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PREFACE 

 

THE SEVENTH yearly volume of Sermons is sent forth to 

the world with the Authorõs heartiest thanksgivings, and 

sincerest prayers. Eight years of public ministry amid thronging 

multitudes supply the most blessed recollections. The 

faithfulness of God, the fellowship of Christ, the comforts of 

the Spirit, the power of prayer, the prevalence of faith, the force 

of truth, the glory of the gospel, and other kindred heaven-born 

truths have received plentiful illustrations in our experience, for 

which we would render our joyous praise. Preserved in Jesus 

amid daily temptations, supplied with strength for incessant 

labors, guided through singular difficulties, and comforted 

under ferocious attacks, we can sing unto the Lord who has 

been at our right hand in every time of need. The All-

sufficiency of God we have joyously proved, while the 

insufficiency of the creature we have painfully felt. Vain is the 

help of man, but glorious is the right arm of the Most High!  

The reader will frequently be compelled to observe the 

imperfections and infirmities of the preacher as they show 

themselves in these hasty productions, but if he is taught of 

God, this will only cause him the more fully to acknowledge 

the grace and power of our glorious Lord, who works by feeble 

means, and makes the weakness of the instrument a foil to set 

forth more clearly the glory of the great worker. In our case, no 

flesh has reason to glory. What the Lord has worked cannot in 

this instance be ascribed to human learning, position, influence, 

title, family, or refinement. Unaided by any of these things, the 

country-lad preached as the Spirit gave him utterance, and as a 

London pastor he desires to do the same. Power belongs unto 
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God; as for mortal might, what does it? There at Your altar, O 

Lord, let all honor and glory be laid! We are Your debtors 

immersed in debt, and we can give You nothing but our love, 

and even the power to offer this we must first of all receive at 

Your hands!  

These discourses are purely extempore, and although 

reported with singular accuracy, as there are no manuscripts 

with which to compare the report, errors will creep in. The 

hasty manner of the getting out of the sermons must again 

excuse the sadly numerous errors. As to the preacherõs style, he 

who expects elaboration and exact accuracy in an extempore 

discourse, and especially in a report printed the next day, and 

published the next, deserves to be disappointed. Such as they 

are, we send them forth; we wish they could be revised and 

improved, but as this cannot be done, we issue them as best we 

can.  

In the matter of gospel doctrine, we trust no reader will 

perceive any variation. No new gospel have we aimed to declare. 

More faith is needed, but not a new creed; a firmer confidence, 

but not a better covenant; a stronger trust, but not a more solid 

foundation. Developments, discoveries, and theorizing, we are 

content to leave to those who, having never tasted the old wine, 

are naturally thirsty for the new. Our colors are nailed to the 

mast, and in doctrine we take for our motto, òSemper idem.ó We 

are foolish enough, as the new divines would say, to be content 

with the old theology, and even to believe it incapable of 

improvement. We do not think the òEssays and Reviewsó an 

advance upon Paul and Peter; nor do we rank Messrs. Maurice, 

Kingsley, and others of the cloudy schools, with Luther and 

Calvin. Pestilent heresies advocated by cunning and crafty men, 

who lay in wait to deceive, are endeavoring to sap the 

foundations of all our churches, and our only safety lies in 

adhering tenaciously to the old truth, and seeking a fresh 
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baptism of the Holy Spirit, that the life of God may be 

continued in our midst. òHold fast the form of sound words.ó  

During the past year, 200,000 copies of our sermons have 

been presented to the Universities of Cambridge and Oxford. 

A selection having been made of those which touched the more 

vital points of faith and godliness, the sermons were made up 

into volumes; and, as far as possible, all tutors, heads of houses 

and students, received a copy. Much prayer has been offered 

that their perusal may be blessed to the eternal benefit of our 

land. Not for any sectarian end, but solely to promote the 

conversion of men, these sermons were purchased and 

distributed by one who is content in obscurity to be all 

unknown, and who will probably regret that any public allusion 

is made to his generous deed. Such an act has hardly been 

precedent in the history of literature, and we could not resist 

the temptation to record it. In another quarter, a similar 

distribution is contemplatedñmay we affectionately beg for 

the prayers of all who have profited by the sermons in any 

measure, that God may smile upon this great work, and get 

honor unto Himself thereby!  

In addition to former French, Welsh, Dutch, German, and 

Swedish issues, a new translation has been prepared for the 

great German nations, and a large edition will be ready for the 

famous Leipzig book fair. O Spirit of God, go with the Word 

and make it mighty to win souls!  

The sermon, òNone but Jesus,ó has been translated for the 

Aborigines of New Zealand, and some thousands have been 

distributed. The reading of this sermon in Auckland, New 

Zealand, has led to several conversions among Europeans and 

natives.  

Selections of plain discourses have been sent out to the 

Bahamas, Bermudas, and other West Indian Islands, for the use 
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of the lay preachers, and thus another sphere of usefulness has 

been opened to us.  

The òEra,ó and other American newspapers, continue to 

reprint the weekly sermon, and even in the far West, the smaller 

journals find it convenient to fill up their columns with these 

discourses, and thus they are enabled to journey wherever the 

press has power. In our own country, the various bookhawking 

societies find that the sermons occupy a prominent place in the 

list of periodicals. In rural districts they are read from the 

pulpits of many chapels, and in the cottage-meetings of the 

poor. At the sick bed they minister comfort, and in the street 

they teach of Christ, the sinnerõs only hope.  

According to custom, for the guidance of gratuitous 

distribution, we would indicate those discourses whose 

usefulness has come under our own notice.  

Several persons have joined the Church who profess to 

have found Christ, or to have been savingly impressed with a 

sense of sin, through those entitledñòFirst Resurrection,ó 

òNone but Jesus,ó òScourge for Slumbering Souls,ó òThe 

Broken Column,ó and òGodõs First Words to the First Sinner.ó 

òPlenteous Redemptionó was delivered some time ago, 

although it appears in this volume; during the period which has 

elapsed since its delivery, several persons have mentioned it as 

having been the means of their conversion.  

Our heart has been made glad by many written and 

personal communications from souls set at joyous liberty, or 

otherwise blessed by reading and hearing the sermons, 

òWailing of Risca,ó òShield of Faith,ó òIntercessory Prayer,ó 

òThe Interest of Christ and His People in Each Other,ó 

òCleansing of the Leper,ó and òChrist the Propitiation.ó  

The present volume is larger than usual, because it includes 

the Opening Services of the Tabernacle, and runs on to the 

close of the year. Next year, with a larger type, we hope not 
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only to gratify our readerõs eyes, but to obtain his aid for an 

increased circulation.  

May grace, mercy, and peace, be with the whole Israel of 

God! Reader, this is the earnest prayer of,  

 

Yours ever truly, 

C. H. Spurgeon 

DECEMBER 1861. 

 

 



 

 

 

A DEFENSE OF CALVINISM  

 

Note:  This message is from C. H. Spurgeonõs 

Autobiography, Volume I 

 
IT IS A GREAT THING to begin the Christian life by 

believing good solid doctrine. Some people have received 20 

different ògospelsó in as many years. How many more they will 

accept before they get to their journeyõs end, it would be 

difficult to predict. I thank God that He early taught me the 

gospel, and I have been so perfectly satisfied with it, that I do 

not want to know any other. Constant change of creed is sure 

loss; if a tree has to be taken up two or three times a year, you 

will not need to build a very large loft in which to store the 

apples! When people are always shifting their doctrinal 

principles, they are not likely to bring forth much fruit to the 

glory of God. It is good for young believers to begin with a 

firm hold upon those great fundamental doctrines which the 

Lord has taught in His Word; why if I believed what some 

preach about the temporary, showy salvation which only lasts 

for a time, I would scarcely be at all grateful for it; but when I 

know that those whom God saves, He saves with an everlasting 

salvation; when I know that He gives to them an everlasting 

righteousness; when I know that He settles them on an 

everlasting foundation of everlasting love, and that He will bring 

them to His everlasting kingdomñoh, then I do wonder, and I 

am astonished that such a blessing as this should ever have 

been given to me!ñ  
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òPause, my soul! Adore and wonder!  

 Ask, ôOh, why such love to me?õ  

 Grace has put me in the number  

 Of the Saviorõs family:  

 Hallelujah!  

 Thanks, eternal thanks, to Thee.ó  

 
I suppose there are some persons whose minds naturally 

incline towards the doctrine of free will; I can only say that 

mine inclines as naturally towards the doctrines of sovereign 

grace! Sometimes, when I see some of the worst characters in 

the street, I feel as if my heart must burst forth in tears of 

gratitude that God has never let me act as they have done! I 

have thought if God had left me alone, and had not touched 

me by His grace what a great sinner I would have been! I would 

have run to the utmost lengths of sin, and dived into the very 

depths of evil! Nor would I have stopped at any vice or folly, if 

God had not restrained me; I feel that I would have been a very 

king of sinners if God had let me alone. I cannot understand 

the reason why I am saved except upon the ground that God 

would have it so. I cannot, if I look ever so earnestly, discover 

any kind of reason in myself why I should be a partaker of 

divine grace. If I am at this moment with Christ, it is only 

because Christ Jesus would have His will with me, and that will 

was that I should be with Him where He is, and should share 

His glory. I can put the crown nowhere but upon the head of 

Him whose mighty grace has saved me from going down into 

the pit of hell!  

Looking back on my past life, I can see that the dawning 

of it all was of Godñof God effectively. I took no torch with 

which to light the sun, but the sun enlightened me. I did not 

commence my spiritual lifeñno, I rather kicked and struggled 

against the things of the Spirit. When He drew me, for a time I 
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did not run after Himñthere was a natural hatred in my soul 

of everything holy and good! Wooings were lost upon meñ

warnings were cast to the windñthunders were despised. As 

for the whispers of His love, they were rejected as being less 

than nothing and vanity. But, sure I am, I can say now, speaking 

on behalf of myself, òHe only is my salvation.ó It was He who 

turned my heart, and brought me down on my knees before 

Him. I can in very deed, say with Doddridge and Topladyñ  

 

òGrace taught my soul to pray,  

 And made my eyes overflow.ó  

 

And coming to this moment, I can addñ  

 

òõTis grace has kept me to this day,  

 And will not let me go.ó  

 
Well can I remember the manner in which I learned the 

doctrines of grace in a single instant. Born, as all of us are by 

nature, an Arminian, I still believed the old things I had heard 

continually from the pulpit, and did not see the grace of God. 

When I was coming to Christ, I thought I was doing it all myself, 

and though I sought the Lord earnestly, I had no idea the Lord 

was seeking me. I do not think the young convert is at first 

aware of this. I can recall the very day and hour when first I 

received those truths in my own soulñwhen they were, as John 

Bunyan says, burnt into my heart as with a hot iron, and I can 

recollect how I felt that I had grown all of a sudden from a 

babe into a manñthat I had made progress in Scriptural 

knowledge through having found, once and for all, the clue to 

the truth of God. One week night, when I was sitting in the 

House of God, I was not thinking much about the preacherõs 

sermon, for I did not believe it. The thought struck me, how 
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did you come to be a Christian? I sought the Lord. But how did 

you come to seek the Lord? The truth flashed across my mind 

in a momentñI would not have sought Him unless there had 

been some previous influence in my mind to make me seek 

Him! I prayed, thought I, but then I asked myself, How came I 

to pray? I was induced to pray by reading the Scriptures. How 

came I to read the Scriptures? I did read them, but what led me 

to do so? Then, in a moment, I saw that God was at the bottom 

of it all, and that He was the author of my faithñand so, the 

whole doctrine of grace opened up to me and from that 

doctrine I have not departed to this day, and I desire to make 

this my constant confession, òI ascribe my change wholly to 

God.ó 

I once attended a service where the text happened to be, 

òHe shall choose our inheritance for usóñ and the good man 

who occupied the pulpit was more than a little of an Arminian. 

Therefore, when he commenced, he said, òThis passage refers 

entirely to our temporal inheritance; it has nothing whatever to 

do with our everlasting destiny, for,ó he said, òwe do not want 

Christ to choose for us in the matter of heaven or hell. It is so 

plain and easy that every man who has a grain of common sense 

will choose heaven, and any person would know better than to 

choose hell! We have no need of any superior intelligence, or 

any greater being to choose heaven or hell for us; it is left to 

our own free will, and we have enough wisdom given us, 

sufficiently correct means to judge for ourselves.ó And 

therefore, as he very logically inferred, there was no necessity 

for Jesus Christ, or anyone, to make a choice for us; who could 

choose the inheritance for ourselves without any assistance. 

òAh,ó I thought, òbut, my good brother, it may be very true 

that we could, but I think we would want something more than 

common sense before we would choose aright.ó First, let me ask, 

must we not all of us admit an overruling providence and the 
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appointment of Jehovahõs hand as to the means whereby we 

came into this world? Those men, who think that, afterwards, 

we are left to our own free will to choose this one, or the other 

to direct our steps, must admit that our entrance into the world 

was not of our own will, but that God had then to choose for 

us. What circumstances were those in our power which led us 

to elect certain persons to be our parents? Had we anything to 

do with it? Did not God Himself appoint our parents, native 

place and friends?  

Could He not have caused me to be born with the skin of 

the African; brought forth by a filthy mother who would nurse 

me in her òhut,ó and teach me to bow down to pagan gods, 

quite as easily as to have given me a pious mother, who would 

each morning and night bend her knees in prayer on my behalf? 

Or, might He not, if He had pleased, have given me some 

degenerate to have been my parentñfrom whose lips I might 

have early heard fearful, filthy, and obscene language? Might 

He not have placed me where I would have had a drunken 

father who would have imprisoned me in a very dungeon of 

ignorance, and brought me up in the chains of crime? Was it 

not Godõs providence that I had so happy a lot, that both my 

parents were His children, and endeavored to train me up in 

the fear of the Lord? John Newton used to tell a whimsical 

story and laugh at it too, of a good woman who said, in order 

to prove the doctrine of election, òAh, sir, the Lord must have 

loved me before I was born, or else He would not have seen 

anything in me to love afterwards.ó I am sure it is true in my 

case. I believe the doctrine of election because I am quite 

certain that if God had not chosen me, I would never have 

chosen Him; and I am sure He chose me before I was born, or 

else He never would have chosen me afterwards! He must have 

elected me for reasons unknown to me, for I never could find 

any reason in myself why He should have looked upon me with 
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special love. So I am forced to accept that great Biblical 

doctrine.  

I recollect an Arminian brother telling me that he had read 

the Scriptures through a score or more times and could never 

find the doctrine of election in them; he added that he was sure 

he would have done so if it had been there, for he read the 

Word of God on his knees. I said to him, òI think you read the 

Bible in a very uncomfortable posture, and if you had read it in 

your easy chair, you would have been more likely to understand 

it. Pray, by all means, and the more the better, but it is a piece 

of superstition to think there is anything in the posture in which 

a man puts himself for reading! As to reading through the Bible 

20 times without having found anything about the doctrine of 

election, the wonder is that you found anything at allñyou 

must have galloped through it at such a rate that you were not 

likely to have any intelligible idea of the meaning of the 

Scriptures.ó If it would be marvelous to see one river leap up 

from the earth, full-grown, what would it be to gaze upon a 

vast spring from which all the rivers of the earth should at once 

come bubbling up, a million of them born at a birth? What a 

vision would it be! Who can conceive it? And yet the love of 

God is that fountain, from which all the rivers of mercy which 

have ever gladdened our raceñall the rivers of grace in time 

and of glory hereafterñtake their rise. My soul, stand at that 

sacred fountainhead and adore and magnify forever and ever, 

God, even our Father, who has loved us! In the very beginning, 

when this great universe lay in the mind of God like unborn 

forests in the acorn cupñlong before the echoes awoke the 

solitudesñbefore the mountains were brought forth; long 

before the light flashed through the sky, God loved His chosen 

creatures! Before there was any created beingñwhen the ether 

was not fanned by an angelõs wings; when space itself had not 

an existence; when there was nothing save God aloneñeven 
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then, in that loneliness of Deity, and in that deep quiet and 

profundity, His heart moved with love for His chosen! Their 

names were written on His heart, and then were they dear to 

His soul! Jesus loved His people before the foundation of the 

worldñeven from eternity! And when He called me by His 

grace, He said to me, òI have loved you with an everlasting love: 

therefore with loving kindness have I drawn you.ó Then, in the 

fullness of time, He purchased me with His blood; He let His 

heart run out in one deep gaping wound for me long before I 

loved Him! Yes, when He first came to me, did I not spurn 

Him? When He knocked at the door, and asked for entrance, 

did I not drive Him away and do despite to His grace? Ah, I 

can remember that I full often did so until, at last, by the power 

of His effectual grace, He said, òI must, I will come in.ó And 

then He turned my heart, and made me love Himñbut even 

till now I would have resisted Him, had it not been for His 

grace.  

Well, since He purchased me when I was dead in sins, does 

it not follow, as a necessary and logical consequence, that He 

must have loved me first? Did my Savior die for me because I 

believed on Him? No. I was not then in existence! I had then 

no being. Could the Savior, therefore, have died because I had 

faith, when I was not yet born? Could that have been possible? 

