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till he cries,aroeMiysceur aabllle! é& oweflolr,
has his own body in health, has he not? No. He sits down upon
adunghll and scrapes himself with a potsheiar his sores

have become i nt ol ferskinpyéseallthatvel | , w
a man has will he give for his I
withthe factthdt e | i ves. OWhy shoul d a |
Yes, but he fears he is about to die. And now comab@®ut

grandeur of his hopeo | know that my Redee mi
though the worms devour this body,igaty flesh shall | see

God. 6 All the other windows are

in at the windovef redemption! All the other doors are shut,
but this great door of hope and joy still stands wide open! All
other wells are dry, but this flows with an unceasing stream!
Brothers and sistérsvhen all things elseleparfi an
unchangi@grist shall be younahanging joy!

Furthermore, the consolations of Christ atepowerful
consolations. When a poor soul is so detgimire that you
cannot lift it with the lever of eloquence, nor draw it up with
the hands of sympathgr raise it with wings of hog#ecan
touch it with His finger and it can spring up from the mire, and
put its feet upon a rock, and feel the new song in its mouth,
and its goings well established. Therefiwnoof melancholy
which will not yield before the grace of God; there shape
of distress whictvill not give way before the divine energy of
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, when He uses Christ as the
consolation.

Agaimi this consolation iseverlastingonsolation. It
consoled you, O aged sire, when as a youtbave your het
to Christ; it was your joy in the nnighter of your manhood,;
it has become yostrength and your song in the days of your
old age. When tottering on your staff you shall go down to
Jordandés brink, then He wild.l b e
prospect ofyour coming dissolution, yes, whgyu walk

15
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through the valley of the shadow of death, you shall fear no evil,
for He is with yofi His rodand His staff shall comfort you!
All other things shall pass away as a dream when one awakes;
but thissubstantial sygort shall abide with you in the midst of
the swellings of Jordan, in the hour of the depastuyeur
spirit from your body.

And then, remember that He is the consolation which is
al ways within t hevelyprésénehelgin & s
timeoft r oubl e. 6 You may al ways ¢c
when other thingsre far away. When friends visit you not, and
your chamber becomes lofielyhen spouse has forgotten
speak a kind word to you, and children have become
ungratefui He will make yoused in yousickness. He will be
your nevefailing friend and abide with you in every dark and
gloomy hour, till Herings you into His dear arms, where you
will be in heaven forever and ever!

Ill. 1 close now with my last pointhe grave and serious
guestion,IS CHRIST AN AVAILABLE C ONSOLATION FOR ME ?

Who are you, friend? Are you one who needs no
consolation? Have you a righteousness ofoyaf? Let me
put it in your own words. You arg@othan, kind to the poor,
charitable, upright, generoasd hdy. You believe there may
be somfaults in yourself, but they must be very few, and you
trust that what with your own
you may enter heaven. In the name of Galb, solemnly
assure you that Christristan available consatat for you!
Christ will havenothingo do with you as long as you have
anything do with yourself. If you are trusting in any measure
whateverypon anything that you have edener hopeto dp
you are trusting inlee,and Christ will nevdre friends with a
lie! He will never hepouo do what He came to do Himself.
If you will take Hisvork as it is, asfanishedorkii well and
goodi but if you must add to it your own, God shall add unto

16

r ea
hee

me



ClassicChristianLibrary.com 348Consolation in Christ z Phil. 2:1

you the plagues which are written in this Book! He ghadl b
means give to you any of the promasekthe comforts which
Christ can afford.

But instead thereof, | will suppose that | address myself
this morning t o oaceithink, abdlievers ay s,
in Christ. | made a profession of religion | helt from it, and
| have lost folyears all the hope and joy | ever had. | think |
was a presumptuous man, that | pretended to havenelvat |
had, and yet at the time | really thought | had it. May | think
that there is consolation in Christéobakslider and a traitor
like 1? Often, sir, do | feel as if the doom of Judas must be
mindi as if | mustperish miserably, like Demas, who loved

this present worl d. 6 Ah, backsl i
you this mor ni ng, and diHeg says,
children of men, f dfmartied,ghere mar r i e

has never been a divorce between Christ and you! Has He put
you away? Unto whichlafs creditors has He sold you? Where

do you read in His Word that He has divided from the affection
of His heart one whose name was ever written in His Book?
Come, come, backslider, come again tacrbes! He who
received you once, will receive you again! Come where the
blood is flowing; the blootthat washed you once, can wash
you yet once more! Comepun you are naked and poor, and
miserablghe raiment which was given to you once shall array
you again with beauty; the unsearchable ndhiel were
opened up to you before, shall be yoursiagain

0To your Fathero6s bosom presse:
Once again a chitsbnfessed,

From His hand no more to roam,

Come, backsliding sinner, come

17
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But | hear another say, o0l am
one who desires to be saved. | can horsastly would give
my right arm from its socket if | might but be saveu;,\air,
if  had 10,000 worldswould freely cast them away as pebble
stones and worthless if | might
does the devil tell you you shall never have Christ? Why you
have a warrant to lay hold on Christ todaMlo , 6 ,y oaul s ay
have no right whatever. 6 The f ac
right should at least comfdine minister in addressing himself
freely to you; the right of a sinner to come to Christ does not
liein the sinner, nor in any feelings which the sinner may hav
hadi it lies in the fact that Christmmarids to come! If one
of you should receive as you went out of yonder door, a
command to go at onceMdindsor and have an interview with
the Queen as soon as you had received the order, and were

sureitcamefom her, you might say, o0Wel
t his, I woul d have theuarderasn ot her
peremptory, O0Come now. Come | ust

think, without any very gredtubt, though greatly wondering,

take your place and ridete at once! When you came to the

gatesome tall grenadier might ask you what you were doing.
OWhy, éd he might sayandéegblar ar e n
Majesty. You are not a gentleman; you have not so many
hundreds a year; how cgouexpectto be admit e d 2 6 Yo u

show the command, and he lets you pass on. You come to

another door,andther e i s an usher ther e.
cour t dress, 6 he says. oYou ar e
0 ¢ ¢ a sYbuoshow dhe command, and he lets you pass on.

But suppose ken at last you should come itlite anteroom,

you should say, ONow | dare not
notknow howtobehavey s el f 6? Suppose you ar
not to gdi you would be disobedient, and 10 times more

foolishin disobeying thmayou could have been by any blunders

18
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in behavior if you had obeyed! Now it is justifoyou today.

Christ says, 0Come unto Me. 6 He
because He knows yawuld think you did not deserve the

invitation, but He gives tktemmayahd He bids me say to you,

ORepent and be baptized, every
command you in Hi dorthJesueChrish Bel i ev
and you shall be saved. 6 Of His

a commandd B uybuy s@f ah, what right have yao say,

Obutod t he Lordés commands? Again.
Obuts! o6 What right have you to
His commands? o0Bunte, d oyow gnoyne ndd

wi || hear you then. 0Sir- [ cann
hearte sinner as | awere really to trust Christ, | would be

saved. o0 The English of that i s t
yous hal | be, and do you think He
says another, 0 but canbhothelevet 00 g o
thatjustas am, i f | trust in Christ,

Again, | say, the simpisnglish of that is that you think you

know better than God, and so you do, in fact, stand up and say

toHi s promi se, OYou are false. 6 H
Me, lwillinno wi se casts ayut .db wtAht! ba ty c
not meanme Cah any language speak more plainkiz . 6

What oOheo®haeMhyagr atmgyhed in the woli

O0Yes, 6 says one, Obcharacikehe i nvit
6Come unto Me, a dréheayydaded wh o alma b o1
afraid | am not heavy | aden enotu

while the invitatiois given to character, yet gremise not

given to the characieit is given to those who cofe

0Come unto Me, and | witdné gi ve vy
invitation may be confined to the weangd heavy laden, yet

there are scores of others who stand as wide and free as the

very air we breathelyibu have that qualification, do not come

even with it, because you are unqualified whethiydawyou
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are qualifiefl you are unfit when yahinkyou are fit! And if
you have aense of ngleith you thinknakes you fit to come
to Chrisfi it shows you areot fitand do not know your
needi for no manknows his need till he thinks he does not
know his need, dmo man is in a right state to come to Christ
till he thinks he inotin a right state to come to Christ! But he
who feels that he has not one gthaight or one good feeling
to recommend hifn he is the man who mayHeowlsd says,
OBumayhotcomé, i s the very man that
Besides, my friends, it is not wyaa thinkgr whatl thinki it

is what Chrissaysand is it not written by the hand of the
Apostl e J o hcommarament tkat yowbelieve en

Jesus Christ whom He has éedt Men who say it i
duty ofsinners to believe, | cannot think what they make out
ofsuchatextasthiado Thi s i s t hehatyaummand me
believe on Jesus Christ, whom H
where God expr bdadsynoticoadgnsned 6 He wh
alreadypecautee bel i eves not. o6 Why, I

addressing heatherid addressed a company of men who
thought that God did not command men to repent; for
Scriptureis so plain upon the point and | &&aff God
commands you to ddiityou may do it! Letthedesilay , O No, 6
but God says, O0Yes. 0O Let him sta
to him, ONcomsathame mom, Glodds nar
devils fear and fly before the name of Christ, so will Satan and
your fears all fly before Hissmmmand. Hecommangsu to
believa@ thatis, to trust Him! Trust him, saulist Him! Right
or wrong, trust Him.
But some of you need a great temptation and a great deal
of despair before you will trust Him. Wk, Lord will send it
to you if you wilhot trust Him without it! | remember John
Bunyan said he hadback temptation, and it did him a great
deal of good f o r , he sai d, oBefore | h
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awaysiuesti oned Godds promises sayi
I not come?0d sitelordvdidrefusery f el t &
soul forevdi | was often as if | had run upon the pike, and as

if the Lord hadhrust at me, to keep me from Him as with a
flaming sword. 6 Ah, and per haps
pray you may! But | would infinitely rattieat the sweet love

and grace of God would entice you riowrust Jesus Christ

just as you are. He will not deceive you, sinner; He will not fail

you! Trusting Himyou shall build on a sure foundation, and

find Him who is the consolation of Israel, #redjoy of all His

saints!
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349 THE WAILING OF RISCAZ JER. 4:20

A Sermon
Delivered on SabbatiMorning, December9th, 1860
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At Exeter Hall, Strand

oSuddenly are my tents spoit and my curtains in a
moment. ® Jeremiah 4:20

THE SORROWOf the weeping prophet was exceedingly
heavy when he uttered these words of bdataentation. A
great and present burden from the Lord is weighing so heavily
upon our hearts this mornititat we cannot spare as much as
a moment for sympathy tithe griefs of past ages. God has
visitedour land, and His strokes have been exceedingly hard.
We are compelled to take up awailingaralcrp ud, o0 Sudden|
are my tents spoiled, and my cur
spot in South Waleghich has frguently yielded me a quiet
and delightful retreat. Beautiful for situation, surrounded by
lofty mountains, pierced by romantic vaileye breathing of
its air refreshes the body, and the sigtiteotéyes makes glad
the heart. | have climbed its hillsave seen the ewsrdening
landscape: thmountains of Wales, the plains of England, and
the seas sparkling afar. | have descended the hithacked
the mist creeping up the side of the hills, and covering the
woods in clouds. | have mingled wigtgpdly men and women,
and worshipped God in their assemblies. These lips have
ministered th&Vord in that once happy valley. | have been
fired with the glorious enthusiasm of the people when they
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have listened to the Word. Well does my soul remember one
night which | shall never forget in timeioreternity, when,
crowded together in the place of worship, hearty Welsh miners
responded to everwor d of Christods mi ni s
0gogoniants, 6 encouraging me to
0 gl or y whiletheGnesbsage was proclaimed. | remember
how they compelled me, and keptwead nigh to midnight,
preaching three sermons, one after another, almost without
resfi for they loved tdisten to the gospel! God was present
with us, and many a time has lthptismal pool been stirred
sincet hen by the fruit of that
forget when standing in the open airben@ashd 6 s bl ue
addressed a mighty gathering within a short distance of that
spot. The Spirit of Goavas poured upons, and men and
women were swayed to and fro under the heavenly message as
the corn is moved in waves by the summer winds. Great was
our joy that day when the people met togeth#rousands,
and with songs and praises separated to their homes, talking of
what they had heard. Buiow, our visitation of that
neighborhood must always be mingled with sorrow. How has
God beerpleased to smite down strong men, and to take away
the young men all of mytestaidden! (
spoiled, and my curtainsan mo ment . 6 Oh, vall ey
take up a lamentation for youhe Lord has dealt sorely with
you; behold and see if there is sorrow in any valley like unto
your sorrowwhich is done unto you. The angel of death has
emptied out his quiver upon you; #vgul reaper hagthered
to him full sheaves from your beautiful valley!

You all know the stofiyit scarcely needs that | should tell
it to you. Last Saturday week, some @O@nore miners
descended in health and strength to their usual work in the
bowelsof the earth. They hawbt been working lorigtheir
wives and their children had risen and their little ones had gone

ni g
sky,
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to theirschools, when suddenly there was heard a noise at the
mouth of the pft it was an explosi@nall knewwhat it meant.

Me n 6 s diedl thent, for well they prophesied the horror
which would soon revatdelf. They wait awhiiethe foul gas

must first be scatter@dorave men with their lives in their
handsdescend into the pit, and when they are able to see with
t he di m mihalight falls upbnaonsdter dorpse.

A few, a handful are brought up alive, but scarcely alive, but yet,
thank God, with enougaf the vital spark remaining to be
again kindled to a flame. But the great mass of those strong
men havdelt the grip of dath. Some of them were brought

up to the top with their faces burned and scarred thveith
bodies disfigured by the fire; but many are discovered whose
faces looked as if they sweetly skptthat it was scarcely
possible to believe that they reallydbe dead, so quietly had

the spirit quittedhe habitation of clay. Can you picture to
yourselves the scene? The great fires lit around the pit flaming
both night and day, the thick mist, the pouring rain drenching
the whole of the valley? Do you sesewtbmen as they come
clustering round the pit, shrieking for their sons, and their
husbands, and their fathex®you hear that shrill scream as
yonder woman has just discovered the partner of her soul? And
there do you mark another bending over the @drher two
stalwart sons, now, alas, taken fronidrerwer? Do you mark

the misery that sits upon the face of some who have not found
their sons, or thefathers, or their husbands, or their brothers,
and who know not where they are, and feel a thodsatits,
themselves, because they feel convinced that their precious
ones have fallen, though their corgsemot be found? The
misery in that valley is past descrifitittose who have
witnessed it fail to keble to picture it. As the cry of Egyptin
thenight, when the destroying angel went through all the land,
and smote the firstborn; as the wail of Rachel when she could
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not be comforted for her children, becatlmsy were ndi
such has been the howling, the weeping, the lamentation of that
fair but deslate valley!

My friends, this judgment has a voice to us, and the scarcely
buried bodies of those men whictalieund us in vision have
each a sorrowful lesson. The cry of the widow, and of the
childless motheshall come up into our ears today and, € Lo
God of Saboath, may it so awaken us that we mahear,
fear, and tremble, and turn unto Yiothat this dread calamity
may be to us the means of our salvatioifisaved, the means
of stirring us up more earnestly to seek the salvation of our
fellowmen!

There are three points upon which | shall try to address
you this morning, though | feel inadequataith a task. First,
| shall say somewhat upsadden bereaveri@ets, | shall
dwell awhile upon thfact ofsudden deathd afterwards, we
will say but a little, for we know but little, ofshdden exchange
which sudden death shall bring both to saints and sinners.

I. Our first sorrowful theme 8JDDEN BEREAVEMENTS .

Alas! Alas! How soon may we be childless! How soon may
we be widowed of tteearest objects otir affections! O Lord,

You have shown to us this day how soon You can blast our
gourds, and witheall the fruits of our vineyard. The dearest
ones, the partners of our blgotiow soon can death proclaim

a divorce betweenfusur childra, the offspring of our loins,
how soon can You lay them beneathstitt We have not a
single relative who may not become to us within the next
moment a fountain ajrief. All who are dear and precious to
us are only here by Gowebhse good ¢
todayif it were not for those whom we love and who love us?
What was our house without its little prattlgv&at was our
habitation without the wife of our bosom? What were our daily
business withouwtur associates and friends to cheer us in our
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trials? Ah, this were a sad world, indeed, if the ties of kindred,
of affection, and of friendship all were snapped; and yet, it is
such a world that they could be takemy at any moment.
From the fact that sudden bereavements are pdssitile
only tominers, and to women whose husbardsupon the
sea, buto us alBd would that we would learn profitable
lessons. And first, let lesarn to set loose our deareshdérieeds
have on earth. Let us love tliefove them we may, lotleem
we shoulél but let us always learn to love them as dying things!
Oh, build not your nest on anytbkse trees, for they are all
mar ked for the axe! 0Set not you!
for thethings of eartwillleave you, and then, what will you do
when youjoy is emptied, and the golden batich held your
mirth shall be dashed to pieces? Love first and foremost, Christ;
and when you lovathers, still love them not as though they
were immortal. Love not clay as though it were uridyinve
not dust as thougt were eternal. So hold your friend that you
shall not wonder when he vanishes fyaua; so view the
partakers of your life that you will not be amazed when they
glide into the land of spiriBee you the disease of mortality on
every cheek, and wnitet Eternalipon the creature of an hour.
Take care that you puYouall you
have puyousoul there, puhenthere. You can trust Him for
temporals for yourself, trust your jewels with Him. Feel that
they are noyjourownbut t hat they @&@re Godos
loans which may be recalled at any mamereiciougyifts of
heaven of which you are but a tenant at will. Your possessions
are never as safe as when yowilieg to give them up, and
you are never as rich as when pouall you have into the
hands of GodYou shall find it greatly mitigates the sorrow of
bereavements, if, before bereavement, you shalehaved
to surrender each day all the things that are dearest to you into
the keeping of your gracious Gbdrther, then, you who are
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blessed with wife and children, and friends, take care that you
bless Godor them! Sing a song of praise to God who has
blessed you so much more than others. You arewidow,
but there are many who wear the weeds, and whegtiyaur
lot? You are not bereavedyolr spouse, but there is many a
man whose heart is torn in two by such a cafamity is it
not yourportion, too? You have not to follow, tomorrow, your
little ones to their narrow grafiesarly flowersghat did but
bud, and never ripened, withering alas, too soon. Oh, by the
sorrow which you would feelliiey were taken away, | exhort
you to bless God for them while you have them! We sorrow
much wherour gifts are taken away, but we fail to thank God
that He sparechem to us for so long. Oh, be not ungrateful
lest you provoke the Lord to smite very low the mercy which
you do not value! Sing unto ttwrd, sing unto His name; give
unto Him the blessing which He deserves for His sparing
favors whicliHe has manifestedwards you in your household.
And then, permit me to remind you that since these sudden
bereavements may come, and thereomaydark chamber in
any house in a moment, and the coffin may be in any one of
our habitations, let 1 act to our kinsfolk anélatives as
though we knew they were soon about to die. Young man, so
treatyour father as you would if you knew he would die
tomorrow; when you shall follow him to the grawgidst all
your tears for his loss, let there not be one tear of repentance
because of your ill behaviortion. And you godly fathers and
mothers, to you | have a special mefAsgger children are
committedto your carg they are growing up, and what if after
they are grown up, they should plunge into sirdi&ndt last
impenitent®h, let not the fierce regret sting you like an adder;

ooh, that | bhéldden; ph, that ehad tdught my
them before they departed. 6 | pr
standovey our <chil dds dead body,; you
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coming up fromt h at cl ay, 0 F a tvds eny , your
destruction! Mother, your lack of prayer was the instrument of
my damnat i on !whenBou hearghe fuderalkreell, t h at
even for a neighbor, you may be
whether he igone to heaveor to hell, | know | am clear of
his blood.déd And with dgourbl e ear |
children! 0OYes, 6 says one Obut |
children more of Christ and beimgpre earnest in prayer for
them, byeandby . 6 Bu't wh d tie tonfiorrovvh ey s ho
oYes, 0 wiafyes, tdhle have thought of
ungodly husband, and trying to induce him to attend the House
of God with me, but | was afraid he would only laugh at me,
so | put it off Whatif headiesbefert h or t
you have cleared your conscience of him? Oh, my brothers and
sisters in Christ, sinners will be damned, at least let them leap
to hell over our bodies! And if they will perish, let themnsh
with our arms about their knees, imploring them to stdy, a
not madly to destroy themselvesidii must be filled, at least
let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not one go
there unwarnednd unprayed for!

In the light, then, of sudden bereavements, let not another
hour pass over your heaghen you haveeached home,
before you have freed your conscience of the blood of your
chil drends s o togethér ar@uadt yoe tthis t h e m
afternoon, and say to them, 0My
today that youmay die. | knew it before, but | havad it
impressed upon my mind by a solemn incident. My dear
children, | cannot help telling you that as you will die, | am
anxious that Godds HeatdwyutS8pi rit
repent of sin and seek a Savior.
them theway to salvatiom simple terms, put your arms about
their necks, and bid the Ilittle
God! Upon their infant hearts, stamp the image of Yourself. As

N
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they are in the image of the earthynake them in the image
ofthe heaveml, t hat at the [ ast | may
l,and thechildrewou have given me. 066
Il. The second head of my discourse this morning was to
be,SUDDEN DEATH , AS WE VIEW IT MORE PARTICULARLY
IN RELATION TO OURSE LVES.
The miners of Risca had no mddea of dying that
Saturday morning than you or | haver did there seem
much likelihood that they would. They had gone up and down
the pit, some of them, mathpusands of times in their lives.
Itis true that some had perished there, but then, hguwnaery
hadgone up and down, and had not perished? No, they had
grown so fearless of danger, that some of tham thrust
themselves into it in defiance of every regulation for the
preservation of human lifel Thegre bold and careless, and
would gratifya selfish indulgence when a spark might have
caused the destructiohthem all. We will not say that it was
any negligence that caused this accident; God fioabide
should lay anything to the charge of those who have now
departed, and have to ansWweforetheir Godi but, at any
rate, it is sure that men who have most to do with danger are
generally the mostllous, and those who are most exposed,
are usually utterly careless about the very danger which others
see, but which they will not see thenasel&ny warning you
or | might have given them would haveen thought
unnecessary, i f not i mpertinent.
have done this50timesbefovdtry may | not do it
as in a moment, although there was no lightning flash, no
earthquakeno opening of a pit to swallow themfuim a
moment the gas explodeand they stand befotiee Eternal
God! It was but the twinkling of an Byas though the last
trumpet had sounded, (and indeedid sound as far as they
were concerned), andwh fell the lifeless corpse and the spirit
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returnedo God who made it! And you and | are in danger, too.
We are not in the pit in the midst of explosivdairthere are

a thousand gates to death! How many there are who have fallen
dead in the streetsldw many sitting in their own homes? |
stayed, but a week or two ago, with an excellent Christian man
whowas then in the best, and most hearty health. | was startled,
indeed, when | heard immediately afterhihbhad come home,

and sitting down in highair, had shut his eyes and died! And
these things are usuaid in such a city as ours we cannot go
down a street without hearing of some such visitation! Well,
ourturn must come. Perhaps we shall die falling asleep in our
beds after a long sicknesst probably wehall be suddenly
called in such an hour as we think not, to face the realities of
eternity. Well, if it is sd,there are a thousand gates to death,

if all means and any means may be sufficient to stop the current
ofour life;ifrealhg f t er al |, spi dersd webs
substantial things than humarfliiéwe are but a vapor, or a
dying taper that soon expires in darknedsat then?

Why, first, | say, let us all look upon ourselves as dying men;
let us not reckon on tomorrdv@h, letus not procrastinate,
for taken in Satands great net
and wait, and wait, tiime is gone, and the great knell of
eternity shall toll our dissolution! Today is your only time, O
mortalmen; the present momenths tonly moment you may
call your own, and oh, how swift its wings! fibis is your$
yesterday is gomdomorrow is with God, and may never
come! 0 T o d a lyear His ¥oicey bardenwot lydur
hearts.éd Many have had ttheir fi
of deathand hence it is that Satan never likes to let a man think
of the grave. | know a family in which the goverrbss,
daughter of a Christian minister, was told upon her entering her
office that she was nevemention the subject of death et
children. They were never to know that children might die! |
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did notmarvel when | knew the infidelity of the head of the
householdl what better atmosphere for an infigeebreathe
in than where the blast of death is never felt? Infidels ought to
be imnortal; they ought to live a world where they can never
digi for their infidelity will never be able to pass the stream of
Jordan!There are infidels on earth, but there are none in
heaven, and there can be none in hell! They are all cafvinced
convincedby terrible facfs convinced that there is a God
while they are crushed beneath \idisgeance, and made to
tremble at His eternal power! But | pray you, brothers and
sisters, be not suébols as to live as though your bones were
iron, and your ribs weredss. Let us not be such madmen as
to run as though there were no bounds to our race; let us not
play away our precious days as thoughwdagscommon as
sands on a seashore! That hourglass yonder contains all the
sands of your life. Do y@ee them runng? How swiftly do
they empty out! With some of you, the most of the sands are
in thebottom bulb of the glass, and there are only a few to go
trickling through the narrow passages of its daysind that
glass shall never be turned dgdtishall neverun a second
time for you. Let it once rusut, and you will die! Oh, live as
though you meant to die! Live as though you knew you might
die tomorrowThink as though you might die now, and act this
very hour as though | could utter the mandatteath, ath
summon you to pass through the portals of the tomb!