Could that have been the origin of the Saviorõs love towards 

me? Oh, no! My Savior died for me long before I believed. 

òBut,ó says someone, òHe foresaw that you would have faith, 

and therefore He loved you.ó What did He foresee about my 

faith? Did He foresee that I should get that faith, myself, and 

that I should believe on Him of myself? No! Christ could not 

foresee that, because no Christian will ever say that faith came 

of itself without the gift, and without the working of the Holy 

Spirit. I have met with a great many believers, and talked with 

them about this matter, but I never knew one who could put 
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his hand on his heart and say, òI believed in Jesus without the 

assistance of the Holy Spirit.ó I am bound to the doctrine of 

the depravity of the human heart because I find myself 

depraved in heart, and have daily proofs that in my flesh there 

dwells no good thing! If God enters into covenant with 

unfallen man, man is so insignificant a creature, that it must be 

an act of gracious condescension on the Lordõs part; but if God 

enters into covenant with sinful man, he is then so offensive a 

creature, that it must be, on Godõs part, an act of pure, free, 

rich, sovereign grace! When the Lord entered into covenant 

with me, I am sure that it was all of grace, nothing else but grace; 

when I remember what a den of unclean beasts and birds my 

heart was, and how strong was my unrenewed will, how 

obstinate and rebellious against the sovereignty of the divine 

rule, I always feel inclined to take the very lowest room in my 

Fatherõs house; and when I enter heaven, it will be to go among 

the less than the least of all saints, and with the chief of sinners.  

The late lamented Mr. Denham has put, at the foot of his 

portrait, a most admirable text, òsalvation is of the Lord.ó That 

is just an epitome of Calvinismñit is the sum and substance of 

itñif anyone should ask me what I mean by a Calvinist, I would 

reply, òHe is one who says salvation is of the Lord.ó I cannot 

find in Scripture any other doctrine than this; it is the essence 

of the Bible, òHe only is my rock and my salvation.ó Tell me 

anything contrary to this truth of God, and it will be a heresy! 

Tell me a heresy, and I shall find its essence here, that it has 

departed from this great, this fundamental, this rock truth, 

òGod is my rock and my salvation.ó What is the heresy of 

Rome, but the addition of something to the perfect merits of 

Jesus Christñthe bringing in of the works of the flesh to assist 

in our justification? And what is the heresy of Arminianism, but 

the addition of something to the work of the Redeemer? Every 

heresy, if brought to the touchstone, will discover itself here! I 
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have my own private opinion that there is no such thing as 

preaching Christ and Him crucified unless we preach what 

nowadays is called Calvinism; it is a nickname to call it 

CalvinismñCalvinism is the gospel and nothing else! I do not 

believe we can preach the gospel if we do not preach 

justification by faith, without worksñnor unless we preach the 

sovereignty of God in His dispensation of graceñnor unless 

we exalt the electing, unchangeable, eternal, immutable, 

conquering love of Jehovah! Nor do I think we can preach the 

gospel unless we base it upon the special and particular 

redemption of His elect and chosen people which Christ 

worked out upon the cross. Nor can I comprehend a gospel 

which lets saints fall away after they are called, and allows the 

children of God to be burned in the fires of damnation after 

having once believed in Jesus! Such a gospel I abhorñ  

 

òIf ever it should come to pass,  

 That sheep of Christ might fall away,  

 My fickle, feeble soul, alas!  

 Would fall a thousand times a day.ó 

 

 If one dear saint of God had perished, so might all! If one 

of the covenant ones is lost, so may all be! And then there is no 

gospel promise true, but the Bible is a lie, and there is nothing 

in it worth my acceptance. I will be an infidel at once when I 

can believe that a saint of God can ever fall finally! If God has 

loved me once, then He will love me forever; God has a 

mastermindñHe arranged everything in His gigantic intellect 

long before He did itñand once having settled it, He never 

alters it! òThis shall be done,ó He says, and the iron hand of 

destiny marks it down, and it is brought to pass. òThis is My 

purpose,ó and it standsñneither earth or hell alter it. òThis is 

My decree,ó He says, òpromulgate it, you holy angels. Rend it 
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down from the gate of heaven, you devils, if you canñbut you 

cannot alter the decreeñ it shall stand forever.ó God alters not 

His plans. Why should He? He is Almighty, and therefore can 

perform His pleasure. Why should He? He is the all-wise, and 

therefore cannot have planned wrongly. Why should He? He is 

the everlasting God, and therefore cannot die before His plan 

is accomplished. Why should He change? You worthless atoms 

of earth, ephemera of a day! You creeping insects upon this 

bay-leaf of existenceñyou may change your plansñbut He 

shall never, never change His! Has He told me that His plan is 

to save me? If so, I am forever safeñ  

 

òMy name from the palms of His hands  

 Eternity will not erase,  

 Impressed on His heart it remains,  

 In marks of indelible grace.ó  

 

I do not know how some people who believe that a 

Christian can fall from grace manage to be happy. It must be a 

very commendable thing in them to be able to get through a 

day without despair! If I did not believe the doctrine of the final 

perseverance of the Saints, I think I would be, of all men, the 

most miserable, because I should lack any ground of comfort. 

I could not say, whatever state of heart I came into, that I 

should be like a well-spring of water whose stream fails not; I 

should rather have to take the comparison of an intermittent 

spring that might stop all of a sudden, or a reservoir which I 

had no reason to expect would always be full. I believe that the 

happiest of Christians, and the truest of Christians are those, 

who never dare to doubt God, but who take His Word simply 

as it stands, and believe it and ask no questionsñjust feeling 

assured that if God has said it, it will be so. I bear my willing 

testimony that I have no reason, nor even the shadow of a 
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reason, to doubt my Lord, and I challenge heaven and earth, 

and hell to bring any proof that God is untrue! From the depths 

of hell I call the fiends, and from this earth I call the tried and 

afflicted believers, and to heaven I appeal and challenge the 

long experience of the blood-washed hostñand there is not to 

be found in the three realms, a single person who can bear 

witness to one fact which can disprove the faithfulness of God, 

or weaken His claim to be trusted by His servants! There are 

many things that may or may not happen, but this I know shall 

happenñ  

 

òHe shall present my soul,  

 Unblemished and complete,  

 Before the glory of His face,  

 With joys divinely great.ó  

 

All the purposes of man have been defeated, but not the 

purposes of God! The promises of man may be brokenñmany 

of them are made to be brokenñbut the promises of God shall 

all be fulfilled! He is a promise-maker, but He never was a 

promise-breaker; He is a promise-keeping God, and every one 

of His people shall prove it to be so. This is my grateful, 

personal confidence, òThe Lord will perfect that which 

concerns meóñunworthy me, lost and ruined me! He will yet 

save me. Andñ  

 

òI, among the blood-washed throng,  

 Shall wave the palm and wear the crown,  

 And shout loud victor.ó  

 

I go to a land which the plow of earth has never upturned; 

where it is greener than earthõs best pastures, and richer than 

her most abundant harvests ever saw! I go to a building of more 
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gorgeous architecture than man has ever builtñit is not of 

mortal designñit is òa building of God, a house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens.ó All I shall know and enjoy in 

heaven will be given to me by the Lord, and I shall say, when 

at last I appear before Himñ  

 

òGrace all the work shall crown  

 Through everlasting days;  

 It lays in heaven the topmost stone,  

 And well deserves the praise.ó  

 

I know there are some who think it necessary to their 

system of theology to limit the merit of the blood of Jesusñif 

my theological system needed such a limitation, I would cast it 

to the winds! I cannot, I dare not, allow the thought to find a 

lodging in my mindñit seems so near akin to blasphemy. In 

Christõs finished work, I see an ocean of merit; my plummet 

finds no bottom, my eye discovers no shore. There is sufficient 

efficacy in the blood of Christ, if God had so willed it, to have 

saved not only all in this world, but all in ten thousand worlds 

had they transgressed their Makerõs law! Once admit infinity 

into the matter, and limit is out of the question! Having a divine 

person for an offering, it is not consistent to conceive of limited 

value; boundaries and measure are inapplicable terms to the 

divine Sacrifice! The intent of the divine purpose fixes the 

application of the infinite offering, but does not change it into 

a finite work. Think of the numbers upon whom God has 

bestowed His grace; think of the countless hosts in heavenñif 

you were introduced there today, you would find it as easy to 

count the stars, or the sands of the sea, as to count the 

multitudes that are before the throne even now! They have 

come from the East and from the West, from the North and 
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from the South, and they are sitting down with Abraham and 

with Isaac, and with Jacob in the kingdom of God.  

Beside those in heaven, think of the saved ones on earth. 

Blessed be God, His elect on earth are to be counted by 

millions! I believe the days are coming, brighter days than these, 

when there shall be multitudes upon multitudes brought to 

know the Savior, and to rejoice in Him. The Fatherõs love is not 

only for a few, but for an exceedingly great company. òA great 

multitude, which no man could number,ó will be found in 

heaven! A man can reckon up to very high figures; set to work 

your Newtons, your mightiest calculators, and they can count 

great numbers; but God, and God alone, can tell the multitude 

of His redeemed! I believe there will be more in heaven than in 

hell. If anyone asks me why I think so, I answer, because Christ, 

in everything, is to òhave the pre-eminence,ó and I cannot 

conceive how He could have the pre-eminence if there are to 

be more in the dominions of Satan than in Paradise. Moreover, 

I have never read that there is to be in hell a great multitude 

which no man could number. I rejoice to know that the souls 

of all infants, as soon as they die, speed their way to Paradise; 

think what a multitude there is of them! Then there are already 

in heaven unnumbered myriads of the spirits of just men made 

perfectñthe redeemed of all nations and kindreds and people, 

and tongues up till now. And there are better times coming, 

when the religion of Christ shall be universalñ  

 

òHe shall reign from pole to pole,  

 With illimitable sway,ó  

 

when whole kingdoms shall bow down before Him, and 

nations shall be born in a day, and in the thousand years of the 

great millennial state, there will be enough saved to make up all 

the deficiencies of the thousands of years that have gone before! 
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Christ shall be Master everywhere, and His praise shall be 

sounded in every land. Christ shall have the pre-eminence at 

last; His train shall be far larger than that which shall attend the 

chariot of the grim monarch of hell!  

Some persons love the doctrine of universal atonement, 

because, they say, òIt is so beautiful. It is a lovely idea that 

Christ should have died for all men. It commends itself,ó they 

say, òto the instincts of humanity! There is something in it full 

of joy and beauty.ó I admit there is, but beauty may be often 

associated with lies! There is much which I might admire in the 

theory of universal redemption, but I will just show what the 

supposition necessarily involves. If Christ on His cross 

intended to save every man, then He intended to save those 

who were lost before He died; if the doctrine is trueñthat He 

died for all menñthen He died for some who were in hell 

before He came into this worldñfor doubtless there were even 

then myriads there who had been cast away because of their 

sins! Once againñif it were Christõs intention to save all men, 

how deplorably has He been disappointed, for we have His 

own testimony that there is a lake which burns with fire and 

brimstone, and into that pit of woe have been cast some of the 

very persons who, according to the theory of universal 

redemption, were bought with His blood! That seems to me a 

conception a thousand times more repulsive than any of those 

consequences which are said to be associated with the 

Calvinistic and Christian doctrine of special and particular 

redemption! To think that my Savior died for men who were, 

or are in hell, seems a supposition too horrible for me to 

entertain! To imagine for a moment that He was the substitute 

for all the sons of men, and that God, having first punished the 

substitute, afterwards punished the sinners, seems to conflict 

with all my ideas of divine justice; that Christ should offer an 

atonement and satisfaction for the sins of all men, and that 
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afterwards some of those very men should be punished for the 

sins for which Christ had already atoned, appears to me to be 

the most monstrous iniquity that could ever have been imputed 

to Saturn, to Janus, to the goddess of the Thugs, or to the most 

diabolical heathen deities! God forbid that we should ever think 

thus of Jehovah, the just and wise and God!  

There is no soul living who holds more firmly to the 

doctrines of grace than I do, and if any man asks me whether I 

am ashamed to be called a Calvinist, I answerñI wish to be 

called nothing but a Christianñbut if you ask me, do I hold the 

doctrinal views which were held by John Calvin? I reply I do in 

the main hold them, and rejoice to avow it; but far be it from 

me even to imagine that Zion contains none but Calvinistic 

Christians within her walls, or that there are none saved who 

do not hold our views! Most atrocious things have been spoken 

about the character and spiritual condition of John Wesley, the 

modern prince of Arminians. I can only say concerning him, 

that while I detest many of the doctrines which he preached, 

yet for the man, himself, I have a reverence second to no 

Wesleyan. And if there were needed two apostles to be added 

to the number of the twelve, I do not believe that there could 

be found two men more fit to be so added than George 

Whitefield, and John Wesley! The character of John Wesley 

stands beyond all imputation for self-sacrifice, zeal, holiness, 

and communion with God. He lived far above the ordinary 

level of common Christians, and was one òof whom the world 

was not worthy.ó I believe there are multitudes of men who 

cannot see these truths of Calvinism, or, at least, cannot see 

them in the way in which we put them, who nevertheless have 

received Christ as their Savior, and are as dear to the heart of 

the God of grace as the soundest Calvinist in or out of heaven. 

I do not think I differ from any of my Hyper-Calvinistic 

brothers and sisters in what I do believe, but I differ from them 
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in what they do not believe. I do not hold any less than they do, 

but I hold a little more, and I think, a little more of the truth of 

God revealed in the Scriptures. Not only are there a few 

cardinal doctrines by which we can steer our ship North, South, 

East, or West, but as we study the Word, we shall begin to learn 

something about the Northwest, and Northeast, and all else 

that lies between the four cardinal points. The system of truth 

revealed in the Scriptures is not simply one straight line, but 

twoñno man will ever get a right view of the gospel until he 

knows how to look at the two lines at once. For instance, I read 

in one book of the Bible, òThe Spirit and the bride say, Come. 

And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is thirsty 

come; and whoever wills, let him take the water of life freely.ó 

Yet I am taught, in another part of the same inspired Word, 

that, òIt is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of 

God who shows mercy.ó I see in one place God in providence 

presiding over all, and yet I see, and I cannot help seeing that 

man acts as he pleases, and that God has left his actions, in a 

great measure, to his own free will.  

Now, if I were to declare that man was so free to act that 

there was no control of God over his actions, I would be driven 

very near to atheism. But if, on the other hand, I should declare 

that God so overrules all things that man is not free enough to 

be responsible, I would be driven at once into Antinomianism 

or fatalism. That God predestines, and yet that man is 

responsible, are two facts that few can clearly see; they are 

believed to be inconsistent, and contradictory to each other. If, 

then, I find taught in one part of the Bible that everything is 

foreordainedñthat is true; and if I find, in another Scripture, 

that man is responsible for all his actionsñthat is true! It is only 

my folly that leads me to imagine that these two truths of God 

can ever contradict each other! I do not believe they can ever 

be welded into one upon any earthly anvilñbut they certainly 
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shall be one in eternity. They are two lines that are so nearly 

parallel, that the human mind which pursues them farthest will 

never discover that they convergeñbut they do convergeñand 

they will meet somewhere in eternity, close to the throne of 

God, where all of His truths spring!  

It is often said that the doctrines we believe, have a 

tendency to lead us to sin; I have heard it asserted most 

positively that those high doctrines which we love, and which 

we find in the Scriptures, are licentious ones! I do not know 

who will have the hardihood to make that assertion when they 

consider that the holiest of men have been believers in them. I 

ask the man who dares to say that Calvinism is a licentious 

religion, what he thinks of the character of Augustine, or Calvin, 

or Whitefield, who in successive ages were the great exponents 

of the system of grace? Or what will he say of the Puritans, 

whose works are full of them? Had a man been an Arminian in 

those days, he would have been accounted the vilest heretic 

breathing; but now we are looked upon as the heretics and they 

as the orthodox! We have gone back to the old school; we can 

trace our descent from the apostles; it is that vein of free grace 

running through the sermonizing of Baptists which has saved 

us as a denomination! Were it not for that, we should not stand 

where we are today. We can run a golden line up to Jesus Christ, 

Himself, through a holy succession of mighty fathers who all 

held these glorious truthsñand we can ask concerning themñ

òWhere will you find holier and better men in the world?ó No 

doctrine is so calculated to preserve a man from sin as the 

doctrine of the grace of Godñthose who have called it òa 

licentious doctrineóñ did not know anything at all about it. 

Poor ignorant thingsñthey little knew that their own vile stuff 

was the most licentious doctrine under heaven; if they knew the 

grace of God in truth, they would soon see that there was no 

preservative from lying like a knowledge that we are elect of 
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God from the foundation of the world; there is nothing like a 

belief in my eternal perseverance, and the immutability of my 

Fatherõs affection which can keep me near to Him from a 

motive of simple gratitude! Nothing makes a man so virtuous 

as belief of the truths of God! A lying doctrine will soon beget 

a lying practice; a man cannot have an erroneous belief without, 

by-and-by, having an erroneous life. I believe the one thing 

naturally begets the other. Of all menñthose have the most 

unselfish piety, the most sublime reverence, the most ardent 

devotionñwho believe that they are saved by grace, without 

works, through faith, and that not of themselves, it is the gift 

of God! Christians should take heed and see that it always is so, 

lest by any means Christ should be crucified afresh, and put to 

an open shame.  