And then, take care, | pray you that you who know Christ
not only live as though you meant tolli¢ Jive while you live.
Oh, what a work we have to do, and how short the time to do
it in! Millions & unconverted men, and nothing but our feeble
voice with which to preach the Word! My soul, shakwyeu
condemn yourself in your dying moments for having preached
too often, or too earnestly? No, neXerl may rebuke your
slotii but you can never bemogour excessive industry!
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Minister of Christin your dying hour, it will never be a theme

of reproach to you, that you preached ten times el

that you stood up every day to preach Christ, and that you so
preached that you spent yoursaif] wast your body with

weakness. No, it will be our dull sermons that will haunt us on

our dyingoeds, our tearless preaching, our long studying, when

we might have preached better had we come awhy

preached without them. Our hunting after popularity, by

gattering together fine words, insteadafing right up and

saying to the people, O0Men and w
for your life and fly o Cih preashingto them in rédubt

simple words of the wrath to come, and of the Love of Christ!

Oh, there aresome of you members of our churéhago are

livingi but what are you living foBRrely you are not living to

getmonefft hat is the worldlingbds ob
merelytp|l ease yourselves? Why that |
Oh, how few there aid the members of owhurches who

really live for God with all their hearts! Do we give to God as

much as we givetoourownl easur es? Do we gi Vv
service as much time as we give many of our trifling
amusements? Whyge have professional meneafucation,

men of excellent training and alsilityho when they once get

into a church, feel that they could be very active anywhere

elsé but as Christians they have nothingdbThey can be

energetic in parish vestries, or in the rifle corps, but in the

church, they give their nanbeit their energies are dormant.

Ah, my dear hearers, you who love the Savior, when we shall

come befor€hristin heaven, if there can be a regret, it will be

that we did not do more for Christ while we where! | think

as ve fall down before His feet, and worship Him, if we could

know a sorrow, it would Heecause we did not bring Him in

more jewels for His crofindid not seek more to feed the

hungry, oto clothe the nakéddid not give more to His cause,
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and did not labor nre that the lost sheep of theuse of Israel
might be restored. Live while you live! While it is called today,
work, for the nightomes wherein no man can work.

And let us learn never to do anything which we would not
wish to be found doing if we weredie. We are sometimes
asked by young people whether they may go to the theater,
whether they may danoe,whether they may do this or that.
You may daanythingrhich you would not be ashamed to be
doingwhen Christ shall come! You may do anything wiich y
would not blush to be found doing if the hafdeath should
smite you! But if you would dread to die in any spot, do not go
there. If you would natish to enter the presence of your God
with suckandsuch a word upon your lips, utter not that word.
Or if there would be a thought that would be uncongenial to
the Judgment Day, seek not to think thatght! So act that
you may feel you can take your shroud with you wherever you
go. Happy is he whdies in his pulpit! Blessed is the man who
dies in hidaily business, for he is found with his loins girt
about him, serving his Master. But, oh, unhappy must he be to
whom death comes as an intruder, farts him engaged in
that which he will blush to have ever touched when God shall
appear in judgmer®ower supreme; You everlasting King
permit not death to intrude upon arsplent houi but find
me rapt in high meditatighhymning my great Creafior
proclaiming the love of Jesus, or lifting upheert in prayer
for myself and my fellow sinners! Let me bitesmy God
and then, Death, | will nghy to you when you may cdime
come when you will. But if I might choose, come to me while
| amyearning after souls! Come to me when the cry of inviting
love is on my lips, and when | am weepirey the souls of
menlCome to me, then, that men mayisay
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OHe did his body with his char
He ceased at once to work and

But | may talk thus about sudden death and the likelihood
of it, but ah, sirs, | cannot stir your hedots| cannot stir my
own asl would! The fact that so many die each day has very
little force in it for udhecause it is so trite an eiemte have
heard of it so many times. We look down the catalog of deaths,
and take the average and we say,
hundreda b ov e t h e oardyimghever eomés hbmet
to us. All men will persist in thinking all men mortal but
themselves. If thergere a great Hydra in the city of London
which every day ate 10 of the inhabitants of London alive, we
should be dreadfullyiserablg especially if we never knew
when it would be our turn to be eatenkéf were certain that
it would eat all in London, fandby, but would only eat 10 in
a week, we shouldll tremble as we passed by the huge
monsterds den, &dedmygayj meWbeAnwi
would cast a cloud over the whole metropolis, blacker than its
usual fog. But here is a monster, Deathich devours its
hundreds at its meal; and with its iron tongue, the funeral knell
keeps crying out fanore! Its greedy and @imble appetite is
never filled; its teeth are never blunted; its ravenous hunger is
never stayédand here we are, and though it will be our turn,
by-andby, to be devoured of this greminstefi yet how little
do we think about it? One reason, | thinkhesause we so
seldom visit the dyingonce stood by the side of a poor boy
whom | had taught as a Sunday school teacher; he had received
very little good training at home, and though he was but a lad
of seventeen, he became a drunkand, drank himselb
death at one debauch. | saw him, and talked to him, and tried
to point him tothe Savior. And | heard, at last, the destte
in his throat; and as | went downstairs, | thought evergbody
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fool for doing anything except preparing to die. | bedaako

upon the men who drove tharts in the stre@tthe men who

were busy at their shops, and those who were selling their
warefi asbeing all foolish for doing anything except their
eternal busine8sand myself most of all foolish for not
pointing dying simers to a living Christ, and inviting them to
trust in His precious blood! And yet inhar or so, all things

took their usual shape, and I began to think that | was not dying,
after all, and tould go away and be, | fear, as heartless as
before. | cow begin to think that men were, after all, imise
thinking of this world and not the next. | mean not that | really
thought so, but | fear | acted asttiought so! The impression

of the deathbed was soon obliterated. If you could see all die
who die, prhapghe impression would be different. | would
liken the sons of men to a company of South Sea Islanders,
whose canoe, being disabled, floated upon a raft, and they were
attacked by sharks. They disappearedy one, till but three

or four were leftCan you conceive the despair which would
settle uporthe countenance of these few? If they knew a god,
do you not think they would then, indeed, callio® And in

what respect, except that death was more apparent to them,
were they different from uSlanafter man is being taken away
from us by the devouring monster; friends and kinsfolk have
beensnatched into the deep, and some of us remain upon the
edge of the raft. Yon gragired man may like next who is
carried away. The hosts of God are crotsnflood! Some

have already passed it, arelsinging the eternal songfiand

OWe are to the margin come,
And soon expect to die.©é

God help us so to live in the expectation of death, that
Christ may be glorified in us whether we sleepake, and
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that we may be able to say, OFor
gain. ¢

Ill. | shall detain you but a few minutes longer, while |
dwell upon the third theme, which AT SUDDEN
EXCHANGE WHICH A SUD DEN DEATH WILL CAUSE .

You see yonder Christfame is fll of a thousand fedrs
he is afraid even of his interest in Chkis!is troubled
spiritually, and vexed with temporal cares; you see him cast
down and exceedingly troublad faith but very weak. He
steps outside yon door, and there meets him a nersiseny
God who smites him to the heart, and he is dead. Can you
conceive the change? Death has cured himfe&tsshis tears
are wiped away, once and for all, from his eyes. And, to his
surprise, he stands wherddered he should neveribm the
midst of the redeemed of God, in the general assembly and
church ofthe firstborn! If he should think of such things,
would he not upbraid himself for thinking so mudhifrials
and of his troubles, and for looking into a future which he was
never to sée See yonder mare can scarcely walk; he has a
hundred pains in his body; he says he is more tried and pained
than anyman. Death puts his skeleton hand upon him and he
dies. How marvelous the change! No aches noeasting
down of spirit; he then isugremely blest, the decrepit has
become perfect, the weak has becstmumg, the trembling
one has become a David, and David has become as the angel
of the Lord! Listen tehe song which pours from the lips of
him who just now groaned! Look at the celestidle which
lights the features of the man just now racked with pain, and
tormented with anguish! Was ever chawagseurprising, so
marvelous? When | think of it, | could almost long for it to
come across myself thigrning! To go from the thousand
eyef you who look upon me, to look into the eyes of Christ,
and togo from your songs, to the songs of spirits before the
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throne; to leave the Sabbath work on earth foetamal

Sabbath of reS§tto go from unbelieving hearts, from

Christians who need to bleeered, arginners who need to be

convinced to be with those who need no preaching, but who
inoneeternd ong sing, OHallelujah to
can imagine that when a man dies thus suddenly, tree of

first emotions he experiences in thd nexld will besurprise

| can conceive that the spirit knaveg where it is; it is like a

man waking up from a dream; he looks about him. Oh, that

glory! How resplendeyon throne! He listens to harps of gold,

and he can scar dechigf ofsimnérand ve it t
yet in heaven! |1, a doubting one
when he is conscious that heaeally in heaven, oh, what
overwhelmin@ jogw is the spirit flooded with delight, covered

over withitAi scarcely able to enjoy it hese it seems to be all

but crushed beneath the eternal weight of gdoy!next,

when the spirit has power to recover itself, and open its eyes

from the blindness caused by tlégzling light of God and to

thinkii when its thoughts have recovered themsdtom the

sudden effecof a tremendous flood of blisshe next

emotion will begratitudéSee how that believer, five minutes

ago a mourner, now takes his crown from off his head, and

with transporting joy and gratitude bows belfioies Savi or 0 s
throne!Hear how he sings! Was ever song like that, the first

song he ever sang that hthe fullness of paradise and
perfectoninioUnt o Hi m t hat | oved me,
frommysinsirHi s bl ood, unto Him be gl
repeats it, and repeats it agand looks round to cherubim

and seraphim and prays them to assist him in his song, till all

the harps of heaven;taught the melodyf gratitude, réuned

by the one faithful heart, send up another hallelujah, and yet
another and another while the fhods of harmony surround

the eternal throne of God!
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But what must be the change to the unconverted man? His
joys are over forever; his death igimegh of his happindss
his funeral is the funeral of his mirth. He has just risen from his
cups; he haandher cup to drain which is full of bitterness. He
has just listened to the sound of the harp, and the wiotin,
the music of those who make merry. An eternal dirge greets his
ears, mixed with the dole@iflorus of the shrieks of damned

souls! Whathorreomnd sur prise shal/l sei ze
God, sane, ol thought it was not
minister said to me is true; the things | wouldel¢ve are at

|l ast really so.6 When the poor s

of angry fiendsand liftsup his eyes in hell, being in torment so

hot, so feverish, so thirsty, that it shall seem in that first
momentas though it had been athirst for a million years, what
will be his surprisehere@ldasd am |,
in the steets of London but a minute ago; | was singing a song
but an instant before, ah@re am | in helll! What? So soon
damned? Is the sentence of God like a lightning flash? Does it
S0 instantaneousgyve the spirit and destroy its joys? Am |
real | y wkenthe?soul lasodnvindgesklf that it is
actually in hell, can you imagine next the overwhelming horror
that will roll over it? Ittoo, will be stunned with a mighty
floodfi not with a flood of glory, but with a flood of anger, of
wrath,of divine juice! Oh, how the spirit is tormented fiow
tormented beyond thought! And then at lakgn the wave
recedes a moment, and there is a pause, what black despair shall
then seize upon the spirit!

Have you ever seen men die without hope? | read but
yesterday case of a young woman who peatrastinated
many times, and at last she was told by the physician that within
nine hours he really believete would be a corpse. Then,
when death really became a matter of fact to her, she rose up
in thebed upon whiclshe had been laid by the sudden stroke
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of God, and she pray@grayed till she fell batkinting, and
her lips were livid, and her cheek was pale, while she cried,
0God be mer ci f ufFriendsotalkedeto har, si nner
consoled and comforted her, andebhdr trust in Christ. But
s h e s aofdo useddr you to somfort me! No, it is too
late! | made a fatal resolve some months ago that lagaimd
enjoy the world, and that resol v
then she rose up in bed again, wigls starting from their
sockets, and prayed again till she was breathless, and groaned
and cried, and felbwn again in a faint, needing to be restored
once more. And so she did, till with a ghastlyil@kawful
look of horrofi as though she felt the anguisf another
world, she expired.

Now, if such is the remorse of a spirit before it feels the
wrath of Godi if the first drops are sufficiettius to destroy
all hope, and beat in pieces all our boaétimpat will the
eternal hail lie whatwill the everlasig sleet of divine wrath
be when once it is poured out? Sodom and Gomorrah! Why all
their fiery hail from heaven shall be nothing compared with the
eternal fire that must fall upon the sinBerlyou think I love
to speak on such a theme as this? Mytreoobles while she
thinks of it. No, would sooner preach of other things biy far
but it is necessary that men may be awakened. Oh, | implore
you, men and women, you who know not God, and are still
condemned because you believe ndZhirisfi | pray you
thin k of these things! Oh, t hat [
could weep over sinnexs he did; but my soul feels as true an
anguish for your souls as ever Baxter felt! Oh, that you would
besaved! My eyes ache; my brow is full of fire because | cannot
preah as | wanted to preach to you! @t God would take
up the work, and send His truth right home. | know | shall soon
die, and you, tod\nd | shall face each of you, and your eyes
shall stare on me forever and ever, if you are lost thmyugh
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unfaithfuness. And shall it beshall it be? Oh, that we had a

hope that all of us mightseethefade God and | i ve! ¢

in the Lord Jesus Christ, and vyo
Spirit of God, convict of sin and bring the heart to Christ,

and may we all withowteeption se¥our face in joy and glory,

and praise You, world without end. Amen.
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A Sermon
Delivered on SabbatiMorning, December 16th, 1860
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At Exeter Hall, Strand

olf I justify my self, my own mouth shall condemn me: if |
say,| am perfect, it shall also prove me pervers@i Job 9:20

EVER SINCE man became a sinner he has been self
righteous. When he had righteousness of hishewmever
gloried of it, but ever since he has losteithas pretended to
be the possessor of it! Thge®ud words which our father
Adam uttered when he sought to screen himself from the guilt
of his treasoagainst his Maker, laying the blame apparently on
Eve, but really upon God who gave him wmenan, \ere
virtually a claim to blamelessness. It was but a fig leaf he could
find to cover his nakednebsat how proud was he of that-fig
leaf excuse, and how tenaciously did he hold to it. As it was
with our first parents, so is it withfuselfrighteousness i
born with us, and there is perhaps no sin wiashso much
vitality in it as the sin of righteous self. We can overcome lust
itself, and anger, and terce passions of the will better than
we can ever master the proud boastfulness which rises in our
hearts, and tempts us to think ourselves rich and increased in
goods while God knows we are nakedpandand miserable!
Tens of thousands of sermons have been preached against self
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righteousness, ampét, it is as necessary to turn the great guns
of thelaw against its walls today as ever it was. Martin Luther
said he scarcely ever preached a sermon without preaching
against the righteousness of manyaedt |, he said, ol
| still cannot preach it down. Still men will boast in what they
can do, ad mistakeéhe path to heaven to be a road paved by
their own merits, and not a way besprinkled by the bfood
the atonement of Jesus Christ. o
compliment you by imagining that all yafu have been
delivered from the great delusad trusting in yourselves! The
godly, those who arighteous through faith in Christ, still have

to mourn that this infirmity clings to them; while as to the
unconverted themselves, their besetting sin is to deny their guilt,
to plead that they are amd as othersnd to indulge still the

vain and foolish hope that they shall enter into heaven from
some doings, sufferings, weeping of their own! | do not
suppose there are any who areriggiteous in as bold a sense
asthe poor countryman | havednd of. His minister had tried

to explain to him the way of salvation, dititer his head was

very dull, or else his soul was very hostile to the truth the
minister would impart; fdre so little understood what he had

heard, that when the questionwaspu 0 Now t hen, what
wayby which you hope you can be ¢
poor honest si mpl et grnflveesetod, oDo

sleep one cold frosty night under a hawthorn bush, that would

go a great way towarnds¢ ? 6 c o n c esufferingighgt, t hat hi
in some degree at least, assist him in getting into heaven! You

would not state your opinion in so bold a manner; you would

refine it, you would gild it, you would disgitisdout it would

come to the same thing after all' You wouldbslikve that

some sufferings, repentings,believing of your own, might

possibly merit salvation. The Church of Rome often tells this

so very plainly, that we cannot think it less than profanity! |
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have been informed that there is in ond@Romishltapels
in Cor k, a monument bearing thes
Sacred to the memory thfe benevolent Edward Molloy; a
friend of humanity, the father of the poor; he employed the
wealth ofthis world only to procure the riches of the next, and
leaving dalance of merit in the book of life,ade heaven
debtor to mercy. He died October
not suppose that any of yaill have such an epitaph on your
tombstones, or ever dream of putting it as a matter of account
with God, and stking a balance with Himyour sins being
on one side, and your righteousness on thediotéied hoping
that a balance might remain! And yet, the very same idea, only
not so honestly expresfed little more guarded and a little
more refinefi the same idea graught to speak after a gospel
dialect, is inherent in us all, and only divine grace can
thoroughly cast it out of us!
The sermon of this morning is intended to be another blow
against our seffghteousness. If it witlot die, at least let us
spare n@rrows against it; let us draw the bow, and if the shaft
cannot penetrate ikeart, it may at least stick in its flesh and
help to worry it to its grave.
I. Endeavoring to keep close to my text, | shall start with
this first poinii that THE PLEA OF SELFR IGHTEOUSNESS
CONTRADICTSITSELF.O I f | justify myself,
shall condemme . ¢
Come, friend, you who justify yourself by your own works,
|l et me hear you momeeddfasalwatonsay t h
by the blood and righteousness of anofoet,believe that |
have kept the commandmeotssod from my youth up, and
I do not think that | am guilty in His sight. | hope that | may
be able in my own right to clainm
your plea and this declaration of yoursinisitsef a
condemnation of you, because upon its very surface it is
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apparent that yoare committingwdiile you are pleading that you
have no diar, the very plea itself is a piece of high and arrogant
presumption'God has said it, let Jew and Gentile sigp h
mouth, and let the entire world stand guilty be®we. We
have it on Inspired authority, t|
not one. 6 godbdresasenone that s
told by the mouth of a prophet s
like wandering sheep, have gone astray. We have turned
everyone to his own wawyardd And vy
righteous, do commit the sin of calling God a Yiavhave
dared to impugn His veracity, ytave slandered His justice.
This boast of yours is) itself, a sin so great, so heinous, that
if you had onlythat one sin to account for, it would be
sufficient to sink you to the lowest hell. Doast say, is in
itself a sin! The moment that a
commits a sin in the sayiofjitii the sin ofcontradicting his
Maker, and making God a false accuser of His creatures.

Besides, do you not see, you vain and foolish creature, that
you have been guiltymridén the veryanguage you have used?
Who but a proud man would stand nd aommend himself?
Who but onewvho was proud as Lucifer, would in the face of
Godds decl arati on, de didéhe e hi mse
best of men ever speak thus? Did they not, all of them,
acknowledge that they were guilty2Jold of whom Godesd
that he was a perfect and an upright man, claim perfection? Did
he not jsstfyymysel§ iyfown mouth shall condemn
med? Oh, proud wretch, SaAtanw ar e vy«
bewitched you! How has he made you lift up your horn on high
and spak with a stiff neck! Takeed to yourself, for if you
had never been guilty before, this pride of yours were quite
sufficienttodraw e hovahds thunderbolts ou
make Him smite you once and for all to your eternal
destructionBut further, the plea of seiighteousness is self
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contradictory upon another ground, for all tresifxighteous
man pleads for momparative ght eousness. O0Why, O
am no worse than nmgighborg in fact, a great deal better! |
do not drink, or sweal do not commit fornication or adultery;
I am no Sabbath breaker, | am no thief. The laws of my country
do not accuse, much less condemn ram) better than the
most of men, and if | am not saved, God help those who are
worse than | am! If | cannebter the kingdom of heaven, who
can?o0 fibutshén, adl that you claim is that you are
righteousas compared withther$o you not see that this is a
very vain and fatal plea, because youfdatiradmit that you
are notperfectlighteoué that thee issomsin in yoé only
you claim there 0t as much in you as in another! You admit
that you are diseased, but then, the plague spot is not so
apparent in you, as in ydelow maviou admit that you have
robbed God, and have broken His laovdy you have not
done it with so desperate an intent, nor with so many
aggravations as others. Now tikiwirtually a plea @fuilty
disguise it as you may! You admit that you have been guilty,
and against ydhe sentence comesfaitd The soul t hat
s h a | Takedhéea to yourself that you find no shilttris
refuge of lies, for it shall certainly fail you when God shall come
to judge the world withighteousness and the people with
equity!

Suppose now for a moment that a command is issued to
the beasts of the forest that they should bestmep. It is
quite in vain for the bear to come forward, and plead that he
was not so venomousceeature as the serpent. It would be
equally absurd for the wolf to say that though stealthy and
cunningand @unt and grim, yet he was not so great a grumbler,
nor so ugly a creature as the bear. Theniigint plead that he
had not the craftiness of the fo
tongue in blood, buthen, | have some virtues which may
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commendmeandhi ch, in fact, have made
What would this argument avail? The indictment is that these
animals are naheé@ptheir plea againgie indictment is that
they are no less like sheep than other creatures, and that some
of them have morgertleness and more docility than others of
their kind. The plea would never stand! Or use another picture.
If in the courts of justice, a thief, when called up, should argue,
oWel I, I  am n esame.sTloeregre ®© betfourd t hi e f
some living in Wrethapel or St. Giles who have been thieves
longer than have, and if there is one conviction in the book
against me, there are some who have a dozen convictions
against them. o6 No magistrate wou
excuse as that! It would be tantamndo his admission of a
degree of guilt, though he might try to excuse himself because
he had not reachedhigher degree. It is so with you, sinner!
You have sinned. Another mands s
must stand upon your own feet! At the Dayumfgment you
must, yourself, make a personal appearrmtd, will not be
what another man has done that will condemn, or acquit you,
but your own persongliilt. Take heed; take heed, sinner, for
it will not avail you that there are others blackersivithan
yourself! If there is but a spot upon you, you are lost! If there
isbutons i n unwas bleodi ybuyporfiomn ;mussbé
with the tormentors a holy God cannot look even upon the
least degred iniquity!
But further, the plea of the setinceited man is that he
has done his best, and can clapparéiatighteousness. It is
true, if you touch him in a tender place, he acknowledges that
his boyhood and higouth were stained with sin. He tells you
that i n his ear |thathddidyrampmgs was a ¢
which he is sorry for now. O0But
like spots in the sun; these are tiklya small headland of
waste ground in acres of fruitful soil; | am still good, | am still
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righteous, becausey virtues exceedy vices, and my good
deeds quite cover wup al/l the mis
Well, sir, do you not see that the only righteousness you claim
is apartiafighteousness, andtirat very claim, you do in fact,
make an admission that you are not pgrféou admit you

have committedome sins. Now | am not responsible for what

| am about to state, nor am | to be blamed&shness in it,
because | state neither more nor less than the very truth of
Godi it is of no saving grade you that you haveot
committed 10,000 simdor if you have committezheou are

a lost soul! Thiaw is to be kept intact and entire, and the least
crack or flaw, or breakage, spoils it. The robe of righteousness,
in which you must stand at last, must be without spot or
blemish; if there is but one microscogi@in upon it, which is
supposing what is never true, yet even then, the gates of heaven
never caradmit you. Aperfedghteousness you must have, or
else you shall never be admitted to that wetidistl You may

say 0l have kept such a commandme
it, 6 but i fanotheruoumae guity di theowkaten
because the whole law is like one rich and cosflyivesene

in design and fashidrthough you break not the foot, and
stain not tke margin, yet, if there is diaw or damage, the
whole vessel is marred. And so if you have sinaegpioint,
atanytime, and iranydegree, you have broken the whole law;
you stand guilty of it before Godhor can you be savedthg

works of the layor by a church, do what you may.

ol t is a hard sentence, 6 says
Indeed, whaarbear it? Whearbear tostand at the foot of
Sinai and hear its thunders roar

the mountain, it mudte stonedor hr ust t hrough wi t}
Who can stand when the lightnings flash and God descends
uponMount Paran, and the hills melt like wax beneath His feet?
0By the deeds ofltehhd Ilawinlgebe §|
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0Cursed is everyomnmalkthingshtltataceont i n u e
writteninthelaw o do t hem. 6 Cur sed i s th
once, yeshopelessly cusddr as the law is concern@dil
sinner, | cannot help turning aside from the subject for a
moment to remind you that there is a ofagdvation, and a
way by which the | awdsChdse mands ¢
bore all the punishmeat all believers, so that they cannot be
punished. Christ kept the law of God for believers, and He is
willing to cast about any and every penitent dimigperfect
robe of righteousness which He Himbal worked out. But
youcannot keep the law, and if you bring up your self
righteousness, the law condebyoth it and you! Out of your
own mouth it condemns you, inasmuch as you have not done
allthingsand have not kept all the law. A great rock lies in your
path to heaven; a mountain insurmountaldejf impassable;
and by that road no man shall ever enter into eternal life.

The plea of selighteousness, then, is in itself-self
contradicting, ankdas only to be fairly statedaio honest man
for him to see that it will not hold water for a single moment!
What need of labored argumamntisprove a se#fvident lie?
Why should we tarry longer? Who but a very fool would
maintaina notion which fliesn its own face, and witnesses
against itself?

Il. But now, | pass to the second poimE MAN WHO
USES THIS PLEA CONDE MNS THE PLEA HIMSELF .