 

 

MISREPRESENTATIONS OF  

TRUE CALVINISM CLEARED AWAY  

 

Note: In the year 1861, the church of which Mr. C. H Spurgeon was 

pastor, completed its tremendous new structure, the Metropolitan 

Tabernacle. The first sermon by Mr. Spurgeon in this new building was 

preached on Monday afternoon, March 25th. A few days later in this new 

building, on Thursday, April 1st, Mr. Spurgeon had what we today would 

call a Bible Conference. The theme of the conference was, òExposition of 

the Doctrines of Grace.ó The speakers and their subjects were as followsñ

election by John Bloomfield; human depravity by Evan Probert; particular 

redemption by James A. Spurgeon, Mr. Spurgeonõs brother; effectual 

calling by James Smith, and the final perseverance of believers in Christ 

Jesus by William OõNeil. Mr. Spurgeon, as pastor of the church, was the 

òMaster of Ceremonies,ó and he gave the following introductory message 

as printed in Volume 7 of The New Park Street and Metropolitan 

Tabernacle Pulpit.  
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The main body of this message is as follows: 

 

There is nothing upon which men need to be more 

instructed than upon the question of what Calvinism really is. 

The most infamous allegations have been brought against us, 

and sometimes, I must fear, by men who knew them to be 

utterly untrue; and to this day there are many of our opponents 

who, when they run short of matter, invent and make for 

themselves a man of straw! They call that man of straw, John 

Calvin, and then shoot all their arrows at it. We have not come 

here to defend your man of straw; shoot at him or burn him as 

you will, and if it suits your convenience, go ahead and still 

oppose doctrines which were never taught, and rail at fictions 

which, save in your brain, were never in existence! We come 

here to state what our views really are, and we trust that any 

who do not agree with us will do us the justice of not 

misrepresenting us. If they can disprove our doctrines, let them 

state them fairly, and then overthrow themñbut why should 

they first caricature our opinions, and then afterwards attempt 

to put them down?  

Among the gross falsehoods which have been uttered 

against the Calvinists proper is the wicked slander that we hold 

the damnation of little infants. A baser lie was never uttered! 

There may have existed somewhereñin some corner of the 

earthñan evildoer who would dare to say that there were 

infants in hell, but I have never met with him, nor have I met 

with a man who ever saw such a person. We say, with regard to 

infants, Scripture said but very little, and therefore, where 

Scripture is confessedly scant, it is for no man to determine 

dogmatically; but I think I speak for the entire body, or 

certainly with exceedingly few exceptions, and those unknown 

to me, when I say we hold that all infants are elect of God, and 

are, therefore, saved, and we look to this as being the means by 
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which Christ shall see of the travail of His soul to a great degree, 

and we do sometimes hope that thus the multitude of the saved 

shall be made to exceed the multitude of the lost. Whatever 

views our friends may hold upon the point, they are not 

necessarily connected with Calvinistic doctrine. I believe that 

the Lord Jesus, who said, òOf such is the kingdom of heaven,ó 

does daily and constantly receive into His loving arms those 

tender ones who are only shown, and then snatched away to 

heaven. Our hymns are no ill witness to our faith on this point, 

and one of them runs thusñ  

 

òMillions of infant souls compose  

 The family above.ó  

 

Toplady, one of the keenest of Calvinists, was of this 

number. òIn my remarks,ó he says, òon Dr. Newell, I testified 

my firm belief that the souls of all departed infants are with God 

in gloryñthat in the decree of predestination to life, God has 

included all whom He decreed to take away in infancyñand 

that the decree of reprobation has nothing to do with them.ó 

No, he proceeds farther, and asks, with reason, how the anti-

Calvinistic system of conditional salvation, and election, or 

good works foreseen, will suit with the salvation of infants? It 

is plain that Arminians and Pelagians must introduce a new 

principle of electionñand in so far as the salvation of infants is 

concerned, become Calvinists! Is it not an argument in behalf 

of Calvinism that its principle is uniform throughout, and that 

no change is needed on the ground on which man is saved, 

whether young or old? John Newton, of London, the friend of 

Cowper, noted for his Calvinism, holds that the children in 

heaven exceed its adult inhabitants in their entire multitudinous 

array! Gill, a very champion of Calvinism, held the doctrine that 

all dying in infancy are saved; an intelligent modern writer, Dr. 
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Russell of Dundee, also a Calvinist, maintains the same views. 

When it is considered that nearly one-half of the human race die 

in early years, it is easy to see what a vast accession must be 

daily and hourly making to the blessed population of heaven!  

A more common charge, brought by more decent people, 

for I must say that the last charge is never brought except by 

disreputable personsña more common charge is that we hold 

clear fatalism! Now, there may be Calvinists who are fatalists, 

but Calvinism and fatalism are two distinct things. Do not most 

Christians hold the doctrine of the providence of God? Do not 

all Christians; do not all believers in God hold the doctrine of 

His foreknowledge? All the difficulties which are laid against 

the doctrine of predestination might, with equal force, be laid 

against that of divine foreknowledge. We believe that God has 

predestinated all things from the beginning, but there is a 

difference between the predestination of an intelligent, all-wise, 

all-bounteous God, and that blind fatalism which simply says, 

òIt is because it is to be.ó Between the predestination of Scripture, 

and the fate of the Koran, every sensible man must perceive a 

difference of the most essential character. We do not deny that 

the thing is so ordained that it must be, but why is it to be but 

that the FatherñGodñwhose name is love, ordained it? Not 

because of any necessity in circumstances that such-and-such a 

thing should take place; though the wheels of providence 

revolve with rigid exactness, yet not without purpose and 

wisdom! The wheels are full of eyes, and everything ordained 

is so ordained that it shall conduce to the grandest of all endsñ

the glory of Godñand next to that, the good of His creatures.  

But we are next met by some who tell us that we preach 

the wicked and horrible doctrine of sovereign and unmerited 

reprobation. òOh,ó they say, òyou teach that men are damned 

because God made them to be damned, and that they go to hell, 

not because of sin, not because of unbeliefñbut because of some 
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dark decree with which God has stamped their destiny.ó 

Brothers and sisters, this is another unfair charge! Election does 

not involve reprobation! There may be some who hold 

unconditional reprobation, but I stand not here as their 

defenderñlet them defend themselves as best they can! I hold 

Godõs election, but I testify just as clearly that if any man is lost, 

he is lost for sin. This has been the uniform statement of 

Calvinistic ministers. I might refer you to our standards such as 

òThe Westminster Assemblyõs Catechismó and to all our 

Confessions, for they all distinctly state that man is lost for sin, 

and that there is no punishment put on any man except that 

which he richly and righteously deserves. If any of you have 

ever uttered that libel against us, do it not againñfor we are as 

guiltless of that as you are yourselves! I am speaking 

personallyñand I think in this I would command the suffrages 

of my brothersñI do know that the appointment of God 

extends to all things; I stand not in this pulpit, nor in any other 

to lay the damnation of any man anywhere but upon himself! 

If he is lost, damnation is all of men. But, if he is saved, salvation 

is still all of God.  

To state this important point yet more clearly and explicitly, 

I shall quote at large from an able Presbyterian divineñòThe 

pious Methodist is taught that the Calvinist represents God as 

creating men in order to destroy them; he is taught that 

Calvinists hold that men are lost, not because they sin, but 

because they are non-elected. Believing this to be a true 

statement, is it not amazing that the Methodist stops short, and 

declares himself, if not an Arminian, at least an anti-

predestinarian? But no statement can be more scandalously untrue. It 

is the uniform doctrine of Calvinism that God creates all for 

His own gloryñthat He is infinitely righteous and kind, and 

that where men perish, it is only for their sins. In speaking of 

suffering, whether in this world, or in the world to comeñ
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whether it respects angels or men, the Westminster standards 

(which may be considered as the most authoritative modern 

statement of the system) invariably connect the punishment 

with previous sin, and sin onlyñôAs for those wicked and 

ungodly men whom God, as a righteous Judge, FOR their SINS 

does blind and harden, from them He not only withholds His 

grace, whereby they might have been enlightened in their 

understandings, and worked upon in their hearts, but 

sometimes also withdraws the gifts which they had, and 

exposes them to such objects as their corruption makes occasion 

of sin; and withal gives them over to their own lusts, the 

temptations of the world and the power of Satan, whereby it 

comes to pass that they harden themselves even under those means 

which God uses for the softening of others.õ  

òThe Larger Catechism, speaking of the unsaved among 

angels and men, says, ôGod, according to His sovereign power, 

and the unsearchable counsel of His own will (whereby He 

extends or withholds favor as He pleases) has passed by and 

foreordained the rest to dishonor and wrath, to before their sin 

inflicted, to the praise of the glory of His justice.õ Again, ôThe 

end of God appointing this day (of the last judgment) is for the 

manifestation of the glory of His mercy, in the eternal salvation 

of the elect, and of His justice in the damnation of the 

reprobate who are wicked and disobedient.õ  

òThis is no more than what the Methodist and all other 

Evangelical bodies acknowledgeñthat where men perish it is 

in consequence of their sin. If it is asked why sin which destroys 

is permitted to enter the world; that is a question which bears 

not only on the Calvinist, but equally on all other parties. They 

are as much concerned and bound to answer it as he. No, the 

question is not confined to Christians. All who believe in the 

existence of Godñin His righteous character and perfect 

providence are equally under obligation to answer it. Whatever 
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may be the reply of others, that of the Calvinist may be 

regarded as given in the statement of the Confession of Faith, 

which declares that Godõs providence extends itself even to the 

first fall and other sins of angels and men, etc.ñYet so as the 

sinfulness thereof proceeds only from the creature, and not from God, who 

being most holy and righteous, neither is nor can be ôthe author or approver 

of sin.õ It is difficult to see what more could be said upon the 

subject; and if such is the undoubted sentiments of Calvinists, 

then what misrepresentation can be more gross than that which 

describes them as holding that sinners perish irrespective of 

their sin, or that God is the author of their sin? What is the 

declaration of Calvin? ôEvery soul departs (at death) to that place 

which it has prepared for itself while in this world.õ It is hard to be 

charged with holding as sacred truth what one abhors as horrid 

blasphemy, and yet this is the treatment which has been 

perseveringly meted out to Calvinists in spite of the most 

solemn and indignant disclaimers! Against nothing have they 

more stoutly protested than the thought that the infinitely holy 

and righteous, and amiable Jehovah is the author of sinñand 

yet how often do the supporters of rival systems charge them 

with this as an article of faith?ó  

A yet further charge against us is that we dare not preach 

the gospel to the unregenerate! That, in fact, our theology is so 

narrow and cramped, that we cannot preach to sinners! 

Gentlemen, if you dare to say this, I would take you to any 

library in the world where the old Puritan fathers are stored up, 

and I would let you take down any one volume and tell me if 

you ever read more telling exhortations and addresses to 

sinners in any of your own books! Did not Bunyan plead with 

sinners and whoever classed him with any but the Calvinists? 

Did not Charnock, Goodwin, and Howe agonize for souls, and 

what were they but Calvinists? Did not Jonathan Edwards 

preach to sinners, and who more clear and explicit on these 
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doctrinal matters? The works of our innumerable divines teem 

with passionate appeals to the unconverted! Oh, sirs, if I should 

begin the list, time should fail me; it is an indisputable fact that 

we have labored more than they all for the winning of souls! 

Was George Whitefield any the less seraphic? Did his eyes 

weep the fewer tears or his heart move with less compassion 

because he believed in Godõs electing love, and preached the 

sovereignty of the Most High? It is an unfounded slander! Our 

souls are not stony; our hearts are not withdrawn from the 

compassion which we ought to feel for our fellow men; we can 

hold all our views, and yet can weep as Christ did over a 

Jerusalem which was certainly to be destroyed! Again I must 

say I am not defending certain brothers who have exaggerated 

Calvinism. I speak of Calvinism properñnot that which has 

run to seed, and outgrown its beauty and verdure. I speak of it 

as I find it in Calvinõs Institutes, and especially in his Expositions. 

I have read them carefully. I take not my views of Calvinism 

from common repute, but from his books; nor do I, in thus 

speaking, even vindicate Calvinism as if I cared for the name, 

but I mean that glorious system which teaches that salvation is 

of grace from first to last! And again, then, I say it is an utterly 

unfounded charge that we dare not preach to sinners!  

And then further, that I may clear up these points, and 

leave the less rubbish for my brothers to wheel awayñwe have 

sometimes heard it said, but those who say it ought to go to 

school to read the first book of historyñthat we who hold 

Calvinistic views are the enemies of revivals. Why, sirs, in the 

history of the Church, with but few exceptions, you could not 

find a revival at all that was not produced by the orthodox faith! 

What was that great work which was done by Augustine when 

the church suddenly woke up from the diseased and deadly 

sleep into which Pelagian doctrine had cast it? What was the 

Reformation, itself, but the waking up of menõs minds to those 
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old truths of God? However far modern Lutherans may have 

turned aside from their ancient doctrinesñand I must confess 

some of them would not agree with what I now say, yet, at any 

rateñLuther and Calvin had no dispute about predestination! 

Their views were identical, and Lutherõs, On the Bondage of the 

Will is as strong a book upon the free grace of God as Calvin, 

himself, could have written. Hear that great thunder while he 

cries in that book, òLet the Christian reader know, then, that 

God foresees nothing in a contingent mannerñbut that He 

foresees, proposes, and acts from His eternal and unchangeable 

will! This is the thunder stroke which breaks and overturns free 

will.ó Do I need mention to you better names than Huss, 

Jerome of Prague, Fartel, John Knox, Wickliffe, Wishart, and 

Bradford? Need I do more than say that these held the same 

views and that in their day anything like an Arminian revival 

was utterly unheard of and undreamed of? And then, to come 

to more modern times, there is the great exceptionñthat 

wondrous revival under Mr. Wesley in which the Wesleyan 

Methodists had so large a share. But permit me to say that the 

strength of the doctrine of Wesleyan Methodism lay in its 

Calvinism! The great body of the Methodists disclaimed 

Pelagianism in whole and in part; they contended for manõs 

entire depravity, the necessity of the direct agency of the Holy 

Spirit, and that the first step in the change proceeds not from 

the sinner, but from God. They denied at the time that they 

were Pelagians; does not the Methodist hold as firmly as ever 

we do, that man is saved by the operation of the Holy Spirit 

and only the Holy Spirit?  

And are not many of Mr. Wesleyõs sermons full of that 

great truthñthat the Holy Spirit is necessary to regeneration? 

Whatever mistakes he may have made, he continually preached 

the absolute necessity of the new birth by the Holy Spirit! And 

there are some other points of exceedingly close agreement; for 
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instance, even that of human inability. It matters not how some 

may abuse us when we say man could not of himself repent or 

believeñyet the old Arminian standards said the same. True, 

they affirm that God has given grace to every man, but they do 

not dispute the fact, that apart from that grace, there was no 

ability in man to do that which was good in his own salvation. 

And then let me sayñif you turn to the continent of America, 

how gross the falsehood that Calvinistic doctrine is unfavorable 

to revivals! Look at that wondrous shaking under Jonathan 

Edwards and others which we might quote. Or turn to 

Scotlandñwhat shall we say of MõCheyne? What shall we say 

of those renowned Calvinistsñ Chalmers, Wardlaw, and 

before them, Livingstone, Haldane, Erskine, and the like? What 

shall we say of the men of their school but that, while they held 

and preached unflinchingly the great truths which we would 

propound today, yet God acknowledged their word, and 

multitudes were saved? And if it were not perhaps too much 

like boasting of oneõs own work under God, I might say 

personally I have never found the preaching of these doctrines 

lull this church to sleep! But always while we have loved to 

maintain these truths of God, we have agonized for the souls 

of men, and the 1,600 or more whom I have myself baptized 

upon profession of their faith, are living testimonies that these 

old truths in modern times have not lost their power to 

promote a revival of religion!  

I have thus cleared away these allegations at the outset. I 

shall now need a few minutes more to say, with regard to the 

Calvinistic system, that there are some things to be said in its 

layout to which, of course, I attach but little comparative 

importance; but they ought not to be ignored. It is a fact that 

the system of doctrines called the Calvinistic, is so exceedingly 

simple, and so readily learned, that as a system of divinity it is 

more easily taught, and more easily grasped by unlettered minds 
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than any other. The poor have the gospel preached to them in 

a style which assists their memories, and commends itself to 

their judgments; it is a system which was practically 

acknowledged on high philosophic grounds by such men as 

Bacon, Leibnitz and Newton, and yet it can charm the soul of 

a child, and expand the intellect of a peasant! And then it has 

another virtue. I take it that the last is no mean one, but it has 

anotherñthat when it is preached, there is a something in it 

which excites thought. A man may hear sermons upon the other 

theory which shall glance over him as the swallowõs wing gently 

sweeps the brookñbut these old doctrines either make a man 

so angry, that he goes home, and cannot sleep for very hatredñ

or else they bring him down into lowliness of thought, feeling 

the immensity of the things which he has heard! Either way, it 

excites and stirs him up not temporarily, but in a most lasting 

manner. These doctrines haunt him; he kicks against the pricks, 

and full often the Word forces a way into his soul! And I think 

this is no small thing for any doctrine to doñin an age given 

to slumber, and with human hearts so indifferent to the truth 

of God. I know that many men have gained more good by 

being made angry under a sermon than by being pleased by itñ

for being angry, they have turned the truth of God over and 

over again, and at last that truth has burned its way right into 

their hearts!  