Not only does the plea cut its own throat, but the man
himself is aware when he uses it, that itesibandfalse, and
vain refuge. Now, this is a matter of conscience, and therefore,
| must deal plainlyith you, and if | speak not what you have
felt, then you can say | am mistaken. But, if | speak what you
must confess to be true, let it be as the very vbiGedto
you! Menknowthat they are guilty! Ttenscience of the
proudest man, when it is allowed to speak, tells him that he
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deserves the wrath of Géte may brag in public, but the very
loudness of his bragging proves that he has an uneasy
conscienceand therefore, he makes a mighty din in order to

drown its voice. Whenever | hear an infidel sayinghiags

of Christ, it reminds me of the men of Moloch, who beat the

drums that they might not hear teereams of their own

children. These loud blagphies, these braggart boastings are

only a noisy way dfowning the shrieks of conscience! Do not

believe that these men are honest. | think all contravithisy

them is time thrown away. | would never argue with a thief

about the principles of honesty, with a known adulterer
concerning the duty of chastity. Devils are not to be reasoned
withfi but to be casb u t ! Parl eying with hel
turn except the devilds. Did Pau
with Simon Magus? | would not cross sworthsauwnan who

says there is no Gbche knows there God'When a man

laughs at Holy Scripture, you need not argue wifin héams

either a fool or knavé perhaps both. However villainous he

may be, his conscience has some light; he knows thaewhat

speds is untrue. | cannot believe that conscience is so dead in

any man as to let him believe that bpesking the truth when

he denies the Godhead; and much more | am certain that
conscience never dgive assent to the utterance of the
braggart who sayse deserves eternal life, or has no sin of

which torepent, or which by repentance may be washed away
without the blood of Christ. He knows within himtiedt he

speaks that which is false! When Professor Webster was shut

up in prison for murder, heomphkined to the prison
authorities that he had been insulted by his fellow prisoners,

for he said thathrough the walls of the prison he could hear
them al ways crying outblobdgy hi m, o
man!é As it was not crisoneri stent
should insult another, the strictest inqwag made, and it was
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found that no prisoner had ever said such a word, or that if he
had said itWebster could not have heard it. It was his
conscience! It was not a word coming through the wétls of
prison, butan echo reverberating from the wall of his bad heart,
as conscience snhaonu!t edgu obYloaio chyl omo
There is in all your hearts a witness who will not cease his
testimony. It crie) You si nf ul man ! You sir
have only tdisten to it, and you will soon find that every
pretensef being saved by your good works must crumble to
the ground! Oh, hear it now and listen to iafaroment! | am
suremyconscience says, OYou sinful
And | think yours mustay the same unless you are given up
of God, and left to a seared conscience to perish in your sins.

When men get alofdf in their loneliness the thought of
death forces itself upon th@nthey boastno more of
goodness. It is not easy for a man to lie shéid seeing the
naked face of death, not aistance, but feeling that his breath
is breathing upon the skeleton, and that he must soon pass
throughthe iron gates of death. Itis not easy for a man to plead
his selrighteousness then! The bony fingjentsst themselves
|l i ke daggers into his proud f1l e:
tones which cannot beeard by mortal ear, but which are
listened to by the mortal héad wher e now are al
gl or i wek®upontkhe man and the wreath of laurel that
was upon his brow fades and falls to the earthblidsted
flowers; he touches his breast, and the star of honor which he
wore molds, and is quenched id&wkness. He looks at him
yet agaifi that breasplate of selfighteousness which
glittered upon hirike golden mail suddenly dissolves into dust,
like the apples of Sodom before the touch of the gathkeer!
man finds himself, to his own surprise, naked and poor, and
miserable when most he needed taitle when most he
required to be happy, and tddbessed. Yes, sinner, even while
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this sermon is beingttered, you may seek to refute it to
yourself and say, oWel |, I bel i e
that this fuss about a new birth, imputed righteousness, and
being washed in blood is all unnecgssap  Balaneliness
of your silent chamber, especially when death shall be your
dread and grim companiogu shall not need me to state
thisn you shall see it clearly enough yourselves, see it with eyes
of horrorfi and feel it with a heart of dismag @espair, and
perish because you have despised the rightecofsGhsist!
How abundantly true, however, will this be at the Day of
Judgment. | think | see that day of fire, tiegt of wrath. You
are gathered as a great multitude before the eteoms ¢f
God. Thosewhoameobed in Christds fine |
righteousness of the saints, are caught up to the right hand. And
now the trumpet soundsf there are any who have kept the
law of Godi if there are faultless onesthiére are any who
havenevesinned, let them stand forth and claim the promised
reward! But, if not, lehe pit of hell engulf the sinner, let the
fiery thunderbolt be launched upon the impenitent offenders!
Now, stand forth, sir, and clear yourselfl Come forth, my friend,
and claim the reward, because otthech you endowed, or
the row of almshouses that you erected! What? What? Does
your tongue lig@umb in your mouth? Come forward, come
forwardi you who said you had been a good citizenfeldad
the hungry, and clothelet nakell come forward and claim
the reward! What? What? Is your faoeed to whiteness? Is
there an ashy paleness on your cheeks? Come forward, you
multitudes who rejecté&hrist, and despised His blood! Come
now and say, oAl I t htdfrontmymma n d me r
youth up.o6 What? Are you seized
light of judgment driven out the darknedsyour sel
righteousness? Oh, | see you, | see you, you are not boasting
now! But you, the bestofyauy e crying, O0You roc
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You nountains, open your stony bowels, and let me hide
myselffromt he face of Him who sits up
why such a coward? Come; face it out before Maker!
Come up, infidel! Now, tell God there is no God! Come, while
hell is flaming in your nos#;come and say there is no hell; or
tell the Almighty that you never could bear to hear-&raell
sermonpreached! Come now, and accuse the minister of
cruelty, or say that we love to talk on these tettrdotees. Let
me not mock you in your misdryt let me picture to you how
devils shallmockyod0.Aha, 6 say they oOwhere
now? Are your ribs of iron, and your bones of brass? Will you
dare the Almighty now, and dash yourselves upon the points
of His buckler, or run upon His glittersipp e ar 2?6 See t hem
them as they sink! The gulf has swallowed them up! The earth
has closed agaamd they are gone; a solemn silence falls upon
the ears. But hark below, if you could descend with yioem,
would hear their doleful groans, and hollovamsp as they
now feel that the omnipotent God wigght and just, and wise
and tender, when He bade them forsake their righteousness
and flee to Chrisand lay hold on Him who can save to the
uttermost them who come unto God by Him!

Ill. THE PLEA IS ITSEL F EVIDENCE AGAINST T HE

PLEADER.
There i s an unregenerated man h
al so?06 | answer 0OiButt meowwgyrodis safy
see, therefor e, your sin remains

in the first placehat you have nevbeen enlightened of the
Holy Spirit, but that you remain in a state of ignorandeafA

man may declare that there is no such thing as music. A man
who has never seen the stars islikaly to say that there are

no stars. But what does he prove? Dogsdwe that there are

no stars? Henly proves his own folly, and his own ignorance.
That man who can say half a word about higigiteousness
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has never been enlightened of God the Holy Spirit; for one of
the first signs of a renewledart is that it dwrs itself in dust
and ashes. If you today feel yourself to be guilty, and lost and
ruined,there is the richest hope for you in the gospel. But if
you samgaood;dhave merits,youanche | aw ¢
the gospel cannot comfort yoyou are in thegall of
bitterness, and in the bondsimifjuity, and you are ignorant
that all the while you are talking thus, the wrath of God abides
on you! Amanmaye a true Christian anthyfall into sin, but
a man cannot be a true Christian, and boast isehis
righteousness. A man may be saved, though infirmity may
bespatter him with much mire, hecannot be saved who
does not know that he has been in the filth, and is not willing
to confess that hegslilty before God. There are, in one sense,
no conditims of salvation on our part, for whatever may be
conditions, God gives. But thus | know, there never was a man
yet, who was in a state of grace whadiknow himself, in
himself, to be in a state of ruin, a state of depravity, and
condemnation. If youathot know this, then | say your plea of
selfrighteousness condemns you for ignorance!

But then again, inasmuch as you say that you are not guilty,
this proves that you are impenitd&aw, the impenitent can
never come where Godins,iHeis 01 f we
faithful and justtd or gi ve us our sins. o6 0Bl
have no sins, we make God a |I|iar
God will pardon all men who confess their iniquity; if we weep
and lament, and take with us words, amaly , 0 We have
grievously sinned, forgivefiugre have greatly erred, have
mercy upon us, throughJe€@r i st , 6 God wi | | no
cry. But if we, out of our impenitent and hard hearts, put
ourselvesupoBodds Justice, God will gi
mercyAnd hat justice shall be the meting out to usiefull
vials of His indignation, and of His wrath forever and ever! He
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who is selfighteous, is impeniteafyd therefore he is not, and
cannot be saved!

Further than this, the seifhteous man, the momehat
he says he has done anything whiclreacmmmmend him to
God, proves that he is not a believer. Now, salvation is for

believers and for believessn | vy . 0OHe who believ
baptized, shall be saved. He who
Sir, youwill be damned with all your se¢fhteousness and

yourselr i ght eousness shawhichshee | i ke |

gave to Hercules, and which he put upon him and, as the old
fable has it, it became a robdiref to him. He tried to drag it
away, but heulled away pieces of his living, quivering flesh
each momentand perished miserably! Such shall your self
righteousness be to you. It seems a pleasant deagjht
intoxicates for the moment; but it is deadly and damnable as
the venom of asps, and as tiee of Gomorrah. O soul!
Would that you would flee, above all things, from self
righteousness; for a selfrighteouen does not and cannot
trust Christ and therefore he cannot see the face of God! None
butthe naked man will ever go to Christ for clgthitone but
the hungry man will ever take Christ tdisefood; none but
thirsty souls will ever come to this well of Bethlehem to drink.
The thirsty are welcomayt those who think they are good,
are welcome neither to Sinai nor to Calvary. They hagp&o
of heaven, no peace in this world, nor in that which is to come.
Ah, soul, | know not who you are; but if you have any
righteousness of your own, you are a graselds# you have
given all your goods to feed the poor; if you have built many
andmany a sanctuatfyou have gone about with sidhial
among the houses of poverty to visit the sons and daughters
affliction; if you have fasted thrice in the week; if your prayers
have been so long that your throate®me hoarse through
your e¢ying; if your tears have been so many that your eyes have
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become blindedhrough your weeping; if your readings of
Scripture have been so long that the midnight oil has been
consumed in abundaifficd, | say, your heart has been so
tender towards the poand the sick and threeedy, that you
would have been willing to suffer with tfieta bear all their
loathsome disea$eno, if adding all this, you could give your
body to be burned, yet if you trusted in any one of these things,
your damnation would be asesas though you were a thief or

a drunkard! Understand me, | mean whay! | want you not

to think | speak unguardedly. Christ said of the Pharisees of old,
the very thing that have said of you. They were good and
excellent in their way, but, Hedsdhe publicans and harlots
enter the kingdom of God before you, because they would go
the wrong way, while the poor publicand harlots were led

to go the right way! The Pharisee who went about to make a
righteousness of hisvn, did not submit to theghteousness

of Christ! The publican and the harlot, knowing that they had
nothing whereof to glory, came to Christ and took Him as He
was, and gave their souls up to be daveétis grace. Oh, that

we may do the same; for until we get rid ofigdifeausness,

we are in a state obndemnation and dyimghe sentence
must be executed upon us forever and ever!

IV. | close now upon the last point, namely, that this plea,
if we retain it, not only accuses the pleader butiT wiLL
RUIN THE PLEADER FOR EVER.

Let me show you two suicides. There is a man who has
sharpened a dagger, and seeking out his oppotierstabs
himself in the heart. There he falls. Who shall blame any man
for his death? He sldwmself; his blood is on his own head.

Here is andte he is very sick and ill. He can scarcely
crawl about the streets. A physician wgits) him; he tells
him, o0Sir, your disease is deadl
remedy which will certairfigal you. Here it is; | freely give it
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toyoulAlllaskof ou i s that you sasl | free
the man, Oyou insult me! I am as
am not sick.dé6 OBThene sanyes a¢daret aio
which | mark in your countenance which prove to me that you
have a deadljis ease about you, and | wa
thinks a momefit remembers that there have been certain
signs in him of this very sickness. A monitor within tells him
that it is so. He obstinately replieshie physician a second
timen 0 Si r | i f I ney Bwilltsend forut;randiié d i c i
needit, Iwillpay or i t. 6 He knows all t he
farthing in his pocket, and that he cannot get credit anywhere.
And there stands, the lgéving cup before him which the
physician at great expense hadaiobéd.and which he would
freely give to him, and bid him
ol witakdit. | mayte somewhat sick, but | am not worse
than my neighbors. | am not more ill than opieaple, and |
shall not t ake Histhedpanddauefinddheay vy ou
has slept his last sleep, #rate he lies stone dead. Who slew
this man? Who killed him? His blood is on his own head! He is
asbase a suicide as the other!

Now, | will show you two more suicides. There is a man
here who sajisdo Wl let what will happen the next world, |
will have my fill in this! Tell me where there are pleasures to be
had, and | will hawem; leave the things of God to old fools,
and such like | shall have the things of the present, and the
joysanddelight of ti me. 6 He drains the
frequents the haunt of folly, and ifdm®ws where there is any
vice pursued, he rushes after it. Like Byron, he is a very
thunderbolt, launcheftom the hand of an ardiend! He
flashes through the wholenfimment of sin, and blazes himself
out,until decayed in body and soul, he dies. He is a suicide! He
defied God; he went against the laws of nanoeof grace,
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despised warnings, declared he would be damned, and he has
got what he richly deserved.
Here§ another. He says, 0l despi
most upright, honest, and commendablee. | feel that |
do not need salvation, and if | did need it, | could get it myself.
| can do anything ydell me to do. | feel | have mental force
and manly iginity enough remaining in me to accomplish it! |
tell you, sir, you insult me when you bid me trust in Christ.
Well , 6 he says, ol monankdodl er t her
and so much virtue in me, that | need not a new heart nor will
| succumb and bermy spirit to the gospel of Christ on free
grace terms. 6 Very wel/l sir, whe
andyouwill do s@s surely as the most profligate and profane,
your blood will be upon your own head;yamawill be as truly
a suicide as he whaamtonly and wickedly dashed himself
against the laws of Gahd man, and brought himself to a
sudden and hasty end by his iniquity and crimes.

oWell , 0 says one, othis is a s
ri ghteous persons ,whdiar¢dyokir?am not
Are you a believer in Christ? ol
you not, twowdnb@, bui Maenlafraid | rhay not
believe i n Chrightepds, sé. Gddommarals e s el f

you tobelieve in Christ, and you say you are not fit! Now what
does this mean, but that you are waitingake yourself fit,
and this, after all, is the spirit of sEJhteousness. You are so
proud that you will naiake Christ unless you think you can

bring something to Himmt h a t i's it. 0Ah, no, O
brokenhearted soul, 01l do not think
do feel as if | would give anything if | migbpe to be saved.

But oh, | am such a wretch! | am such a wretch! | cannot

bel i eve. & NosnseHrightboashessa Chtise bids a | |

you tris t Hi m; you say, 0No, [ wi ||
because | asuchaone,andsueeone . 6 So, then, y
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to make yourself sonsfubthen Jesus Christ igltmthe rest.
It is the same spirit of selfjhteousness, only in another garb.
0Ah,y6s soan e, Oufed myinded énoudhi, as you

j ust now said, sir, then | t hin
righteousnesagain! You want yosense of nieedave you.
00h, but, sir, I canno$elfbel i eve

righteousness aghiret me just utter a solemn sentence which
you may masticate at your leidéiggu trust to your faith, and

to your repentance, you will be as much lost as if you trusted
to your goodvorks or trusted to your sins! The ground of your
salvation is ndtith,but Christlt is notrepentanioet Christlf

| trustmy trustf Christ, | am lost! My business is to trust Christ;
to rest on Him; to depenbt on what the Spirit has done in
me, but wha€hristlidforme when He did hang upon tiress.

Now, ke it known unto you that when Christ died, He took the
sins of all His people upon Hisad, and then and there they
all ceased to be! At the moment when Christ died, the sins of
all His redeemedere blotted out. He did then suffer all they
ought to haveuffered; He paid all their debts; #lr sins

were actually and positively lifted that day fhemshoulders
toHiss h o ul d e r Isord hds @id onddimtthe iniquity of
us all .6 And now, i f you believ
remainingiponyou, for your sin was laid on Christ! Christ was
punished for your sins before they were commeitedl,as

Kent say8

OHereds pardon for transgressi
It matters not how black their caste;

And oh, my soul with wonder view,

Forsinstocoméyer eds pardon too. 6

Blessed privilege of the believer! But if you live and die
unbelieveilshow this, that all your sins lie gaur own
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shoulders! Christ did never make any atonement for you; you
were never bought with blog@u never had an intergsHis
sacrifice. You live and die in yourselves; lost in yourselves;
ruined inyourselves, utterly destroyed! But beligving
moment you beliefieyou may know that you werigosen of
God from before the foundation of the world! Believing, you
may knowHhat the righteousness Christ is all yours; that all
He did, He did for you; that all He suffered, He suffered for
you. You do irfact, in the moment you believe, stand where
Christ stood as Godds wahereepted
you stood as thensier, and suffers as if He had been the sinner,
and dies as if He had bepnltyi dies in your place!

Oh, Spirit of God, give faith this morning! Win us all from
self! Knit us all to Chritmay we bsaved now by His free
grace, and be saved in eterAitgen.
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A Sermon
Delivered on SabbathiEvening, December 16th, 1860
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At Exeter Hall, Strand

oWith Him is plenteous redemption6 6 Psalms 130:7

REDEMPTION is a word which has gladdened mary ea
when there was no heavenly sound lnétssed chime. Apart
from any theological use of it, the word is a very sweet one, and
has been melodiots many hearts. In those days when piracy
was carried on continually along the coast of Afrinen our
fellow Christian subjects were caught by sea robbers, and
carried away captive, you can weltlerstand how the
burdened soul of the manacled slave, chained to the oar of his
galley, was gladdermdthe hope that possibly there would be
redemptiodis cru¢ master, who had forced him into his
possessiomwould not willingly emancipate him; but a rumor
came that in some distant nation they fagskd a sum of
money to purchase the freedom of sfatkat some wealthy
merchant had dedicatedhid substance tmy back his fellow
countrymen; that the king, himself, upon his throne had
promised taggive a liberal redemption that the captives among
the Moors might return to their homes. Truly | sappose
the hours would run happily along, and the drearindssirof t
toil would be relieved when ontbat wordo r ed e hadt i on, 6
sounded in their ears! So with our fellow subjects, and our
fellow merwho once were slaves in our West India settlements,
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we can well conceive that to their lips the wedgmptiomyst
have been a very pleasing song. It must have been well nigh as
sweet to them as thearriage peals to a youthful bridegroom,
when they knew that the noble British nation would count
down the twenty millions of their redemption méngat on
a certain moiing their fetters would snapped asunder, so
that they would no more go out to the plantations to sweat in
the sun, driven by thehipi but they could call themselves
their own, and none should be their masters to possess their
flesh,and have property tfeir souls. You can conceive when
the sun of that happy morn ardsehenemancipation was
proclaimed from sea to sea, and the whole land was 4t liberty
how joyful must theinewfound freedom have appeared! O
there are many sonnets in that one wordratei on! 0

Now, you who have sold for nothing your glorious heritage;
you who have been carried bond slaves o0 Sat ands domi
you who have worn the fetters of guilt, and groaned under
them; you who havemarted beneath the lash of the law of
God; whatthe news of redemption has been to slaves and
captivesthat will it be to you tonight! It will cheer your souls,
gladden your spirits, and more especiallyhgm that rich
adjective is coupled withi ibplenteouse d e mpt i on. 6

This evening, | shall considhe subject obdempti@md
then notice theadjective appendethetowoiidoplenteous
redemption. o

I. First, then, we shall consider the subject of
REDEMPTION .

| shall commence in this way, by asRiMigat has Christ
redeemédfd in order to letgu knowwhat my views are upon
this subject, | would announce at once what | conceive to be
an authoritativdoctrinéi consistent with common sense and
declared to us by Scriptiraamely, that whatever Chhisis
redeemefdl Christ will most assuredly havetarrt with that as

61



3DOOCAT T 6QVBWIOI TTO ClassicChristianLibrary.com

an axiorfi that whatever Christ hasdeemaeill Christ will

have. | hold it to be repugnant to reason and much more to
revelation, that Chrishould die to purchase what He never

shall obtain; and | hold it to be little less than blasplemy t

assert h at the intention of our Sa
frustrated! Whatever dedisveChr i st o
lay it down as a very groundwork truth of God which ought to

be granted to us by every reasomaaié thatChrist will most
certainlygain. | cannot see how it can be that the intention of

God in anything can be frustrated. We have always thought

God to be so superior to creatures, that when Herts

intended a thing, it must most assuredly be accomplished; and

if I have that granteid me, | cannotor a moment allow you

to imagine that Christ should shed His blood in vain! Nor that

He should diavith an intention of doing something, and yet

should not performfit that He should die with a full intention

in His heart, and with a promisn the part of God that a

certain thing should be given to Himaaseward of His

sufferingB and yet should fail to obtain it! | start with that;

and | think that everyorneho will weigh the matter and truly

consider it, must see itto béiso h a t s @temtionsntHE

deathmust be fulfilled, and that the design of God, whatever

that may be, must certainly be carried out!tiéel] | believe

that the efficacy of Christodos bl
the purpose of God. | believiat the efficacy f Christods
atonement is just as great as God meant it should be, and that

what Christedeemed is precisely whatriaant to redaath

exactly what the Father had decreed He should redeem!
Therefore | cannot for one moment give any credence
whatever toltat doctrine which tells tigtall men are redeemed!

Some may hold it, as | know they do, and hold it very strongly

and even urgeas being a fundamental part of the doctrine of
revelation. They are welcome to it; this is a land of libefrty.
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them had their views, but | must tell them solemnly my
persuasion that they cannot hold sidetirine if they do but

well consider the matter; for if they once believe in universal
redemption, thegre driven to the blasphemous inference that
God 6 s i rruseated,iard thatiClsrist has not received
what He died to procure! If, therefore, they can believe that, |
will give them credit for being akdebelieve anything; and |
shall not despair of seeing them landed at the Salt Lake, or in
any other regiomwhere enthusiasm and credulity can flourish
without the checks of ridicule or reason!

Starting then, with this assumption, | beg now to tell you
what | believe according to sound doctane Scripture.
Christ hageallyedeemed. His redemption is a v@mcise
redemption. He has redeemmedny things; He has redeemed
the souls of His people; He has redeemed the bodies of His
peopleHe has redeemed the original inheritance which man
lost in Adam; He has redeemed, in theplase, the world,
consideredni a certain sen$éan the sense in which He will
have the world at last.

Christ has redeemdtie souls of all His people who shall
ultimately be saVedstate it after th€alvinistic form, Christ
has redeemed H@ectBut since you do not know Hisatle
until they are revealede will alter that and say, Christ has
redeemed afpenitent soul$irist has redeemed all believing
soulsandChrist has redeemed the souls of all those who die in
infancyi seeing it is to be receivibdit all those who die in
infancy are written in the L a mi
graciously privileged ®pd to go at once to heaveimstead
of toiling through this weary world. The souls of all those who
were written before all/l worl ds i
in processf time are humbled befo@»d, who in due course
are led to lay hold of Christ Jesus as the only refuge of their
souls, who hold otheir way and ultimately attain to heéven
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these, | believe were redeeinedd | most firmly and
solemnlybelieve the sould no other men were in that sense
subjects of Chri st thedoctrimattampt i on.
Judas was redeemed. | could not conceive my Savior bearing
the punishment for Judasy if so, how could Judas be
punished again? | could not conceive isiptes that God
should exact first t Christds hands, the pe
then at the sinnerds hands agai
moment that Christ should have shed His blood in vain; and
though | have read in the books of certiaimes thatGhi st 6 s
blood is fuel for the flames of hell, | have shuddered at the
thought, and have casirdm me as being a dreadful assertion,
perhaps worthy of those who made it, but utterly unsupported
byt he Word of God! The souls of G
may b@& and they are a multitude thatman can numb@r
and | fondly hope they are all of fioare effectually redeemed!

1. Briefly, they are redeemed in three ways. They are
redeemed from the guilt of sin, from the punishroéstn,
and from the power of sn . The souls of Chris
guilt on account of sin untiley are redeemed. But when once
redemption is applied to my soul, my sins are, every one of
them,from that moment forever blotted éut

O0The moment a sinner beli eves,
And trusts in g crucified Lord,
His pardon at once he receives,
Salvation in full through His

The quilt of our sin is taken away by the redemption of
Christ. Whatever sin you may have commititedmoment
you believe in Christ, not only will you nevepurgshed for
that sin, but the very guilt tifat sin is taken from you. You
cease to be in Godds sight any |
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reckoned by God as a justified believer to have the
righteousness of Christ about you; and therefore, ysaytan
to recall a verse which we often refpeat

ONow freed from sin | walk at |
My Saviords bloodds my full di
At His dear feet my soul | lay,

A sinner saved and homage pay.