It also has this singular virtueñit is so coherent in all its 

parts. You cannot vanquish a Calvinist; you may think you can, 

but you cannot! The stones of the great doctrines so fit into 

each other that the more pressure there is applied to remove 

them, the more strenuously do they adhere. And you may mark 

that you cannot receive one of these doctrines without 

believing all! Hold, for instance, that man is utterly depraved, 

and you draw the inference, then, that certainly if God has such 

a creature to deal with, salvation must come from God alone! 
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And if from Him, the offended one, to an offending creatureñ

then He has a right to give or withhold His mercy as He willsñ

you are thus forced upon election, and when you have gotten 

that, you have allñthe others must follow. Some, by putting 

the strain upon their judgments, may manage to hold two or 

three points, and not the rest; but sound logic, I take it, requires 

a man to hold the whole or reject the whole! The doctrines 

stand like soldiers in a square, presenting on every side a line of 

defense which is hazardous to attack, but easy to maintain. And 

mark youñin these times when error is so rife, and neology 

strives to be so rampant, it is no little thing to put into the hands 

of a young man a weapon which can slay his foesña weapon 

he can easily learn to handleñwhich he may grasp tenaciously, 

wield readily, and carry without fatigue. A weapon, I may add, 

which no rust can corrode, and no blows can breakñeffective 

and well annealedña true Jerusalem blade of a temper fit for 

deeds of renown! The coherency of the parts, though it is, of 

course, but a trifle in comparison with other things, is not 

unimportant.  

And then, I add, but this is the point my brothers will take 

upñit has this excellenceñthat it is Scriptural, and that it is 

consistent with the experience of believers. Men generally grow more 

Calvinistic as they advance in years. Is not that a sign that the 

doctrine is right? As they are growing riper for heaven; as they 

are getting nearer to the rest that remains for the people of God; 

the soul longs to feed on the finest of the wheat and abhors 

chaff and husks. And then, I addñand, in so doing, I would 

refute a slander that has sometimes been urgedñthis glorious 

truth has this excellence, that it produces the holiest of men. We can 

look back through all our annals and say, to those who oppose 

us, you can mention no names of men more holy, more 

devoted, more loving, more generous than those which we can 

mention! The saints of our calendar, though economized by 
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Rome, rank first in the book of life; the name of Puritan needs 

only to be heard to compel our reverence; holiness has reached 

a height among them which is rare, indeed, and well it might, 

for they loved and lived the truth of God! And if you say that 

our doctrine is harmful to human liberty, we point you to 

Oliver Cromwell, and to his brave Ironsides, Calvinists to a 

man! If you say it leads to inaction, we point you to the Pilgrim 

fathers, and the wilderness they subdued. We can put our finger 

upon every spot of land the wide world over, and say, òHere 

was something done by a man who believed in Godõs decrees, 

and, inasmuch as he did this, it is proof it did not make him 

inactive, it did not lull him to sloth.ó  

The better way, however, of proving this point, is for each 

of us who hold these truths of God to be more prayerful, more 

watchful, more holy, more active than we have ever been 

before, and by so doing, we shall put to silence the gainsaying 

of foolish men! A living argument is an argument which tells 

upon every man. We cannot deny what we see and feel. Be it 

ours, if maligned, to disprove it by a blameless life, and it shall 

yet come to pass that our church and its sentiments, too, shall 

come forth, òFair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as 

an army with banners.ó  



 

 

 

THE M ETROPOLITAN TABERNACLE OPENING 

 
RELIGIOUS SERVICES AND OTHER MEETINGS IN 

CONNECTION WITH THE OPENING OF  

THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE , NEWINGTON . 

 

THE COMMITTEE is very happy to inform their friends and 

the public, that the vast edifice erected for the Church and 

Congregation of the Rev. C. H. SPURGEON is now nearly 

completed. The sum required has, by Godõs gracious 

providence, been obtainedñwith the exception of about 

£3,000. It is firmly believed that this remaining amount will be 

raised by means of the Bazaar, and the contributions given at 

the opening meetings.  

In order that the large numbers who desire to be present 

upon this occasion may be accommodated, the proceedings 

have been extended throughout a whole month, and there are 

one or two days yet unoccupied, for which services will be 

afterwards advertised, if the present arrangement should prove 

insufficient. Owing to the early date at which this circular is 

issued, the particulars cannot be given; nor is it possible to 

publish all the names of the ministers and gentlemen who will 

assist at the services. The present program will be adhered to 

as nearly as possible, but some variations may very naturally 

occur. The meetings are, many of them, definite in their 

subjects and objectives, both for the sake of variety and 

edification. We desire not only to welcome our friends, and 

accept their assistance, but to set forth a public testimony of 

our faith and practice. It is hoped that the more prominent 

features of our religious views, as a church and denomination, 
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will thus be publicly expounded while our union with the 

faithful will be unmistakably affirmed.  

Friends desiring tickets for any of the services are 

requested to make their application by letter to Mr. C. 

BLACKSHAW, Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington, S. They 

are requested to enclose a stamped envelope, bearing their 

address, and to state clearly what meeting they wish to attend. 

As the number of tickets is limited, when compared with the 

expected demand, no large supply can be issued to any one 

person. It is hoped that many will see fit to enclose a 

contribution with their application. The Committee will 

endeavor, as far as possible, to oblige every applicant, but they 

cannot absolutely engage in every case, to supply the particular 

tickets required. Delay will necessarily occur in attending to so 

extensive an arrangement, but our friends will exercise patience, 

and we hope all will be gratified.  

In conclusion, the Committee begs the renewed assistance 

of all their friends in this, their crowning effort, and they beg it 

to be distinctly understood that no persuasion will prevail upon 

their Pastor to use the building for public worship on the 

Sabbath until the whole of the liabilities are discharged. Shall 

the house be closed a single Sunday? We believe in our gracious 

God, and trust that He will so influence His people, that by the 

end of the second week, or before the Good Friday has passed 

away, all will be accomplishedñin which case we shall meet for 

regular worship on Lordõs Day, March 31st.  

The proceeds of collections, after payment of contracted 

liabilities, will be needed for the completion of the front 

boundaries; the fitting up of the schools; furnishing the 

studentsõ classrooms and other works which the Committee 

has not as yet commenced. Feeling it to be highly objectionable 

to run into debt, they have left many matters to be finished 

when the funds shall be forthcoming, and they are cheerfully 
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confident that before these preliminary meetings are over, this 

great temple of the Lord will have been finished in every 

department.  

 

 

FIRST WEEK 

 

Monday, March 18thñMeeting for prayer, at 7 oõclock in the 

morning. The Rev. C. H. SPURGEON will preside. A Bazaar 

will be held in the Lecture Hall and School Rooms, 

commencing at 12 oõclock each day, on Tuesday, March 19th; 

Wednesday, March 20th; Thursday, March 21st; Friday, March 

22nd; and Saturday, March 23rd. Tickets of admission, one 

shilling each. Contributions of goods are earnestly requested, 

and should be forwarded to Mrs. SPURGEON, Clapham.  

 

 

SECOND WEEK 

 

Monday, March 25ñMorning at 7ñmeeting for prayer. The 

Rev. G. ROGERS will preside. Afternoon at 3ñsermon by 

Rev. C. H. SPURGEON; evening at 7ñsermon by Rev. 

WITTBROOK of Bloomsbury Chapel.  

Tuesday, March 26ñPublic meeting of our contributors. 

Chair to be taken at half-past 6, by Sir HENRY HAVELOCK. 

The Revs. C. STOVEL, M. BARRINGER, J. BIGWOOD, F. 

TUCKER, J. RUSSELL, and other ministers and gentlemen 

will address the meeting. Tickets will be given to contributors.  

Wednesday, March 27ñPublic meeting of the neighboring 

churches. Chair to be taken at half-past six, by Dr. STEANE. 

The Revs. W. HOWIESON of Lion-Street; ANEMONE 

HALL, of Surrey Chapel; R. W. BUTTS, of Hanover Chapel; 

G. H. WHITE, of Bermondsey; G. ROGERS, of Albany 
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Chapel, and other ministers and gentlemen are expected to 

address the meeting.  

Good Friday, March 29ñTwo sermons will be preached by 

the Rev. C. H. SPURGEON. Morning at a quarter to eleven; 

Evening at seven. Tickets for these services will be chiefly given 

to members and seat holders.  

 

 

THIRD WEEK  

 

Monday, April 1ñMorning at 7ñmeeting for prayer. The 

Rev. B. DAVIES will preside. Evening at 7ñA sermon will be 

preached by the Rev. JOHN GRAHAM of Craven Chapel.  

Tuesday, April 2ñA public meeting of our London Baptist 

brethren. Chair to be taken at 7 p.m., by Sir S. M. PETO, Bart. 

The Revs. A. C. THOMAS, J. H. HINTON, P. DICKERSON, 

JABEZ BURNS, D. D. and other ministers and gentlemen are 

expected to take part in the proceedings.  

Wednesday, April, 3ñA public meeting of the 

denominations. Chair to be taken at 6:30 p. m., by E. BALL 

ESQ., M.P. E. CORDEROY, ESQ., Rev. W. G. LEWIS, Rev. 

J. Hard, Rev. W. BUSHELL, and others, will be present. The 

subject of the Unity of the Church will be discussed by able 

ministers and laymen representing the various sections of the 

one church.  

Thursday, April 4ñA sermon will be preached by the Rev. 

OCTAVIUS WINSLOW of Bath, at 7 p. m.  

 

 

FOURTH WEEK.  

 

Monday, April 8ñMorning at 7ñmeeting for prayer. 

Evening at 7ñOur own church. The Pastor, elders and 
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deacons will speak; the former ministers are invited, and the 

Rev. JOHN SPURGEON, the father of the Pastor, is expected 

to preside. By this meeting, we desire to testify to the 

independency, unity and fellowship which each Church of 

Christ has within itself.  

Tuesday, April 9ñBaptismal service at 7 p.m. A sermon 

upon believersõ baptism, by Rev. H. S. BROWN, of Liverpool. 

Rev. C. H. SPURGEON will baptize.  

Wednesday, April 10ñCommunion. Dr. STEANE, Rev. C. 

H. SPURGEON, and Dr. HAMILTON will preside. This 

service is intended to set forth the essential oneness of the 

church, and the real fellowship in the body of Christ which is 

the privilege of all her members. Members of the various 

Protestant bodies can apply for cards through their pastors, or 

where this is impossible, through any members of the church 

under the care of the Rev. C. H. SPURGEON. The offering at 

this communion will be devoted to the memorial on behalf of 

the widow of the late Rev. JONATHAN GEORGE.  

Thursday, April 11ñAfternoon at 3ñCalvinistic Doctrine. 

The Rev. C. H. SPURGEON will introduce the subject and 

five ministers will take up the points by which the Calvinistic 

creed is distinguished. The service commences at 3. There will 

be a pause at 5 for refreshment, and the friends will reassemble 

at 6:30. The addresses will last about half an hour each, and will 

be printed, as a Manual of Doctrine and be a memorial of the 

opening of this great house of God.  

Friday, April 12ñOration by HOBBY VINCENT, ESQ. 

SubjectñòNonconformity in its political bearings.ó Chair to be 

taken at 7 p.m. by Sir JOHN BURGOYNE. Tickets, One 

shilling. Reserved seats, half-a-crown.  
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FIFTH WEEK.  

 

The arrangements for the fifth week will be announced in 

the April Magazines. It is hoped that many friends from the 

country, being in town for the May meetings, will then favor us 

with their company, and to this end their applications will have 

the preference. 

 

PLEASE PRAY THE H OLY SPIRIT WILL USE THESE  

MEETINGS TO BRING MA NY TO A SAVING KN OWLEDGE 

OF JESUS CHRIST . 

 

 





 

 

 

348  CONSOLATION IN CHRIST ɀ PHIL . 2:1 

 

A Sermon 

Delivered on Sabbath Morning, December 2nd, 1860,  

by the 

 REV. C. H. SPURGEON 

 At Exeter Hall , Strand 

 
òIf there is therefore any consolation in Christ, if any 

comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection 

and mercy.óñ Philippians 2:1 

 

THE LANGUAGE OF MAN has received a new coinage of 

words since the time of his perfection in Eden. Adam could 

scarcely have understood the word, consolation, for the simple 

reason that he did not understand in Eden the meaning of the 

word, sorrow. O how has our language been swollen through the 

floods of our griefs and tribulations! It was not sufficiently wide 

and wild for man when he was driven out of the garden into 

the wide, wide world. After he had once eaten of the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil, as his knowledge was extended, so 

must the language be by which he could express his thoughts 

and feelings. But, my hearers, when Adam first needed the 

word, consolation, there was a time when he could not find the 

fair jewel itself. Until that hour when the first promise was 

uttered, when the Seed of the woman was declared as being the 

coming man who should bruise the serpentõs head, Adam 

might masticate and digest the word, sorrow, but he could 

never season and flavor it with the hope or thought of 

consolationñor if the hope and thought might sometimes flit 
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across his mind, like a lightning flash in the midst of the 

tempestõs dire darknessñyet it must have been too transient, 

too unsubstantial to have made glad his heart, or to soothe his 

sorrows. Consolation is the dropping of gentle dew from 

heaven on desert hearts beneath. True consolation, such as can 

reach the heart, must be one of the choicest gifts of divine 

mercy; and surely, we are not erring from sacred Scripture when 

we avow that in its full meaning, consolation can be found 

nowhere except in Christ who has come down from heaven, 

and who has again ascended to heaven to provide strong and 

everlasting consolation for those whom He has bought with 

His blood!  

You will remember, my dear friends, that the Holy Spirit, 

during the present dispensation, is revealed to us as the 

Comforter. It is the Spiritõs business to console and cheer the 

hearts of Godõs people. He does convict of sin; He does 

illuminate and instruct; but still the main part of His business 

lies in making glad the hearts of the renewed, in confirming the 

weak, and lifting up all those who are bowed down. Whatever 

the Holy Spirit may not be, He is always the Comforter to the 

Church, and this age is peculiarly the dispensation of the Holy 

Spirit in which Christ cheers us not by His presence, as He shall 

do, by-and-by, but by the indwelling and constant abiding of 

the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. Now, markñas the Holy Spirit 

is the Comforter, Christ is the comfort. The Holy Spirit 

consoles, but Christ is the consolation. If I may use the figure, the 

Holy Spirit is the Physician, but Christ is the medicine. He heals 

the wound, but it is by applying the holy ointment of Christõs 

name and grace. He takes not of His own things, but of the 

things of Christ. We are not consoled today by new revelations, 

but by the old revelation explained, enforced, and lit up with 

new splendor by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, the 

Comforter! If we give to the Holy Spirit the Greek name of 
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Paraclete, as we sometimes do, then our heart confers on our 

blessed Lord Jesus the title of the Paraclesis. If the one is the 

Comforter, the other is the comfort!  

I shall try this morning, first, to show how Christ in His 

varied positions, is the consolation of the children of God in their varied 

trials. Then we shall pass on, secondly, to observe that Christ in 

His unchanging nature is the consolation to the children of God in their 

continual sorrows. And lastly, I shall close by dwelling awhile upon 

the question as to whether Christ is a consolation to usñputting it 

personally, òIs Christ a present and available consolation for 

me.ó  

I. First, CHRIST IN HIS VARIED POSITIONS IS THE 

CONSOLATION FOR THE MANY ILLS OF THE CHILDREN OF 

GOD.  

Our Masterõs history is a long and eventful one; but every 

step of it may yield abundant comfort to the children of God. 

If we track Him from the highest throne of glory to the cross 

of deepest woe, and then through the grave, up again the 

shining steeps of heaven, and onward through His mediatorial 

kingdom, on to the day when He shall deliver up the throne to 

God, even our Fatherñthroughout every part of that 

wondrous pathway there may be found the flowers of 

consolation growing plenteously, and the children of God have 

but to stoop and gather them! òAll His paths drop fatness, all 

His garments which He wears in His different offices smell of 

myrrh and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces whereby 

He makes His people glad.ó  

To begin at the beginningñthere are times when we look 

upon the past with the deepest grief. The withering of Edenõs 

flowers has often caused a fading in the garden of our souls. 