Every sin, every particle of guilt, every atom of
transgression iy the redemption of Christ, effectutdiyen
away from the entire Lordos beldi
And mark, next not only the guilt, but theunishmeoit
sin is taken away! In fact, when we dedse guilty, we cease
to be the objects of punishment altbgett Take away the
guilfi the punishmenis gone; but to make it more effectual,
it is as it were written over again that condemnation is taken
away, as well as the sin for which we might be condemned.
0There is, ther ef otothem whoare , no co
in Christ Jesus. 06 None of those
can ever be damned; tlvay never be punished on account of
sin, for Christ has suffered their punishment in their place, and
therefore, they canriotunless God is unjustbe sued a
second timéor debts already paid. If Chribgir ransom, died,
theycannadlie; if He, their surety, paid their debt, then unto
Godds | u slangecaoave dnyileng, fonChrist has paid
it all! If He has shed His blood; if He has yielded up the ghost;
ifHehas o0died, the just for the wu
how, then, would God be just, and yetpheisher of those
whom He haalready punistrack in the person of Jesus Christ
their Savior? Ndyeloved, through th@enteotedemption of
Christ, we i@ delivered from all punishment on accoéisin,
and from all guilt which we had incurred thereby.
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Moreover the believing family of Chitistr rather, all for
whom He diefl are most effectually delivefesm the power
of sin. Oh, there are some who sucthe two truths of God
| have been mentionings if they were hon@yput they
cannot endure this other pd@in€Christ delivers us from the
powenf sin! Mark you this, thgnwe affirm it very strongily
no man can ever be redeemed frongthkof sin or flom the
punishmeoftsin, unless he is at the same time delivered from
the powenf sin!Unless he is made by God to hate his own sin;
unless he is enabled to cast it to the ground; unlesndudeis
to abhor every evil way, and to cleave unto God with ful
purpose of heart, walking before Hinthi@ land of the living,
in the strength of the Holy Spirisuch a man has no right to
believe himself redeemdfdyou are still under the dominion
of your lusts, O wicked sinner, you have no right to think
yoursdia purchased heir of heaven! If you can be drunk, if you
can swear, if you can curse God, if yau lie, if you can
profane the Sabbath, if you can hate His people, if you can
despise His Word, thgmqu have no right whatever, any more
than Satan in Heto boast that you are redeemed; for all the
Lordds redeemed are in due ti me
bondage, out of the land of Egypt, and Hreytaught the evil
of sin, the horrible penalty of it, and the desperate character of
itin the sight oGod. Are you delivered from the power of sin,
my hearer? Have you mortified it? Are you dead unto it? Is it
dead unto you? Is it crucified unto you and you unto it? Do you
hate it as you would a viper? Do yread on it as you would
tread upon a serpenf¥ou do, albeit there are sins of frailty
and infirmity, yeif you hate the sin of your heart, if you have
an unutterable enmity to it, take courage and comfort! The
Lord has redeemed you from the guilt and penalty, and also
from the powebnf sin! Thatis the first pointo f Christods
redemption. And hear me distinctly again, lest any should
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mistake m@ | always like tpreach so that there can be no
mistake about it. | do not want to so preach that you will say in
the judgmenb f chari ty, véreantwhatthe d not
said. 6 Now, I mean shavkesaiinl v agai
that | believe that none others were redeemed than those who
are or shall be redeemed friti@guiltthe punishmeatd the
powenf sin! | say agdinit is abhorrent to my reasanuch
less tomy views of Scriptufieto conceive that the damned
ever were redeemed, and that the lost in helbwergvashed
in the Saviordéds blood, or that H
intention of saving them!
2. Now, let us think of the second thirChrist has
redeemed. Christ has redeemedduges of Hik childrein
that day, when Christ redeemed our souls, He redeemed the
tabernacles in which osouls dwell. At the same moment
when the spirit was redeemed by blood, Christ, who gave His
humansoul and His human body to death, purchasdabthe
as well as the soul of every believer. Yothask,in what way
His redemption operates upon the body of the believer? |
answer, first, it ensures itresurrection. Those for whom
Christ died, arensured by His death, a glorious resurrection.
OAs i mlAdame, even so in Christ,
All men are by virtue of the death of Christ quickémed
resurrectioit but even here, there is a special property of the
elefit seeing that &y aregjuickened to a blessed resurrection,
while others are quickened only to a cursed resurrection; a
resurrectiorof woe, a resurrection of unutterable anguish. O
Christian, your body is redeefmed

OWhat though your inbred sins |
Your flesh tesee the dust,

Yet, as the Lord your Savior rose,

So all His foll owers must. ¢
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What? Though in a little time | shall slumber in the tomb,
though worms devour this body, | know that Redeemer
lives, and because He livdsndwthat in my flesh | shadlee
God! These eyes whisbon shall be glazed in death shall not
be always closed in darkfiedeath shall be made to give back
his prey; he shall restore all that he has taken. Lo, | see him
there! He has the bodies of the just lockeih his dungeons;
they are wrapped up in their grave clothes and he thinks they
are secufe he hasealed their tombs and marked them for his
own. O death! Foolish death! Your caskets shall be¥iad!
storehouses shall be broken open! Lo, the morning is come!
Christha descended fromonhigh.ear the trumpet,
Awake! 6 And | o, from filwkiléeér tombs
Death sits ironfusion howling in vdinto find his empire all
bereft of its subjedisto find all his dungeons rifled their
prey. &GRraédci oneir bl ood be in Hi
be their bones! Their very dissblessed, and Christ shall raise
them with Himself. Think of that, you who have lost frignds
youweeping children of sorréwyour redeemed friends shall
live again! The me hands that grasped yowith a death
clutch shall grasp them in paradise! Those very eyes that wept
themselves away in teafsll, with eystrings that never shall
be broken, wake up in the noonday of happiness! That very
framewhich you did sorrowfly convey with dread attire of a
funeral to bury in its tonfibyes, that santmdy, made like the
image of Jesus Christ, spiritualized and changed, but
nevertheless, the same badhall rise again! And you, if you
are redeemed, shall séefdr Christ hagpurchased it, and
Christ shalhot die in vain! Death will not have one bone of
the righteou$ no, not a particle of their désho, not ahair
of their heads! It shall all come back. Christ has purchased all
our body, and the whole body shaltbmpletedcand united
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forever in heaven with the glorified soul! The bodies of the
righteous are redeemnetd redeemed for eternal happiness.
3. In the next place, all tip@ssessions of the righiebus
were lost in Adam are redeemed. Addh@re are you? | have
a controversy with you, man, for | have lost much by you.
Come here, Adanibu see what you are now; tell me what you
once were. Then, | shall know what | have lost byagduhen,
I shall be able to thank my Master that all you did lose, He has
freelybought back to all believev¢eh at di d you | ose?
cries Adam, o0l once had a crown;
The beasts crouched at my feet, and did me reverence; God
made me that | might have supreme comrogadthe cattle
upon the hills, ahover all fowls of the air, but | lost my crown.
I once hadid wmdaer,o6for | was a
oftentimes in the morning did | climb the hills and siveet
prayers of praise to Him who made me. My censer of praise
has often smoked withcense, anthy voice has been sweet
with praise. Oft have | bid misty exhalations. Sun and moon,
and stars sing Hmaise. Daily have | bid the herds upon the
hills low out His glories, and the lions roar His hohigtly
have | told the stars to ski out, and the little flowers to
blossom forth. But ah, | lost my mitard |, who was once a
priest to God, ceased any | onger
Adam, you have loste much. But yonder | see my Savior. He
takes His crown off His head, that Haynput a crown omy
head! And He puts a miter on His head, to be a priest, that He
may put a miter omyhead, toi and onthe head of all His
peoplé@ for, as we have just been singing

0OYou have redeemed our soul s wi
Have set the prisonersdte

Have made us kings and priests to God,

And we shall reign with Thee. 6
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Just what Adam Igstthe kingship and the priesthood of
Chrisfi is won for all His believing peopdad what else did
you | ose, Adam? O0Why, I | ost p
nothing upon that, foChrist has bought me a paradise worth
ten thousand such Edens as yours! So we can well forgive you
that. And what else did you | ose
Maker . o6 Ah, h u Ghhist, weAhdvee soimetding J e s us
more than that, fowe have the perfect righteousness of Jesus
Christ, andsurely that is even better than the image of the
Makefi for it is the very dress and robe that the Makee!
So, Adam, all that you have lost, | have again. Christ has
redeemed all that we sold fathing. Iwho have sold for
nothing a divine heritage, shall have it back unliotlyh gift
of love, says Chrigtyen Mine. Oh, hear it, then! The trumpet
of Jubilee is blown! Christ has redeemed the lost possessions
of His people!

4. And now, | come tahe last thing that Christ has
redeemed, though not the last point of the discdtisist has
redeemed theorld o Wel | , now, 6 says one,
Youare goingtoflatyont r adi ct yourself. 6
Understand what | mean the wdd,if you please! We do not
mean every man in it. We never pretended such a thing! But |
will tell you how Christ has redeemedwbdd. When Adam

fell, God cursed the world with
briars shall it brinfprth unto you, and ithe sweat of your
brow shall you eat bread. 6 God c

came into the world, they twisted a crown made of the cursed
thorns, and they put that on His head aradle Him king of

the curse! And in that day He purchased the redempttoa of
worldrom its curseAnd it is my very belief, and | think it is
warranted by Scripture, that when Christ shall come a second
time, this world will become everywhere as fertile as the garden
of paradise used to be. | believe 8adtara, the literdésert,
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shall one day blossom like Sharon, and rejoice like the Garden
of the Lord. Ido not conceive that this poor world is to be a
forlorn planetary wanderer forever; | believe that slet is

be clothed with vegetation, such as she once wore. e hav
evidences in the beds of coal underntregtrearth that this
world was once much more fertile than it is now. Gigantic trees
once spreatheir mighty arms, and | had almost said one arm
of a tree in that day would have built half a foresisfolow!

Then, mighty creatures, far different from ours, stalked
through the earth; and | believe firnthat a luxuriant
vegetation, such as this world once knew, shall be restored to
us, and that we shall segin a garden such as we have not
knowrfi no more cursedavith blight and mildefivwith no
moreblast and withering we shall see a land like heavén itself

OWhere everlasting spring abid
And never withering fl owers. o

When Christ comes, He shall do even this.

In the day of the fall too, it is currentlylide=d that
animals for the first time received their ferodimmperament
and began to prey on each afhef this we are not sure. But
if | read Scripturgghtly, | find that the lion shall lie down with
the kid, and that the leopard shall eat stravhié&oxand that
the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice den. | do
believe that in millennial ye#inat are coming, and coming
soon, there shall be known no more devouring lions, ne blood
thirsty tigersno creatures that shall devourrttk@di God
shall restore to us again, and even to the be#tstdfiefd, the
blessing which Adam lost.

And, my friends, there is a worse curse than that which has
fallen on this world. It is the curse of ignoraraksifi that,
too, is to be removed. &gonder planet? It is whirling along
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through space bright, bright and glorious. Hear the morning

stars sing together because this new sister of themde®

That is the earth! She is bright now. Stay! Did you remark that
shadow sweep across her? Wisatsed it? The planet is

dimmed, and on her trace there lies a sorrowful shadow. | am
speaking, ofourse, metaphorically. See there the planet; she

glides along in tefold nighfi scarcely does a specKight

irradiate her. Mark agaithe day is not comevhen that

planet shall renew her gforgut it ishastening again! As the

serpent slips its slough, and leaves it behind it in the valley, so

yon planet haslipped its clouds, and shone forth bright as it

was before! Do you ask who has done it? Whedaasdaway

the mist? Who has taken away the darkness? Who has removed

t he cl ouds? ol Bhaist, ethe dwn noé it, o
righteousness! 0l have scattered
bri ght agamnewheaven, and a new earthewherein

dwels righteousness. To explain myself, lest | should be
mistaken] mean thid this world is now covered with sin,

ignorance, mistake, idolatry, and crime. Thesdegming

when the last drop of blood shall be drunk by the sword; it shall

be no more intoxited withblood; God shall make wars to

cease unto the ends of the earth! The day is ¢owinthat

it werenowhi when the feet of Christ shall tread this earth!