We have mourned exceedingly that we have been driven out to 

till the ground with the sweat of our browñthat the curse 

should have glanced on us through the sin of our first parent, 
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and we have been ready to cry, òWoe was the day in which our 

parent stretched forth his hand to touch the forbidden fruit.ó 

If only he had rested in unsullied purity and that we, his sons 

and daughters, might have lived beneath an unclouded sky, and 

might never have mourned the ills of bodily pain or of spiritual 

distress! To meet this very natural source of grief, I bid you 

consider Christ in old eternity. Open now the eyes of your faith, 

believer, and see Christ as your everlasting covenant head 

stipulating to redeem you even before you had become a 

bondslave, bound to deliver even before you had worn the 

chain. Think, I pray you, of the Eternal Council in which your 

restoration was planned and declared even before the fall and 

in which you were established in an eternal salvation, even 

before the necessity of that salvation had begun! O, my 

brothers and sisters, how it cheers our hearts to think of the 

anticipating mercy of God! He anticipated our fall, foreknew 

the ills which it would bring upon us, and provided in His 

eternal decree of predestinating love, an effectual remedy for 

all our diseasesña certain deliverance from all our sorrows! I 

see You, You fellow of the Eternal, You equal of the Almighty 

God! Your goings forth were of old. I see You lift Your right 

hand and engage Yourself to fulfill Your Fatherõs willñòIn the 

volume of the book it is written of Me, ôI delight to do Your 

will, O God.õó I see You forming, signing and sealing that 

everlasting covenant by which the souls of all the redeemed 

were then and there delivered from the curse, and made sure 

and certain inheritors of Your kingdom and of Your glory. In 

this respect Christ shines out as the consolation of His people.  

Againñif ever your minds dwell with sadness upon the 

fact that we are at this day absent from the Lord, because we 

are present in the body, think of the great truth that Jesus Christ 

of old had delights with the sons of men, and He delights to 

commune and have fellowship with His people now. 
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Remember that your Lord and Master appeared to Abraham in 

the plains of Mamre under the disguise of a pilgrim. Abraham 

was a pilgrim and Christ, to show His sympathy with His 

servant, became a pilgrim, too! Did He not also appear to Jacob 

at the brook Jabbok? Jacob was a wrestler, and Jesus appears 

there as a wrestler, too. Did He not stand before Moses under 

the guise and figure of a flame in the midst of a bush? Was not 

Moses at the very time, the representative of a people who were 

like a bush burning with fire and yet not consumed? Did He 

not stand before JoshuañJoshua the leader of Israelõs troops, 

and did He not appear to him as the captain of the Lordõs host? 

And do you not well remember that when the three holy 

children walked in the midst of the fiery furnace, He was in the 

midst of the fire, tooñnot as a kingñbut as one in the fire 

with them? Cheer, then, your heart with this consoling 

inference! If Christ appeared to His servants in the olden time, 

and manifested Himself to them as bone of their bone, and 

flesh of their fleshñin all their trials and their troublesñHe 

will do no less for you today! He will be with you in passing 

through the fireñHe will be your rock, your shield and your 

high tower. He will be your song, your banner and your crown 

of rejoicing. Fear not, He who visited His saints of old will 

surely not be long absent from His children todayñHis 

delights are still with His people, and still will He walk with us 

through this weary wilderness! Surely this makes Christ a most 

blessed consolation for His Israel!  

And now, to pursue the Masterõs footsteps as He comes 

out of the invisible glories of Deity, and wears the visible 

garment of humanity. Let us view the babe of Bethlehem, the 

child of Nazareth, the Son of Man. See Him; He is in every 

respect a man. òOf the substance of His motheró is He made; 

in the substance of our flesh He suffers; in the trials of our flesh 

He bows His headñunder the weakness of our flesh He prays, 



3ÐÕÒÇÅÏÎȭÓ 3ÅÒÍÏÎÓ ɀ Vol. VII   ClassicChristianLibrary.com 

6 

 

and in temptation of our flesh He is kept and maintained by 

the grace within. You today are tried and troubled, and you ask 

for consolation. What better can be afforded you than what is 

presented to you in the fact that Jesus Christ is one with you in 

your natureñthat He has suffered all that you are now 

sufferingñthat your pathway has been aforetime trod by His 

sacred feetñthat the cup of which you drink is a cup which He 

has drained to the very bottomñthat the river through which 

you pass is one through which He swam, and every wave and 

billow which rolls over your head did in old time roll over Him? 

Come! Are you ashamed to suffer what your Master suffered? 

Shall the disciple be above his Master, and the servant above 

his Lord? Shall He die upon a cross, and will not you bear the 

cross? Must He be crowned with thorns, and shall you be 

crowned with laurel? Is He to be pierced in hands and feet, and 

are your members to feel no pain? O cast away the fond 

delusion, I pray you, and look to Him who òendured the cross, 

despising the shame,ó and be ready to endure and to suffer 

even as He did!  

And now, behold our Masterõs humanity. Clothed even as 

ours has been since the fall, He comes not before us in the 

purple of a king, in the garb of the rich and the respectable, but 

He wears a garment in keeping with His apparent origin; He is 

a carpenterõs son, and He wears a garment which becomes His 

station. View Him, you sons of poverty, as He stands before 

you in His seamless garment, the common dress of the peasant! 

And if you have this week felt the load of needñif you have 

suffered and are suffering this very day the ills connected with 

poverty, pluck up courage and find a consolation in the fact 

that Christ was poorer than you areñthat He knew more of 

the bitterness of need than you can ever guess! You cannot say, 

òFoxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but I 

have not where to lay my head,ó or if you could go as far as 
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that, you have never known a 40 dayõs fast. You have some 

comforts left to youñyou know at least the sweet taste of 

bread to the hungry and of rest to the weary; but these things 

were often denied to Him. Look at Him, then, and see if there 

is not to you comfort in Christ.  

We pass now, O Jesus, from Your robe of poverty to that 

scene of shame in which Your garments were torn from You, 

and You did hang naked before the sun! Children of God, if 

there is one place more than another where Christ becomes the 

joy and comfort of His people, it is where He plunged deepest 

into the depths of woe. Come, see Him, I pray you, in the 

garden of Gethsemane! Behold Him as His heart is so full of 

love that He cannot hold it inñso full of sorrow that it must 

find a vent. Behold the bloody sweat as it distils from every 

pore of His body, and falls in gouts of gore upon the frozen 

ground! See Him all red with His own bloodñwrapped in a 

bloody mantle of His own gore! He is brought before Herod, 

and Pilate, and the Sanhedrin. See Him, now, as they scourge 

Him with their knotted whips, and bloody Him once moreñ

as though it were not enough for Him to be dyed once in 

scarletñbut He must again be enwrapped in purple! See Him, 

I say, now that they have stripped Him naked! Behold Him as 

they drive the nails into His hands, and into His feet! Look up 

and see the sorrowful image of your sorrowful Lord. O look at 

Him as the ruby drops stand on the crown of thorns, and make 

it the blood-red diadem of the King of misery! O see Him as 

His bones are out of joint, and He is poured out like water, and 

brought into the dust of death. òBehold and see, was there ever 

sorrow like unto His sorrow that is done unto Him?ó All you 

that pass by draw near and look upon this spectacle of grief! 

Behold the Emperor of woe, who never had an equal or a rival 

in His agonies! Come and see Him; and if I read not the words 

of consolation written in lines of blood all down His side, then 
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these eyes have never read a word in any book! If there is not 

consolation in a murdered Christ, there is no joy, no peace to 

any heart! If in that finished ransom price; if in that efficacious 

blood; if in that all-accepted sacrifice there is not joy, you 

harpers of heaven, there is no joy in you, and the right hand of 

God shall know no pleasures! I am persuaded, brothers and 

sisters, that we have only to sit more at the cross to be less 

troubled with our doubts, and our fears, and our woes. We have 

but to see His sorrows and lose our sorrows; we have but to see 

His wounds, and heal our own. If we would live, it must be by 

contemplation of His death; if we would rise to dignity, it must 

be by considering His humiliation and His sorrowñ  

 

òLord, Your death and passion give  

 Strength and comfort in my need!  

 Every hour while here I live,  

 On Your love my soul shall feed.ó 

 

 But come, troubled heart, and follow the dead body of 

your Master, for though dead, it is as full of consolation as 

when alive. It is now no more naked; the loving hands of 

Joseph of Arimathea, and Nicodemus, and the Magdalene and 

the other Mary, have wrapped it in grave clothes and have laid 

it in the new tomb. Come, saints, not to weep, but to dry your 

tears! You have been your entire lifetime subject to fear of 

deathñcome, break your bonds asunder; be free from this fear! 

Where your Master sleeps, you may surely find an easy couch; 

what more could you desire than to lie upon the bed of your 

royal Solomon? The grave is now no more a morgue or a dark 

prisonñHis having entered it makes it a blessed retiring room, 

a sacred house in which the Kingõs aromas purify their 

bodiesñto make them fit for the embraces of their Lord! It 

becomes now, not the gate of annihilation, but the portal of 
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eternal blissña joy to be anticipated, a privilege to be desired. 

òFearless we lay us in the tomb and sleep the night away, for 

You are here to break the gloom and call us back today.ó  

I am certain, brothers and sisters, that all the consolations 

which wise men can ever afford in a dying hour, will never be 

equal to that which is afforded by Jesus Christ ascending from 

the tomb! The maxims of philosophy, the endearments of 

affection, and the music of hope will be a very poor 

compensation for the light of Jesusõ grave! Death is the only 

mourner at Jesusõ tomb, and while the whole earth rejoices at 

the sorrow of its last enemy, I would be all too glad to die that 

I might know Him and the power of His resurrection! Heir of 

heaven, if you would be rid, once and for all, of every doubting 

thought about the hour of your dissolution, look, I pray you, to 

Christ risen from the dead! Put your finger into the print of the 

nails, and thrust your hand into His side and be not faithless, 

but believing! He is risen! He saw no corruption! The worms 

could not devour Him, and as Jesus Christ has risen from the 

dead, He has become the first fruits of them who slept. 

Inasmuch as He has risen, you shall rise! He has rolled the stone 

away, not for Himself, alone, but for you also! He has 

unwrapped the grave clothes not for His own sake, but for your 

sake, too! And you shall surely stand in the latter day upon the 

earth when He shall be here, and in your flesh you shall see God!  

Time would fail us if we should attempt to track the Master 

in His glorious pathway after His resurrection. Let it suffice us 

briefly to observe that having led His disciples out unto a 

mountain where He had often delighted to commune with 

them, He was suddenly taken up from them, and a cloud 

received Him out of their sight. We think we may conjecture, 

by the help of Scripture, what transpired after that cloud had 

covered Him. Did not the angelsñ  
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òBring His chariot from on high  

 To bear Him to His throne,  

 Clap their triumphant wings and cry,  

 His glorious work is doneó?  

 

Do you not see Him as He mounts His triumphal 

chariotñ  

 

òAnd angels chant the solemn lay,  

 Lift up your heads, you golden gates,  

 You everlasting doors give wayó?  

 

Behold angels gazing from the battlements of heaven, 

asking their comrades who escort the ascending Son of man, 

òWho is the King of Glory?ó And this time, those who 

accompany the Master sing more sweetly, and more loudly than 

before, while they cry, òThe Lord strong and mighty, the Lord 

mighty in battle! Lift up your heads, O you gates, and be you 

lifted up, you everlasting doors, that the King of Glory may 

come in.ó And now the doorsñ  

 

òLoose all their bars of massy light,  

 And wide unfold the radiant scene,ó  

 

and He enters. òHe claims those mansions as His right,ó 

and all the angels rise to òreceive the King of Glory in.ó Behold 

Him as He rides in triumph through heavenõs streets! See Death 

and hell bound at His chariot wheels! Listen to the òHosannasó 

of the spirits of the just made perfect! Hear how cherubim and 

seraphim roll out in thunders, their everlasting songñòGlory 

be unto You! Glory be unto You, You Son of God, for You 

were slain, and You have redeemed the world by Your blood!ó 

See Him as He mounts His throne and sits near His Father! 
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Behold the benignant complacency of the paternal Deity! Hear 

Him as He accepts Him, and gives Him a name which is above 

every name! And I say, my brothers and sisters, in the midst of 

your trembling, and doubts and fears, anticipate the joy which 

you shall have when you shall share in this triumph! Know you 

not, that you ascended up on high in Him? He went not up to 

heaven alone, but as the representative of all the blood-bought 

throng! You rode in that triumphal chariot with Him! You were 

exalted on high, and made to sit far above principalities and 

powers in Him; for we are risen in Him! We are exalted in 

Christ! Even at this very day, in Christ that Psalm is trueñòYou 

have put all things under His feet; You made Him to have 

dominion over all the works of Your hands.ó Come, poor 

trembler, you are little in your own esteem, and but a worm and 

no man! Rise, I say, to the height of your nobility; for you are 

in Christ greater than angels are, more magnified and glorified 

by far! God give you graceñyou who have faithñthat you may 

now, in the fact of Jesus Christõs exaltation, find consolation 

for yourself!  

But now, today, I think I see the Master as He stands 

before His Fatherõs throne, dressed in the garments of a priest. 

Upon His breast I see the Urim and Thummim, glittering with 

the bejeweled remembrances of His people. In His hands I still 

see the remembrance of His sacrifice, the nail marksñand 

there, I still see upon His feet the impress of the laver of blood, 

in which He washed Himself, not as the priest of old with water, 

but with His own gore. I hear Him plead with authority before 

His Fatherõs face, òI will that they also whom You have given 

Me be with Me where I am.ó O my poor prayers, you shall be 

heard! O my faint groans, you shall be answered! O my poor 

troubled soul, you are safe, forñ  
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òJesus pleads and must prevail,  

 His cause can never, never fail!ó  

 

Come, my poor heart, lift up yourself now from the 

dunghill; shake yourself from the dustñungird your sackcloth, 

and put on your beautiful garments. He is our advocate today, 

our eloquent and earnest pleader, and He prevails with God. 

The Father smilesñHe smiles on Christ; He smiles on us in 

answer to Jesus Christõs intercession. Is He not here also the 

consolation of Israel?  

I only remark once more, that He who has gone up into 

heaven shall so come in like manner as He was seen to go up 

into heaven. He ascended in clouds, òBehold He comes with 

clouds.ó He went up on high with sound of trumpet, and with 

shout of angels. Behold He comes! The silver trumpet shall 

soon sound. ôTis midnightñthe hours are rolling wearily along; 

the virgins wise and foolish are all asleep. But the cry shall soon 

be heardñòBehold the bridegroom comes, go forth to meet 

Him.ó That same Jesus, who was crucified, shall come in glory; 

the hands that were pierced shall grasp the scepter. Beneath His 

arm He shall gather up all the scepters of all kings; monarchs 

shall be the sheaves and He shall be the kingly reaper! On His 

head there shall be the many crowns of universal undisputed 

dominion. òHe shall stand in the latter day upon the earth.ó His 

feet shall tread on the mount of Olivet, and His people shall be 

gathered in the valley of Jehoshaphat. Lo, the worldõs great 

battle is almost begun; the trumpet sounds the beginning of the 

battle of Armageddon. To the fight, you warriors of Christ! To 

the fight, for it is your last conflict, and over the bodies of your 

foes you shall rush to meet your LordñHe fighting on the one 

side by His comingñyou on the other side by drawing near to 

Him! You shall meet Him in the solemn hour of victory. The 

dead in Christ shall rise first, and you who are alive and remain 
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shall be changed in a momentñin the twinkling of an eyeñat 

the last triumphant sounding of the dread tremendous trumpet! 

Then shall you know to the full, how Christ can console you for 

all your sorrowsñall your shame and all your neglect, which 

you have received from the hand of men. Yes, today there 

awaits the recompense of an earthly splendor for your earthly 

povertyñthere awaits earthly dignity for your earthly shame! 

You shall not only have spiritual, but you shall have temporal 

blessings. He who takes away the curse, will take it away not 

only from your soul, but from the very ground on which you 

tread. He who redeems you, shall redeem not only your spirit, 

but your body! Your eyes shall see your Redeemer; your hands 

shall be lifted up in acclamation, and your feet shall bear your 

leaping joys in the procession of His glory. In your very body, 

in which you have suffered for Him, you shall sit with Him 

upon the throne and judge the nations of the earth! These 

things, I say, are all full of the purest and highest consolation 

to the children of God.  

II. Having taken nearly all my time upon the first point, I 

can only say a word or two upon the second and on the third. 

The second point was to be thisñCHRIST IN HIS 

UNCHANGING NATURE ña consolation for our continual 

sorrows.  

Christ is to His people a surpassing consolation. Talk of the 

consolations of philosophy? We have all the philosopher can 

pretend to; but we have it in a higher degree. Speak of the 

charms of music which can lull our sorrows to a blessed 

sleep?ñ  

 

òSweeter sounds than music knows,  

 Charm us in our Saviorõs name!  

 Jesus, the very thought of You,  

 With rapture fills my breast.ó  
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Speak we of the joys of friendship? And sweet they are, 

indeed; but òThere is a friend who sticks closer than a 

brotheróñòA brother born for adversity.ó There is one who is 

better than all friends, more able to cheer than those who are 

dearest and nearest to our hearts. Or, speak we of the joys of 

hope? And certainly hope can console us when nothing else 

can do it. He is our hope! We cast the anchor of our hope into 

that which is within the veil, where the forerunner has for us 

entered. The consolations of Christ are unrivalled by any which 

can be offered by wit, by wisdom, by mirth, by hope itself. They 

are incomparable, and can never be surpassed!  