Then, down shall go idols from their thrones; down
superstitions from their pinnacles; thernvesiashall cease;

then, crime shall end; then, peace shiahd its joyous wings

over the entire world! And then, shall you know that Christ has

died for thewo r | d , and that Chri st has
creation, 6 said Paulogethéugti oans an
now. 6 Waiting for what? oOoOWaiting
the redemption, | understand whatave just explained to

yoli that this world shall be washed of all her sin! Her curse

shall be removeber stains taken away, and this wodd bk
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as fair as when God first struck her from His miagdwhen
like a glowing spark, smitten from the anvil by the eternal
hammer, she first flashed in her orfihis, Christ has
redeemed. This, Christ shall and most assuredly must have!
Il. And, nowa word or two concerning the last thoéight
OPLENTEOUS REDEMPTION . 0
It is plenteous enough, if you consider what | have already
told you Christ has bought. Surely | cchdgte made it no
more plenteous if | had lied against my conscience, and told
you thatHe had bough¢very man; for of what use is it that |
am bought with blood, if | am lost? Of what use is it to me that
Christ has died for me, if | yet sink in the flames of hell? How
will that glorify Chrigt that He has redeemede, and yet
failed in Hisintentions? Surely it is more to His honor to
believe that accordinghiis immutable, sovereign, andhasle
will, He laid the foundation as wide as He intended the
structureto be, and then made it just according to His will.
Neverthel essys intedeasmptpillech.té Very
me your ears just a moment.
It is oplenteousd when we cons|
been redeemed. Think, if you can, lgogat that host who
have already washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lenb.And then think how many now with weary
feet are plodding their way to pardiiak of them
redeemei they all shall sit down at the marriage supper of
t he Lamb! l's it n owthen §qu relentt e ous r
t hat it is a omubmbeudé that wo l
gathered in? Letusclasb at by sayiyo®§ I10fAnd w
so many are redeemed, why shoulgiaibe? Why should you
not seek for mercy on the strength of that, knowing that all
who seek will most assuredly receivahé&yr wold not have
sought unless it had been prepared for them?
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It is oplenteous, snoaal whon , i foow
are redeemed. However great the sirsipiredeemed soul,
this redemption is enough to cover it atl wash it all awéay

0 Wh at , yourmomemus sins exceed

The stars that spread the skies,

And aiming at the eternal throne,

Li ke pointed mountains rise.®o

Yet His plenteous redemption can take all your sins away!
They are no greater than Christ foresawawed to remove.
Therdore, | beseech you, fly to Jesus believing that however
great your guilt, Hiatonement is great enough for all who
come to Him, and, therefore, you may safely come!

Remember, again, t hat this op
plenteous because it is enoughafbthe distressed all the
saints. Your needs are almost infinite; but this atonement is
quite so. Your troubles amdmost unutterable; but this
atonement is quite unutterable. Your needs can scarcely be
counted; but thissdemption | know you cannatunt! Believe,
t hen, t hat it is a oOplenteous r ¢
what a sweet comfort it is for
redemption, 6 and t Nautwill past have
certainly be Dbrought safely hom
seeking Christ? Or rather, ytou know yourselves to be sinners?
If you do, | have authority from God to say to everyone who

wilconfess his sins, t hat Chri st
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptatiat, Christ Jesus
came i nto the world to save sinne

you a sinner? | do natean a sham sinner; there are lots of

them about, but | have no gospel to preach to them just now.

Ildonot mean one of those hypocrit.i
| am a sin eff who are sinners out of complimeantid do
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not mean it. | will preach another thing tofydwvill preach

against your selfrighteousnas®ther day. But | shall not
preach anything to you just now
not to call the righteousu b sinners to repenta
you a sinner, in tH®ona fidense of thevord? Do you know
yourself to be a | ost, ruined,
name, | urge you toelieve this that Christ has died to save

youi for as sure as ever He has redet you, your guilt by

the Holy Spirit, He will not leave you till He has revealed to you

your pardon by His only Son! If ykmow your lost estate, you

shall soon know your glorious estate! Believe in Jesus now!

Then you areaved and you may go awaydyi blest beyond

what kings could dream! Believe that since yousimee,

Christ has redeemed Yothat just because you know yourself

to be undone, guilty, lost and ruifiegou have this night a

right, a privilege, and a title to bathe in the foufilleich with

bl oodfodsmadchy for the remission
and then you shall know the meaning of thitexT her ef or e,
being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through Jesus

Christ our Lord, by whoralso we have received the
abnement. 6 God dismiss you with
Amen.
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A Sermon
Delivered on SabbatiMorning, December 23, 1860
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At Exeter Hall, Strand

0ANd his sons went and feasted in their haes, every one
his day; and sent and called for their three sistets eat and to
drink with them. And it was so, when the days of their feasting
were gone about, that Jolsent and sanctified them, and rose
up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerigs according
to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons
have sinned and cursed God in their barts. Thus did Job
continually.6 i Job 1:45

JoB wAsan exceedingly happy man before his great trial.
He was as much blessed in the fifthishody as in his basket,
and in his store. Our text gives us a very pleasing picture of
Jobds f a mhappymanktbdédaveshadsso many children
all comfortably settled in life; for you will perceive thatthey
had houses; they had left hisfrdbey had all established
themselves, and had so prospered iwtrkl that there was
not one of them who had not enou
entertain allthere§.o it seemed as i f Jobd:
business had attended his children idiffexent places where
they had settled. To add to his comfort they were an undivided
familyii n o t l i ke Abr awherenthese wascams e h ol d
|l shmael who mocked | saac; nor i
there was an Esau aadlacob who sought to supplaim;
nor | ike Jacobds househol d, wher
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therest of his brothers were envious and jealous of him; nor
|l i ke Daviddés householstifeansvher e th
bickering between the one and t|
were darge tribe; but thayere all united and knit together in
bonds of perfect happiness; and moreover, they seem to have
had agreat desire to preserve their unity as a family. Perhaps
Job and his family were the only ones f@hred God in the
neighborhood;they wished therefore to keep themselves
together as a little flock slieep in the midst of wolves, as a
cluster of stars in the midst of the thick darkness; and what a
brilliantconstellation they wéraall of them shining forth and
proclaiming the trutbf God! | say it was thedesire not only
to enjoy pleasantness and peace, but to maintain it; for | think
that these annual meetings the different houses were
intended to knit them together, so that if any little strife had
arisen,as so@s theynte at the next brother 0:
be settled, and the whole host might go on ajealder to
shoulder, and foot to foldtas one army of soldiers for God. |
think Job must have beemight happy man. | do not know
that he always went to their tsaperhaps the soberness of
age mighhave a little disqualified him for joining in their
youthful enjoyments; but | am sure he commended their
feasting; | am quite certain he did not condemn it. If he had
condemned it, he would never have offepedifce to God,
lesthey should have sinned, but he would have told them at
once it was a sinful thingnd that he could give no
countenance to it. | think | see the happy group, so happy and
holy that surelif David had been there, he would have said,
0 B eldhhlmw good and pleasant a thing it is for brethren to
dwel |l together in unity.©©

Job was a godly man and so godly that unlike Eli, he
brought up his household in the fear of Gotj he was not
only quick to observe any known sin, but was exceedingly
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jeabus over his children, lsstcretly and inadvertently in their
heart§ while they were at their loaded tdbldey might
have saidor thought anything which might be termed
blaspheming God! He therefore, as soon as the feasting was
over, called them allgether and then as a preacher, told them
of the danger to which they were exposed as a priest, (for
every patriarch before the law, was a priest), he offered burnt
sacrifices lesiny sin should by any possibility remain upon his
sons and daughter@ §ays the text. | pray that nexe may
have divine grace to listen to it; and may what we shall now
hear abide with us during the conviegk, when some of you
shall meet together in your own houses! May God grant that
our parents, awve, if we are parentmay be as Jobs, and when
the feasting is over, may there come the sacrifitteegorayer,
lest we should have sinned and blasphemed God in our hearts!
| shall divide my sermon thus. Fitee textand that is
festive, so we will ring in a mé&egdmadlythat which isnthe
text, and that isstructive, so we will ring the seAmd thiedly,
thatwhich follows theaedtthat igfflictive, so we will ring the funeral
bell
I. First, then, the text itself, and that is feStied us
therefore RING THE MERRY BELL . | think | hear distinctly
three notes in its merry peal. First, the text gives a license;
secondly, it suggests a cautiod;thirdly, it provides a remedy.
1.First, the text givesliaens®&low, you souls who would
deny to your fellow men all sortswifth, come and listen to
the merry bell of this text while it gives a license especially to
the righteous alicense that they meet together in their houses,
and eat and drink anddggshaei se t he
Puritans thought it an ungodly thing for men to keep Christmas.
They, therefore, tried to putdbwn, and the common crier
went through the street announcing that Christmas was
henceforth no moréo be kept, it being a Popish, if not a
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heathen ceremohilow, you do not suppose that after the
crier hadmade the proclamation, any living Englishman took
any notice of it! At least, | can scarcely imaginarlyadid,
except to laugh at it; for it is idle thus to strain at gnats and
stagger under a feath&iteit thatwe do not keep the feast as
Papist8 nor even as a commemorative festiyai, there is
something irold associations, that makes us like the day in
which a man may shake off the cares of business, and disport
himself with his little ones. Gddrbid | should be such a
Puritan, as to proclaim the annihilatioarof day of rest which
falls to the lot of the laboring man! | wish there were-a half
dozen holidays irthe year. | wish there were more
opportunities for the poor to rest. Though | Wot have as

manys ai nt 6s days as thereid are in
yet, if we had but one or two more days in wtiiehpoor
manaos househol d, and the rich |

togetheii it might, perhaps, be betfer us. However, | am
quite cewdin that all the preaching in the world will not put
Christmas dowi you will meet next Tuesday, and ywill
feast, and yowillrejoice, and each of you, as God has given
yousubstance, will endeavor to make your household glad!
Now, instead of tellingou that this is all wrong, | think
the merry bell of my text gives you a licémsl® so. Let us
think a minute. Feastingnista wrong thing, or otherwise Job
would have forbiddeit to his children; he would have talked
to them seriously, and admonghbem that this was an
ungodlyand wicked custom to meet together in their houses.
But, instead of this, Job ofdardeést avrong thing should be
made out of a right thing, and offered sacrifices to remove their
iniquity; but heid by no means condarit. Would any of you
ask a blessing upon ytheater?chi | dr e
Could you say, when they had bee
they have swouldanlgtaliothublafg right thing.
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| think | can prove to you that this wagaod thing, for first

youwill notice they met igood housiesy did not go to an ale

house to feast; they had no need to ¢m¢etavern; but they

met in their own housiéshouses where prayer and praise were

made. How muclbetter for the working mam spend his

money on his family, than upon liquor sellers! And then it was

in good comp@hgy did not scrape together all the ruffians of

the place to feast with them; but ttkept to their own kith

and kin; and feasting is good when good mefi feagdcially

when they spaferthepooias no doubt Jobds <ch
or else they were quite unworthy of their generous ancestor.

They feasted in good houses, and in good company. And they
observed during their feasting, gbetavior. Job never heard

of awrong expression they had used; no one ever told him that

they had beconmiotous, or that they had uttered one wrong

word, or el se Jomaye,uthedboudot have
have sissiod,6 dllet must be a good son
coudsayp 't may ebe elde 6haAd | feahat he |
lest secretly they might have done wrong; but it appears that
openlytheir feasting had been such that even the busy tongue

of scandal could not find fault with them! Areides, their

feasting was agd thing, because it had a good intent; it was

for amity, for cheerfulnesmd family union. It was that they

might be bound together as a bundle of fragtsong and

unbrokerii that they might be as a strongly intertwined cord,
interwoven by these theinfdy greetings and meetingsw,

| say that if in their case the thing was not virar | think

| have proved in four respetitat it was rigfit it was in good

houses, in good company, with good behavior, and for a good
purpos@ the text gives a licerfse us to do the same, and to

meet in our houses, in the company of litir and kin,

provided we feast after a good sort, and do it with the good

intent of knitting our hearts, tbee towards the other.
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But agaifi good men of old have Mzestidderimd you of
Abrahamds maki highoase whenehs tchild e a s t [
Isaac was weaned? Shall | tell you of Samson and his feasts, or
of David, or ofHezekiah, or of Josiah, and of the kings who
gave to every man a loaf of bread, and a good pieeanf
and a flagon of wine, and they cheered their hearts and made
merry before God?

But, let me remind you that feasting, so far from being evil,
was even an essential part of divine woustder the old law.

Do you not read of the feast of trumpets, thetfeés
tabernacles, the feast of fassover, the feast of the new
moons, and how many other feasts besides? Come they not
over again andgain? Now if the thing were wrong in itself,
God would certainly never employ it as an emble okl

of the divinethe pure, and the heavenly doctrines of His grace.
It is impossible that God shoutdve taken a wrong thing to

be thetyp®f a right thing! He might take a common good and
make it theype of a special favoibut not an evil thirg it is

far from us to sppose such a thing of our God!

Besides, did not the Savior Himself countenance a feast,
and help to provide the guests withuirerewithal that they
might have good cheer? Do you think the Savior out of place
when He went to theredding feast? And do yswppose that
He went there, and did not eat and drink? Was it not said of

Hi m, oBehold a drunken man and &
publicans and s i retherdrsinkeh, oNeo t t hat
wi ne bibber, but t hat He oOcame e

to pieces the Phariseeistnich says that that which goes into
amandeflesamarwher eas Chri st teaches
goedntoa man, but that whiddomes adita manthatdefiles a

man. 6 Jesus Chrfeastt And sSuppssaywy was ¢
that Hebore a sad countenance? Did He sour with the vinegar

of a morose behavidhe wine with which He had filled the
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