Again, the consolations of Christ, from the feet of His 

unchanging nature, are unfailingñ  

 

òWhen every earthly prop gives way,  

 He still is all our strength and stay.ó  

 
Look at Job, and see the picture of how Christ can console! 

The messenger rushes inñòThe Sabeans have taken away the 

oxen and the asses!ó òWell, well,ó Job might console himself, 

and say, òbut the sheep are left.ó òBut the fire of God has fallen 

on the sheep! And the Chaldeans have carried away the camels 

and slain the servants!ó òAlas,ó the good man might say, òbut 

my children are left, and if they are spared, then I can still have 

joy.ó òThe wind has come from the wilderness and smitten the 

four corners of the house and all your sons and daughters are 

dead!ó Ah, penniless and childless, the patriarch might weep! 

But, looking on his wife, he would say, òThere still remains one 

sweet comforter, my wellbeloved spouse.ó She bids him, òCurse 

God and die,ó speaking as one of the foolish women speaks. 

Yet might Job say, òThough my wife has failed me, there 

remains at least three friends. There they sit with me on the 

dunghill, and they will console me.ó But they speak bitterness 
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till he cries, òMiserable comforters are you all!ó Well, at least he 

has his own body in health, has he not? No. He sits down upon 

a dunghill and scrapes himself with a potsherdñfor his sores 

have become intolerable. Well, well, òSkin for skin, yes, all that 

a man has will he give for his life.ó He may at least cheer himself 

with the fact that he lives. òWhy should a living man complain?ó 

Yes, but he fears he is about to die. And now comes out the 

grandeur of his hopeñòI know that my Redeemer lives, and 

though the worms devour this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 

God.ó All the other windows are darkened; but the sun shines 

in at the window of redemption! All the other doors are shut, 

but this great door of hope and joy still stands wide open! All 

other wells are dry, but this flows with an unceasing stream! 

Brothers and sistersñwhen all things else departñan 

unchanging Christ shall be your unchanging joy!  

Furthermore, the consolations of Christ are all powerful 

consolations. When a poor soul is so deep in the mire that you 

cannot lift it with the lever of eloquence, nor draw it up with 

the hands of sympathy, nor raise it with wings of hope, He can 

touch it with His finger and it can spring up from the mire, and 

put its feet upon a rock, and feel the new song in its mouth, 

and its goings well established. There is no form of melancholy 

which will not yield before the grace of God; there is no shape 

of distress which will not give way before the divine energy of 

the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, when He uses Christ as the 

consolation.  

Againñthis consolation is everlasting consolation. It 

consoled you, O aged sire, when as a youth you gave your heart 

to Christ; it was your joy in the mid-winter of your manhood; 

it has become your strength and your song in the days of your 

old age. When tottering on your staff you shall go down to 

Jordanõs brink, then He will be your consolation; in the 

prospect of your coming dissolution, yes, when you walk 
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through the valley of the shadow of death, you shall fear no evil, 

for He is with youñHis rod and His staff shall comfort you! 

All other things shall pass away as a dream when one awakes; 

but this substantial support shall abide with you in the midst of 

the swellings of Jordan, in the hour of the departure of your 

spirit from your body.  

And then, remember that He is the consolation which is 

always within the believerõs reach. He is òa very present help in 

time of trouble.ó You may always cheer your heart with Christ 

when other things are far away. When friends visit you not, and 

your chamber becomes lonelyñwhen spouse has forgotten to 

speak a kind word to you, and children have become 

ungratefulñHe will make your bed in your sickness. He will be 

your never-failing friend and abide with you in every dark and 

gloomy hour, till He brings you into His dear arms, where you 

will be in heaven forever and ever!  

III. I close now with my last pointñthe grave and serious 

question, IS CHRIST AN AVAILABLE C ONSOLATION FOR ME ?  

Who are you, friend? Are you one who needs no 

consolation? Have you a righteousness of your own? Let me 

put it in your own words. You are a good man, kind to the poor, 

charitable, upright, generous, and holy. You believe there may 

be some faults in yourself, but they must be very few, and you 

trust that what with your own merits, and with Godõs mercy, 

you may enter heaven. In the name of God, I do solemnly 

assure you that Christ is not an available consolation for you! 

Christ will have nothing to do with you as long as you have 

anything to do with yourself. If you are trusting in any measure 

whatever, upon anything that you have ever done or hope to do, 

you are trusting in a lie, and Christ will never be friends with a 

lie! He will never help you to do what He came to do Himself. 

If you will take His work as it is, as a finished workñwell and 

goodñbut if you must add to it your own, God shall add unto 
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you the plagues which are written in this Book! He shall by no 

means give to you any of the promises and the comforts which 

Christ can afford.  

But instead thereof, I will suppose that I address myself 

this morning to a man who says, òI was once, I think, a believer 

in Christ. I made a profession of religion, but I fell from it, and 

I have lost for years all the hope and joy I ever had. I think I 

was a presumptuous man, that I pretended to have what I never 

had, and yet at the time I really thought I had it. May I think 

that there is consolation in Christ for a backslider and a traitor 

like I? Often, sir, do I feel as if the doom of Judas must be 

mineñas if I must perish miserably, like Demas, who loved 

this present world.ó Ah, backslider, backslider, God speaks to 

you this morning, and He says, òReturn you backsliding 

children of men, for I am married to you.ó And if married, there 

has never been a divorce between Christ and you! Has He put 

you away? Unto which of His creditors has He sold you? Where 

do you read in His Word that He has divided from the affection 

of His heart one whose name was ever written in His Book? 

Come, come, backslider, come again to the cross! He who 

received you once, will receive you again! Come where the 

blood is flowing; the blood that washed you once, can wash 

you yet once more! Come, come, you are naked and poor, and 

miserable; the raiment which was given to you once shall array 

you again with beauty; the unsearchable riches which were 

opened up to you before, shall be yours againñ  

 

òTo your Fatherõs bosom pressed,  

 Once again a child confessed,  

 From His hand no more to roam,  

 Come, backsliding sinner, come.ó  
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But I hear another say, òI am not a backslider, but simply 

one who desires to be saved. I can honestly say I would give 

my right arm from its socket if I might but be saved. Why, sir, 

if I had 10,000 worlds, I would freely cast them away as pebble 

stones and worthless if I might but find Christ.ó Poor soul, and 

does the devil tell you you shall never have Christ? Why you 

have a warrant to lay hold on Christ today! òNo,ó you say, òI 

have no right whatever.ó The fact that you say you have no 

right should at least comfort the minister in addressing himself 

freely to you; the right of a sinner to come to Christ does not 

lie in the sinner, nor in any feelings which the sinner may have 

hadñit lies in the fact that Christ commands him to come! If one 

of you should receive as you went out of yonder door, a 

command to go at once to Windsor and have an interview with 

the Queenñas soon as you had received the order, and were 

sure it came from her, you might say, òWell, but if I had known 

this, I would have put on other clothes.ó But the order is 

peremptory, òCome now. Come just as you are.ó You would, I 

think, without any very great doubt, though greatly wondering, 

take your place and ride there at once! When you came to the 

gate, some tall grenadier might ask you what you were doing. 

òWhy,ó he might say, òyou are not fit to come and see Her 

Majesty. You are not a gentleman; you have not so many 

hundreds a year; how can you expect to be admitted?ó You 

show the command, and he lets you pass on. You come to 

another door, and there is an usher there. òYou are not in a 

court dress,ó he says. òYou are not properly robed for the 

occasion.ó You show the command, and he lets you pass on. 

But suppose when at last you should come into the ante-room, 

you should say, òNow I dare not go in; I am not fit. I feel I shall 

not know how to behave myselfó? Suppose you are silly enough 

not to goñyou would be disobedient, and 10 times more 

foolish in disobeying than you could have been by any blunders 
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in behavior if you had obeyed! Now it is just so with you today. 

Christ says, òCome unto Me.ó He does not merely invite you, 

because He knows you would think you did not deserve the 

invitation, but He gives the command, and He bids me say to you, 

òRepent and be baptized, every one of you.ó He bids me 

command you in His name, òBelieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and you shall be saved.ó Of His grace and mercy, He puts it as 

a command! òBut,ó you sayñah, what right have you to say, 

òbutó to the Lordõs commands? Again, I say, away with your 

òbuts!ó What right have you to be òbuttingó at His laws and 

His commands? òBut,ó you say, òdo hear me for a moment.ó I 

will hear you then. òSir, I cannot imagine that if such a hard-

hearted sinner as I am were really to trust Christ, I would be 

saved.ó The English of that is that you call God a liar! He says 

you shall be, and do you think He speaks an untruth? òAh!ó 

says another, òbut it is too good to be true! I cannot believe 

that just as I am, if I trust in Christ, my sin shall be forgiven.ó 

Again, I say, the simple English of that is that you think you 

know better than God, and so you do, in fact, stand up and say 

to His promise, òYou are false.ó He says, òHe who comes unto 

Me, I will in no wise cast out.ó òAh!ó you say, òbut that does 

not mean me!ó Can any language speak more plainly? òHe.ó 

What òheó? Why, any òheó or òsheó in the world!  

òYes,ó says one, òbut the invitations are made to characterñ

ôCome unto Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden.õ I am 

afraid I am not heavy laden enough.ó Yes, but you will mark 

while the invitation is given to character, yet the promise is not 

given to the characterñit is given to those who comeñ 

òCome unto Me, and I will give you rest.ó And while that one 

invitation may be confined to the weary and heavy laden, yet 

there are scores of others who stand as wide and free as the 

very air we breathe! If you have that qualification, do not come 

even with it, because you are unqualified when you think you 
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are qualifiedñyou are unfit when you think you are fit! And if 

you have a sense of need which you think makes you fit to come 

to Christñit shows you are not fit, and do not know your 

needñfor no man knows his need till he thinks he does not 

know his need, and no man is in a right state to come to Christ 

till he thinks he is not in a right state to come to Christ! But he 

who feels that he has not one good thought or one good feeling 

to recommend himñhe is the man who may come! He who says, 

òBut I may not come,ó is the very man that is bid to come! 

Besides, my friends, it is not what you think, or what I thinkñit 

is what Christ says, and is it not written by the hand of the 

Apostle John, òThis is the commandment, that you believe on 

Jesus Christ whom He has sentó? Men who say it is not the 

duty of sinners to believe, I cannot think what they make out 

of such a text as thatñòThis is the commandment, that you 

believe on Jesus Christ, whom He has sent.ó Nor that one 

where God expressly says, òHe who believes not is condemned 

already, because he believes not.ó Why, I should think I was 

addressing heathens if I addressed a company of men who 

thought that God did not command men to repent; for 

Scripture is so plain upon the point and I sayñif God 

commands you to do itñyou may do it! Let the devil say, òNo,ó 

but God says, òYes.ó Let him stand and push you back; but say 

to him, òNo, Satan, no, I come here in Godõs name.ó And as 

devils fear and fly before the name of Christ, so will Satan and 

your fears all fly before His command. He commands you to 

believeñthat is, to trust Him! Trust him, soul, trust Him! Right 

or wrong, trust Him.  

But some of you need a great temptation and a great deal 

of despair before you will trust Him. Well, the Lord will send it 

to you if you will not trust Him without it! I remember John 

Bunyan said he had a black temptation, and it did him a great 

deal of goodñfor, he said, òBefore I had the temptation, I 
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always questioned Godõs promises saying, ôMay I come, or may 

I not come?õ Yes, often I felt as if the Lord would refuse my 

soul foreverñI was often as if I had run upon the pike, and as 

if the Lord had thrust at me, to keep me from Him as with a 

flaming sword.ó Ah, and perhaps you may be driven to that. I 

pray you may! But I would infinitely rather that the sweet love 

and grace of God would entice you now to trust Jesus Christ 

just as you are. He will not deceive you, sinner; He will not fail 

you! Trusting Him, you shall build on a sure foundation, and 

find Him who is the consolation of Israel, and the joy of all His 

saints!  



 

 

349  THE WAILING OF RISCA ɀ JER. 4:20 

 

A Sermon 

Delivered on Sabbath Morning, December 9th, 1860,  

by the 

 REV. C. H. SPURGEON 

 At Exeter Hall, Strand 

 
òSuddenly are my tents spoiled, and my curtains in a 

moment.óñ Jeremiah 4:20 

 

THE SORROW of the weeping prophet was exceedingly 

heavy when he uttered these words of bitter lamentation. A 

great and present burden from the Lord is weighing so heavily 

upon our hearts this morning that we cannot spare as much as 

a moment for sympathy with the griefs of past ages. God has 

visited our land, and His strokes have been exceedingly hard. 

We are compelled to take up a wailing and cry aloud, òSuddenly 

are my tents spoiled, and my curtains in a moment.ó There is a 

spot in South Wales which has frequently yielded me a quiet 

and delightful retreat. Beautiful for situation, surrounded by 

lofty mountains, pierced by romantic valleysñthe breathing of 

its air refreshes the body, and the sight of the eyes makes glad 

the heart. I have climbed its hills; I have seen the ever-widening 

landscape: the mountains of Wales, the plains of England, and 

the seas sparkling afar. I have descended the hills and marked 

the mist creeping up the side of the hills, and covering the 

woods in clouds. I have mingled with its godly men and women, 

and worshipped God in their assemblies. These lips have 

ministered the Word in that once happy valley. I have been 

fired with the glorious enthusiasm of the people when they 
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have listened to the Word. Well does my soul remember one 

night which I shall never forget in time or in eternity, when, 

crowded together in the place of worship, hearty Welsh miners 

responded to every word of Christõs minister with their, 

ògogoniants,ó encouraging me to preach the gospel, and crying, 

òglory to Godó while the message was proclaimed. I remember 

how they compelled me, and kept me well nigh to midnight, 

preaching three sermons, one after another, almost without 

restñfor they loved to listen to the gospel! God was present 

with us, and many a time has the baptismal pool been stirred 

since then by the fruit of that nightõs labor. Nor shall I ever 

forget when standing in the open air beneath Godõs blue sky, I 

addressed a mighty gathering within a short distance of that 

spot. The Spirit of God was poured upon us, and men and 

women were swayed to and fro under the heavenly message as 

the corn is moved in waves by the summer winds. Great was 

our joy that day when the people met together in thousands, 

and with songs and praises separated to their homes, talking of 

what they had heard. But now, our visitation of that 

neighborhood must always be mingled with sorrow. How has 

God been pleased to smite down strong men, and to take away 

the young men all of a sudden! òHow suddenly are my tents 

spoiled, and my curtains in a moment.ó Oh, valley of Risca, I 

take up a lamentation for youñ the Lord has dealt sorely with 

you; behold and see if there is sorrow in any valley like unto 

your sorrow which is done unto you. The angel of death has 

emptied out his quiver upon you; the awful reaper has gathered 

to him full sheaves from your beautiful valley!  

You all know the storyñit scarcely needs that I should tell 

it to you. Last Saturday week, some 200 or more miners 

descended in health and strength to their usual work in the 

bowels of the earth. They had not been working longñtheir 

wives and their children had risen and their little ones had gone 



3ÐÕÒÇÅÏÎȭÓ 3ÅÒÍÏÎÓ ɀ Vol. VII   ClassicChristianLibrary.com 

24 

 

to their schools, when suddenly there was heard a noise at the 

mouth of the pitñit was an explosionñall knew what it meant. 

Menõs hearts failed them, for well they prophesied the horror 

which would soon reveal itself. They wait awhileñthe foul gas 

must first be scatteredñbrave men with their lives in their 

hands descend into the pit, and when they are able to see with 

the dim minerõs lamp, the light falls upon corpse after corpse. 

A few, a handful are brought up alive, but scarcely alive, but yet, 

thank God, with enough of the vital spark remaining to be 

again kindled to a flame. But the great mass of those strong 

men have felt the grip of death. Some of them were brought 

up to the top with their faces burned and scarred, with their 

bodies disfigured by the fire; but many are discovered whose 

faces looked as if they sweetly slept, so that it was scarcely 

possible to believe that they really could be dead, so quietly had 

the spirit quitted the habitation of clay. Can you picture to 

yourselves the scene? The great fires lit around the pit flaming 

both night and day, the thick mist, the pouring rain drenching 

the whole of the valley? Do you see the women as they come 

clustering round the pit, shrieking for their sons, and their 

husbands, and their fathers? Do you hear that shrill scream as 

yonder woman has just discovered the partner of her soul? And 

there do you mark another bending over the form of her two 

stalwart sons, now, alas, taken from her forever? Do you mark 

the misery that sits upon the face of some who have not found 

their sons, or their fathers, or their husbands, or their brothers, 

and who know not where they are, and feel a thousand deaths, 

themselves, because they feel convinced that their precious 

ones have fallen, though their corpses cannot be found? The 

misery in that valley is past descriptionñthose who have 

witnessed it fail to be able to picture it. As the cry of Egypt in 

the night, when the destroying angel went through all the land, 

and smote the firstborn; as the wail of Rachel when she could 
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not be comforted for her children, because they were notñ

such has been the howling, the weeping, the lamentation of that 

fair but desolate valley!  

My friends, this judgment has a voice to us, and the scarcely 

buried bodies of those men which lie around us in vision have 

each a sorrowful lesson. The cry of the widow, and of the 

childless mother shall come up into our ears today and, O Lord 

God of Saboath, may it so awaken us that we may hear, and 

fear, and tremble, and turn unto Youñthat this dread calamity 

may be to us the means of our salvation, or if saved, the means 

of stirring us up more earnestly to seek the salvation of our 

fellow men!  

There are three points upon which I shall try to address 

you this morning, though I feel inadequate to such a task. First, 

I shall say somewhat upon sudden bereavements. Then, I shall 

dwell awhile upon the fact of sudden death. And afterwards, we 

will say but a little, for we know but little, of the sudden exchange 

which sudden death shall bring both to saints and sinners.  

I. Our first sorrowful theme is SUDDEN BEREAVEMENTS .  

Alas! Alas! How soon may we be childless! How soon may 

we be widowed of the dearest objects of our affections! O Lord, 

You have shown to us this day how soon You can blast our 

gourds, and wither all the fruits of our vineyard. The dearest 

ones, the partners of our bloodñhow soon can death proclaim 

a divorce between usñour children, the offspring of our loins, 

how soon can You lay them beneath the sod. We have not a 

single relative who may not become to us within the next 

moment a fountain of grief. All who are dear and precious to 

us are only here by Godõs good pleasure. What should we be 

today if it were not for those whom we love and who love us? 

What was our house without its little prattlers? What was our 

habitation without the wife of our bosom? What were our daily 

business without our associates and friends to cheer us in our 
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trials? Ah, this were a sad world, indeed, if the ties of kindred, 

of affection, and of friendship all were snapped; and yet, it is 

such a world that they could be taken away at any moment.  

From the fact that sudden bereavements are possibleñnot 

only to miners, and to women whose husbands are upon the 

sea, but to us alsoñI would that we would learn profitable 

lessons. And first, let us learn to set loose our dearest friends who we 

have on earth. Let us love themñlove them we may, love them 

we shouldñbut let us always learn to love them as dying things! 

Oh, build not your nest on any of these trees, for they are all 

marked for the axe! òSet not your affections on things on earth,ó 

for the things of earth will leave you, and then, what will you do 

when your joy is emptied, and the golden bowl which held your 

mirth shall be dashed to pieces? Love first and foremost, Christ; 

and when you love others, still love them not as though they 

were immortal. Love not clay as though it were undyingñlove 

not dust as though it were eternal. So hold your friend that you 

shall not wonder when he vanishes from you; so view the 

partakers of your life that you will not be amazed when they 

glide into the land of spirits. See you the disease of mortality on 

every cheek, and write not Eternal upon the creature of an hour.  

Take care that you put all your dear ones into Godõs hands. You 

have put your soul there, put them there. You can trust Him for 

temporals for yourself, trust your jewels with Him. Feel that 

they are not your own, but that they are Godõs loans to youñ

loans which may be recalled at any momentñprecious gifts of 

heaven of which you are but a tenant at will. Your possessions 

are never as safe as when you are willing to give them up, and 

you are never as rich as when you put all you have into the 

hands of God. You shall find it greatly mitigates the sorrow of 

bereavements, if, before bereavement, you shall have learned 

to surrender each day all the things that are dearest to you into 

the keeping of your gracious God. Further, then, you who are 
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blessed with wife and children, and friends, take care that you 

bless God for them! Sing a song of praise to God who has 

blessed you so much more than others. You are not a widow, 

but there are many who wear the weeds, and why is it not your 

lot? You are not bereaved of your spouse, but there is many a 

man whose heart is torn in two by such a calamityñwhy is it 

not your portion, too? You have not to follow, tomorrow, your 

little ones to their narrow gravesñearly flowers that did but 

bud, and never ripened, withering alas, too soon. Oh, by the 

sorrow which you would feel if they were taken away, I exhort 

you to bless God for them while you have them! We sorrow 

much when our gifts are taken away, but we fail to thank God 

that He spared them to us for so long. Oh, be not ungrateful 

lest you provoke the Lord to smite very low the mercy which 

you do not value! Sing unto the Lord, sing unto His name; give 

unto Him the blessing which He deserves for His sparing 

favors which He has manifested towards you in your household.  

And then, permit me to remind you that since these sudden 

bereavements may come, and there may be a dark chamber in 

any house in a moment, and the coffin may be in any one of 

our habitations, let us so act to our kinsfolk and relatives as 

though we knew they were soon about to die. Young man, so 

treat your father as you would if you knew he would die 

tomorrow; when you shall follow him to the grave, amidst all 

your tears for his loss, let there not be one tear of repentance 

because of your ill behavior to him. And you godly fathers and 

mothers, to you I have a special messageñyour children are 

committed to your careñthey are growing up, and what if after 

they are grown up, they should plunge into sin and die at last 

impenitent? Oh, let not the fierce regret sting you like an adder; 

òoh, that I had prayed for my children; oh, that I had taught 

them before they departed.ó I pray you so live that when you 

stand over your childõs dead body; you may never hear a voice 
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coming up from that clay, òFather, your negligence was my 

destruction! Mother, your lack of prayer was the instrument of 

my damnation!ó But so live that when you hear the funeral knell, 

even for a neighbor, you may be able to say, òPoor soul, 

whether he is gone to heaven or to hell, I know I am clear of 

his blood.ó And with double earnestness be it so with your 

children! òYes,ó says one òbut I have thought of teaching my 

children more of Christ and being more earnest in prayer for 

them, bye-and-by.ó But what if they should die tomorrow? 

òYes,ó says the wife, òI have thought of speaking to my 

ungodly husband, and trying to induce him to attend the House 

of God with me, but I was afraid he would only laugh at me, 

so I put it off for a month or two.ó Ah, what if he dies before 

you have cleared your conscience of him? Oh, my brothers and 

sisters in Christ, if sinners will be damned, at least let them leap 

to hell over our bodies! And if they will perish, let them perish 

with our arms about their knees, imploring them to stay, and 

not madly to destroy themselves! If hell must be filled, at least 

let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not one go 

there unwarned and unprayed for!  

In the light, then, of sudden bereavements, let not another 

hour pass over your head, when you have reached home, 

before you have freed your conscience of the blood of your 

childrenõs souls! Gather them together around you this 

afternoon, and say to them, òMy dear children, I have learned 

today that you may die. I knew it before, but I have had it 

impressed upon my mind by a solemn incident. My dear 

children, I cannot help telling you that as you will die, I am 

anxious that Godõs Holy Spirit should graciously lead you to 

repent of sin and seek a Savior.ó And then, when you have told 

them the way to salvation in simple terms, put your arms about 

their necks, and bid the little ones kneel down and pray, òO 

God! Upon their infant hearts, stamp the image of Yourself. As 
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they are in the image of the earthy, so make them in the image 

of the heavenly, that at the last I may be able to say, ôHere am 

I, and the children You have given me.õó  

II. The second head of my discourse this morning was to 

be, SUDDEN DEATH , AS WE VIEW IT MORE PARTICULARLY 

IN RELATION TO OURSE LVES.  

The miners of Risca had no more idea of dying that 

Saturday morning than you or I haveñnor did there seem 

much likelihood that they would. They had gone up and down 

the pit, some of them, many thousands of times in their lives. 

It is true that some had perished there, but then, how very many 

had gone up and down, and had not perished? No, they had 

grown so fearless of danger, that some of them even thrust 

themselves into it in defiance of every regulation for the 

preservation of human life! They were bold and careless, and 

would gratify a selfish indulgence when a spark might have 

caused the destruction of them all. We will not say that it was 

any negligence that caused this accident; God forbid that we 

should lay anything to the charge of those who have now 

departed, and have to answer before their Godñbut, at any 

rate, it is sure that men who have most to do with danger are 

generally the most callous, and those who are most exposed, 

are usually utterly careless about the very danger which others 

see, but which they will not see themselves. Any warning you 

or I might have given them would have been thought 

unnecessary, if not impertinent. òWhy need I be so careful? I 

have done this 50 times before; why may I not do it again?ó But 

as in a moment, although there was no lightning flash, no 

earthquake, no opening of a pit to swallow them upñin a 

moment the gas explodesñand they stand before the Eternal 

God! It was but the twinkling of an eyeñas though the last 

trumpet had sounded, (and indeed, it did sound as far as they 

were concerned), and down fell the lifeless corpse and the spirit 
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returned to God who made it! And you and I are in danger, too. 

We are not in the pit in the midst of explosive air, but there are 

a thousand gates to death! How many there are who have fallen 

dead in the streets? How many sitting in their own homes? I 

stayed, but a week or two ago, with an excellent Christian man 

who was then in the best, and most hearty health. I was startled, 

indeed, when I heard immediately after, that he had come home, 

and sitting down in his chair, had shut his eyes and died! And 

these things are usual, and in such a city as ours we cannot go 

down a street without hearing of some such visitation! Well, 

our turn must come. Perhaps we shall die falling asleep in our 

beds after a long sickness. But probably we shall be suddenly 

called in such an hour as we think not, to face the realities of 

eternity. Well, if it is so, if there are a thousand gates to death, 

if all means and any means may be sufficient to stop the current 

of our life; if really, after all, spidersõ webs and bubbles are more 

substantial things than human lifeñif we are but a vapor, or a 

dying taper that soon expires in darknessñwhat then?  

Why, first, I say, let us all look upon ourselves as dying men; 

let us not reckon on tomorrow! Oh, let us not procrastinate, 

for taken in Satanõs great net of procrastination, we may wait 

and wait, and wait, till time is gone, and the great knell of 

eternity shall toll our dissolution! Today is your only time, O 

mortal men; the present moment is the only moment you may 

call your own, and oh, how swift its wings! This hour is yoursñ

yesterday is goneñtomorrow is with God, and may never 

come! òToday, if you will hear His voice, harden not your 

hearts.ó Many have had their first impressions from thoughts 

of death, and hence it is that Satan never likes to let a man think 

of the grave. I know a family in which the governess, the 

daughter of a Christian minister, was told upon her entering her 

office that she was never to mention the subject of death to the 

children. They were never to know that children might die! I 
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did not marvel when I knew the infidelity of the head of the 

householdñwhat better atmosphere for an infidel to breathe 

in than where the blast of death is never felt? Infidels ought to 

be immortal; they ought to live in a world where they can never 

dieñfor their infidelity will never be able to pass the stream of 

Jordan! There are infidels on earth, but there are none in 

heaven, and there can be none in hell! They are all convincedñ 

convinced by terrible factsñconvinced that there is a God 

while they are crushed beneath His vengeance, and made to 

tremble at His eternal power! But I pray you, brothers and 

sisters, be not such fools as to live as though your bones were 

iron, and your ribs were brass. Let us not be such madmen as 

to run as though there were no bounds to our race; let us not 

play away our precious days as though days were common as 

sands on a seashore! That hourglass yonder contains all the 

sands of your life. Do you see them running? How swiftly do 

they empty out! With some of you, the most of the sands are 

in the bottom bulb of the glass, and there are only a few to go 

trickling through the narrow passages of its days. Ah, and that 

glass shall never be turned againñit shall never run a second 

time for you. Let it once run out, and you will die! Oh, live as 

though you meant to die! Live as though you knew you might 

die tomorrow! Think as though you might die now, and act this 

very hour as though I could utter the mandate of death, and 

summon you to pass through the portals of the tomb!  

And then, take care, I pray you that you who know Christ 

not only live as though you meant to die, but live while you live. 

Oh, what a work we have to do, and how short the time to do 

it in! Millions of unconverted men, and nothing but our feeble 

voice with which to preach the Word! My soul, shall you ever 

condemn yourself in your dying moments for having preached 

too often, or too earnestly? No, never! You may rebuke your 

slothñbut you can never bemoan your excessive industry! 
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Minister of Christ! In your dying hour, it will never be a theme 

of reproach to you, that you preached ten times in the weekñ

that you stood up every day to preach Christ, and that you so 

preached that you spent yourself, and wasted your body with 

weakness. No, it will be our dull sermons that will haunt us on 

our dying beds, our tearless preaching, our long studying, when 

we might have preached better had we come away and 

preached without them. Our hunting after popularity, by 

gathering together fine words, instead of coming right up and 

saying to the people, òMen and women, you are dying, escape 

for your life and fly to Christóñpreaching to them in red-hot 

simple words of the wrath to come, and of the Love of Christ! 

Oh, there are some of you members of our churchesñwho are 

livingñbut what are you living for? Surely you are not living to 

get moneyñthat is the worldlingõs objective! Are you living 

merely to please yourselves? Why that is but the beastõs delight! 

Oh, how few there are of the members of our churches who 

really live for God with all their hearts! Do we give to God as 

much as we give to our own pleasures? Do we give Christõs 

service as much time as we give many of our trifling 

amusements? Why, we have professional men of education, 

men of excellent training and abilityñwho when they once get 

into a church, feel that they could be very active anywhere 

elseñbut as Christians they have nothing to do! They can be 

energetic in parish vestries, or in the rifle corps, but in the 

church, they give their name, but their energies are dormant. 

Ah, my dear hearers, you who love the Savior, when we shall 

come before Christ in heaven, if there can be a regret, it will be 

that we did not do more for Christ while we were here! I think 

as we fall down before His feet, and worship Him, if we could 

know a sorrow, it would be because we did not bring Him in 

more jewels for His crownñdid not seek more to feed the 

hungry, or to clothe the nakedñdid not give more to His cause, 
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and did not labor more that the lost sheep of the house of Israel 

might be restored. Live while you live! While it is called today, 

work, for the night comes wherein no man can work. 

And let us learn never to do anything which we would not 

wish to be found doing if we were to die. We are sometimes 

asked by young people whether they may go to the theater, 

whether they may dance, or whether they may do this or that. 

You may do anything which you would not be ashamed to be 

doing when Christ shall come! You may do anything which you 

would not blush to be found doing if the hand of death should 

smite you! But if you would dread to die in any spot, do not go 

there. If you would not wish to enter the presence of your God 

with such-and-such a word upon your lips, utter not that word. 

Or if there would be a thought that would be uncongenial to 

the Judgment Day, seek not to think that thought! So act that 

you may feel you can take your shroud with you wherever you 

go. Happy is he who dies in his pulpit! Blessed is the man who 

dies in his daily business, for he is found with his loins girt 

about him, serving his Master. But, oh, unhappy must he be to 

whom death comes as an intruder, and finds him engaged in 

that which he will blush to have ever touched when God shall 

appear in judgment! Power supreme; You everlasting Kingñ

permit not death to intrude upon an ill-spent hourñbut find 

me rapt in high meditationñhymning my great Creatorñ

proclaiming the love of Jesus, or lifting up my heart in prayer 

for myself and my fellow sinners! Let me but serve my God 

and then, Death, I will not say to you when you may comeñ

come when you will. But if I might choose, come to me while 

I am yearning after souls! Come to me when the cry of inviting 

love is on my lips, and when I am weeping over the souls of 

men! Come to me, then, that men may sayñ  
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òHe did his body with his charge lay down,  

 He ceased at once to work and live.ó  

 

But I may talk thus about sudden death and the likelihood 

of it, but ah, sirs, I cannot stir your hearts, for I cannot stir my 

own as I would! The fact that so many die each day has very 

little force in it for us, because it is so trite an eventñwe have 

heard of it so many times. We look down the catalog of deaths, 

and take the average and we say, òFifty below the average, or a 

hundred above the average,ó but our dying never comes home 

to us. All men will persist in thinking all men mortal but 

themselves. If there were a great Hydra in the city of London 

which every day ate 10 of the inhabitants of London alive, we 

should be dreadfully miserableñespecially if we never knew 

when it would be our turn to be eaten! If we were certain that 

it would eat all in London, by-and-by, but would only eat 10 in 

a week, we should all tremble as we passed by the huge 

monsterõs den, and say, òWhen will it be my time?ó And that 

would cast a cloud over the whole metropolis, blacker than its 

usual fog. But here is a monster, Death, which devours its 

hundreds at its meal; and with its iron tongue, the funeral knell 

keeps crying out for more! Its greedy and insatiable appetite is 

never filled; its teeth are never blunted; its ravenous hunger is 

never stayedñand here we are, and though it will be our turn, 

by-and-by, to be devoured of this great monsterñyet how little 

do we think about it? One reason, I think, is because we so 

seldom visit the dying. I once stood by the side of a poor boy 

whom I had taught as a Sunday school teacher; he had received 

very little good training at home, and though he was but a lad 

of seventeen, he became a drunkard, and drank himself to 

death at one debauch. I saw him, and talked to him, and tried 

to point him to the Savior. And I heard, at last, the death-rattle 

in his throat; and as I went downstairs, I thought everybody a 
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fool for doing anything except preparing to die. I began to look 

upon the men who drove the carts in the streetñthe men who 

were busy at their shops, and those who were selling their 

waresñas being all foolish for doing anything except their 

eternal businessñand myself most of all foolish for not 

pointing dying sinners to a living Christ, and inviting them to 

trust in His precious blood! And yet in an hour or so, all things 

took their usual shape, and I began to think that I was not dying, 

after all, and I could go away and be, I fear, as heartless as 

before. I could begin to think that men were, after all, wise in 

thinking of this world and not the next. I mean not that I really 

thought so, but I fear I acted as if I thought so! The impression 

of the deathbed was soon obliterated. If you could see all die 

who die, perhaps the impression would be different. I would 

liken the sons of men to a company of South Sea Islanders, 

whose canoe, being disabled, floated upon a raft, and they were 

attacked by sharks. They disappeared one by one, till but three 

or four were left. Can you conceive the despair which would 

settle upon the countenance of these few? If they knew a god, 

do you not think they would then, indeed, call on him? And in 

what respect, except that death was more apparent to them, 

were they different from us? Man after man is being taken away 

from us by the devouring monster; friends and kinsfolk have 

been snatched into the deep, and some of us remain upon the 

edge of the raft. Yon gray-haired man may be the next who is 

carried away. The hosts of God are crossing the flood! Some 

have already passed it, and are singing the eternal song, andñ  

 

òWe are to the margin come,  

 And soon expect to die.ó  

 

God help us so to live in the expectation of death, that 

Christ may be glorified in us whether we sleep or wake, and 
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that we may be able to say, òFor me to live is Christ, to die is 

gain.ó  

III. I shall detain you but a few minutes longer, while I 

dwell upon the third theme, which is, THAT SUDDEN 

EXCHANGE WHICH A SUD DEN DEATH WILL CAUSE .  

You see yonder Christianñhe is full of a thousand fearsñ

he is afraid even of his interest in Christ! He is troubled 

spiritually, and vexed with temporal cares; you see him cast 

down and exceedingly troubled, his faith but very weak. He 

steps outside yon door, and there meets him a messenger from 

God who smites him to the heart, and he is dead. Can you 

conceive the change? Death has cured him of his fears; his tears 

are wiped away, once and for all, from his eyes. And, to his 

surprise, he stands where he feared he should never beñin the 

midst of the redeemed of God, in the general assembly and 

church of the first-born! If he should think of such things, 

would he not upbraid himself for thinking so much of his trials 

and of his troubles, and for looking into a future which he was 

never to see? See yonder man, he can scarcely walk; he has a 

hundred pains in his body; he says he is more tried and pained 

than any man. Death puts his skeleton hand upon him and he 

dies. How marvelous the change! No aches now, no casting 

down of spirit; he then is supremely blest, the decrepit has 

become perfect, the weak has become strong, the trembling 

one has become a David, and David has become as the angel 

of the Lord! Listen to the song which pours from the lips of 

him who just now groaned! Look at the celestial smile which 

lights the features of the man just now racked with pain, and 

tormented with anguish! Was ever change so surprising, so 

marvelous? When I think of it, I could almost long for it to 

come across myself this morning! To go from the thousand 

eyes of you who look upon me, to look into the eyes of Christ, 

and to go from your songs, to the songs of spirits before the 
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throne; to leave the Sabbath work on earth for an eternal 

Sabbath of restñto go from unbelieving hearts, from 

Christians who need to be cheered, and sinners who need to be 

convincedñto be with those who need no preaching, but who 

in one eternal song sing, òHallelujah to God and the Lamb!ó I 

can imagine that when a man dies thus suddenly, one of the 

first emotions he experiences in the next world will be surprise. 

I can conceive that the spirit knows not where it is; it is like a 

man waking up from a dream; he looks about him. Oh, that 

glory! How resplendent yon throne! He listens to harps of gold, 

and he can scarcely believe it true. òI, the chief of sinners, and 

yet in heaven! I, a doubting one, and yet in paradise?ó And then 

when he is conscious that he is really in heaven, oh, what 

overwhelming joyñhow is the spirit flooded with delight, covered 

over with itñscarcely able to enjoy it because it seems to be all 

but crushed beneath the eternal weight of glory! And next, 

when the spirit has power to recover itself, and open its eyes 

from the blindness caused by this dazzling light of God and to 

thinkñwhen its thoughts have recovered themselves from the 

sudden effect of a tremendous flood of blissñthe next 

emotion will be gratitude. See how that believer, five minutes 

ago a mourner, now takes his crown from off his head, and 

with transporting joy and gratitude bows before his Saviorõs 

throne! Hear how he sings! Was ever song like that, the first 

song he ever sang that had the fullness of paradise and 

perfection in it?ñòUnto Him that loved me, and washed me 

from my sins in His blood, unto Him be glory.ó And how he 

repeats it, and repeats it again, and looks round to cherubim 

and seraphim and prays them to assist him in his song, till all 

the harps of heaven, re-taught the melody of gratitude, re-tuned 

by the one faithful heart, send up another hallelujah, and yet 

another and anotherñ while the floods of harmony surround 

the eternal throne of God!  
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But what must be the change to the unconverted man? His 

joys are over forever; his death is the death of his happinessñ

his funeral is the funeral of his mirth. He has just risen from his 

cups; he has another cup to drain which is full of bitterness. He 

has just listened to the sound of the harp, and the violin, and 

the music of those who make merry. An eternal dirge greets his 

ears, mixed with the doleful chorus of the shrieks of damned 

souls! What horror and surprise shall seize upon him! òGood 

God,ó he says, òI thought it was not so, but lo, it is! What the 

minister said to me is true; the things I would not believe are at 

last really so.ó When the poor soul shall find itself in the hands 

of angry fiends, and lifts up his eyes in hell, being in torment so 

hot, so feverish, so thirsty, that it shall seem in that first 

moment as though it had been athirst for a million years, what 

will be his surprise! òAnd am I,ó he will say, òreally here? I was 

in the streets of London but a minute ago; I was singing a song 

but an instant before, and here am I in hell! What? So soon 

damned? Is the sentence of God like a lightning flash? Does it 

so instantaneously give the spirit and destroy its joys? Am I 

really here?ó And when the soul has convinced itself that it is 

actually in hell, can you imagine next the overwhelming horror 

that will roll over it? It, too, will be stunned with a mighty 

floodñnot with a flood of glory, but with a flood of anger, of 

wrath, of divine justice! Oh, how the spirit is tormented nowñ

tormented beyond thought! And then at last, when the wave 

recedes a moment, and there is a pause, what black despair shall 

then seize upon the spirit!  

Have you ever seen men die without hope? I read but 

yesterday a case of a young woman who had procrastinated 

many times, and at last she was told by the physician that within 

nine hours he really believed she would be a corpse. Then, 

when death really became a matter of fact to her, she rose up 

in the bed upon which she had been laid by the sudden stroke 
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of God, and she prayedñprayed till she fell back fainting, and 

her lips were livid, and her cheek was pale, while she cried, 

òGod be merciful to me a sinner.ó Friends talked to her, 

consoled and comforted her, and bade her trust in Christ. But 

she said, òIt is of no use for you to comfort me! No, it is too 

late! I made a fatal resolve some months ago that I would again 

enjoy the world, and that resolve has destroyed my soul.ó And 

then she rose up in bed again, with eyes starting from their 

sockets, and prayed again till she was breathless, and groaned 

and cried, and fell down again in a faint, needing to be restored 

once more. And so she did, till with a ghastly lookñan awful 

look of horrorñas though she felt the anguish of another 

world, she expired.  

Now, if such is the remorse of a spirit before it feels the 

wrath of Godñif the first drops are sufficient thus to destroy 

all hope, and beat in pieces all our boastingsñwhat will the 

eternal hail beñwhat will the everlasting sleet of divine wrath 

be when once it is poured out? Sodom and Gomorrah! Why all 

their fiery hail from heaven shall be nothing compared with the 

eternal fire that must fall upon the sinner! Do you think I love 

to speak on such a theme as this? My soul trembles while she 

thinks of it. No, I would sooner preach of other things by farñ

but it is necessary that men may be awakened. Oh, I implore 

you, men and women, you who know not God, and are still 

condemned because you believe not in ChristñI pray you 

think of these things! Oh, that I had a Baxterõs heart, that I 

could weep over sinners as he did; but my soul feels as true an 

anguish for your souls as ever Baxter felt! Oh, that you would 

be saved! My eyes ache; my brow is full of fire because I cannot 

preach as I wanted to preach to you! Oh, that God would take 

up the work, and send His truth right home. I know I shall soon 

die, and you, too. And I shall face each of you, and your eyes 

shall stare on me forever and ever, if you are lost through my 
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unfaithfulness. And shall it beñshall it be? Oh, that we had a 

hope that all of us might see the face of God and live! òBelieve 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.ó  

Spirit of God, convict of sin and bring the heart to Christ, 

and may we all without exception see Your face in joy and glory, 

and praise You, world without end. Amen.  



 

 

350  A BLOW AT SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS ɀ 

JOB. 9:20 

 

A Sermon 

Delivered on Sabbath Morning, December 16th, 1860,  

by the 

 REV. C. H. SPURGEON 

 At Exeter Hall, Strand 

 
òIf I justify my self, my own mouth shall condemn me: if I 

say, I am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse.óñ Job 9:20 

 

EVER SINCE man became a sinner he has been self-

righteous. When he had righteousness of his own he never 

gloried of it, but ever since he has lost it, he has pretended to 

be the possessor of it! Those proud words which our father 

Adam uttered when he sought to screen himself from the guilt 

of his treason against his Maker, laying the blame apparently on 

Eve, but really upon God who gave him the woman, were 

virtually a claim to blamelessness. It was but a fig leaf he could 

find to cover his nakedness, but how proud was he of that fig-

leaf excuse, and how tenaciously did he hold to it. As it was 

with our first parents, so is it with usñself-righteousness is 

born with us, and there is perhaps no sin which has so much 

vitality in it as the sin of righteous self. We can overcome lust 

itself, and anger, and the fierce passions of the will better than 

we can ever master the proud boastfulness which rises in our 

hearts, and tempts us to think ourselves rich and increased in 

goods while God knows we are naked, and poor and miserable! 

Tens of thousands of sermons have been preached against self-
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righteousness, and yet, it is as necessary to turn the great guns 

of the law against its walls today as ever it was. Martin Luther 

said he scarcely ever preached a sermon without preaching 

against the righteousness of man, and yet, he said, òI find that 

I still cannot preach it down. Still men will boast in what they 

can do, and mistake the path to heaven to be a road paved by 

their own merits, and not a way besprinkled by the blood of 

the atonement of Jesus Christ.ó My dear hearers, I cannot 

compliment you by imagining that all of you have been 

delivered from the great delusion of trusting in yourselves! The 

godly, those who are righteous through faith in Christ, still have 

to mourn that this infirmity clings to them; while as to the 

unconverted themselves, their besetting sin is to deny their guilt, 

to plead that they are as good as others, and to indulge still the 

vain and foolish hope that they shall enter into heaven from 

some doings, sufferings, or weeping of their own! I do not 

suppose there are any who are self-righteous in as bold a sense 

as the poor countryman I have heard of. His minister had tried 

to explain to him the way of salvation, but either his head was 

very dull, or else his soul was very hostile to the truth the 

minister would impart; for he so little understood what he had 

heard, that when the question was put, òNow then, what is the 

way by which you hope you can be saved before God?ó the 

poor honest simpleton said, òDo you not think, sir, if I were to 

sleep one cold frosty night under a hawthorn bush, that would 

go a great way towards it?ó conceiving that his suffering might, 

in some degree at least, assist him in getting into heaven! You 

would not state your opinion in so bold a manner; you would 

refine it, you would gild it, you would disguise itñbut it would 

come to the same thing after all! You would still believe that 

some sufferings, repentings, or believing of your own, might 

possibly merit salvation. The Church of Rome often tells this 

so very plainly, that we cannot think it less than profanity! I 
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have been informed that there is in one of the Romish chapels 

in Cork, a monument bearing these words upon it, òI. H. S. 

Sacred to the memory of the benevolent Edward Molloy; a 

friend of humanity, the father of the poor; he employed the 

wealth of this world only to procure the riches of the next, and 

leaving a balance of merit in the book of life, he made heaven 

debtor to mercy. He died October 17th, 1818, aged 90.ó I do 

not suppose that any of you will have such an epitaph on your 

tombstones, or ever dream of putting it as a matter of account 

with God, and striking a balance with Himñyour sins being 

on one side, and your righteousness on the otherñ and hoping 

that a balance might remain! And yet, the very same idea, only 

not so honestly expressedña little more guarded and a little 

more refinedñthe same idea only taught to speak after a gospel 

dialect, is inherent in us all, and only divine grace can 

thoroughly cast it out of us!  

The sermon of this morning is intended to be another blow 

against our self-righteousness. If it will not die, at least let us 

spare no arrows against it; let us draw the bow, and if the shaft 

cannot penetrate its heart, it may at least stick in its flesh and 

help to worry it to its grave.  

I. Endeavoring to keep close to my text, I shall start with 

this first pointñthat THE PLEA OF SELFR IGHTEOUSNESS 

CONTRADICTS ITSELF . òIf I justify myself, mine own mouth 

shall condemn me.ó  

Come, friend, you who justify yourself by your own works, 

let me hear you speak. òI say that I have no need of a salvation 

by the blood and righteousness of another, for I believe that I 

have kept the commandments of God from my youth up, and 

I do not think that I am guilty in His sight. I hope that I may 

be able in my own right to claim a seat in paradise.ó Now, sir, 

your plea and this declaration of yours is in itself a 

condemnation of you, because upon its very surface it is 
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apparent that you are committing sin while you are pleading that you 

have no sin; for the very plea itself is a piece of high and arrogant 

presumption! God has said it, let Jew and Gentile stop his 

mouth, and let the entire world stand guilty before God. We 

have it on Inspired authority, that òThere is none righteous, no, 

not one.ó òThere is none good, save one that is God.ó We are 

told by the mouth of a prophet sent from God, that, òAll we, 

like wandering sheep, have gone astray. We have turned 

everyone to his own way.ó And you, in saying that you are 

righteous, do commit the sin of calling God a liar! You have 

dared to impugn His veracity, you have slandered His justice. 

This boast of yours is, in itself, a sin so great, so heinous, that 

if you had only that one sin to account for, it would be 

sufficient to sink you to the lowest hell. The boast, I say, is in 

itself a sin! The moment that a man says, òI have no sin,ó he 

commits a sin in the saying of itñthe sin of contradicting his 

Maker, and making God a false accuser of His creatures.  

Besides, do you not see, you vain and foolish creature, that 

you have been guilty of pride in the very language you have used? 

Who but a proud man would stand up and commend himself? 

Who but one who was proud as Lucifer, would in the face of 

Godõs declaration, declare himself to be just and holy? Did the 

best of men ever speak thus? Did they not, all of them, 

acknowledge that they were guilty? Did Job, of whom God said 

that he was a perfect and an upright man, claim perfection? Did 

he not say, òIf I justify myself, my own mouth shall condemn 

meó? Oh, proud wretch, how are you puffed up! How has Satan 

bewitched you! How has he made you lift up your horn on high 

and speak with a stiff neck! Take heed to yourself, for if you 

had never been guilty before, this pride of yours were quite 

sufficient to draw Jehovahõs thunderbolts out of the quiver, and 

make Him smite you once and for all to your eternal 

destruction! But further, the plea of self-righteousness is self-
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contradictory upon another ground, for all that a self-righteous 

man pleads for is comparative righteousness. òWhy,ó he says, òI 

am no worse than my neighborsñin fact, a great deal better! I 

do not drink, or swear; I do not commit fornication or adultery; 

I am no Sabbath breaker, I am no thief. The laws of my country 

do not accuse, much less condemn me; I am better than the 

most of men, and if I am not saved, God help those who are 

worse than I am! If I cannot enter the kingdom of heaven, who 

can?ó Just soñbut then, all that you claim is that you are 

righteous as compared with others. Do you not see that this is a 

very vain and fatal plea, because you do in fact, admit that you 

are not perfectly righteousñthat there is some sin in youñonly 

you claim there is not as much in you as in another! You admit 

that you are diseased, but then, the plague spot is not so 

apparent in you, as in your fellow man. You admit that you have 

robbed God, and have broken His laws, only you have not 

done it with so desperate an intent, nor with so many 

aggravations as others. Now this is virtually a plea of guilty, 

disguise it as you may! You admit that you have been guilty, 

and against you the sentence comes forthñòThe soul that sins, it 

shall die.ó Take heed to yourself that you find no shelter in this 

refuge of lies, for it shall certainly fail you when God shall come 

to judge the world with righteousness and the people with 

equity!  

Suppose now for a moment that a command is issued to 

the beasts of the forest that they should become sheep. It is 

quite in vain for the bear to come forward, and plead that he 

was not so venomous a creature as the serpent. It would be 

equally absurd for the wolf to say that though stealthy and 

cunning, and gaunt and grim, yet he was not so great a grumbler, 

nor so ugly a creature as the bear. The lion might plead that he 

had not the craftiness of the fox. òIt is true,ó he says, òI wet my 

tongue in blood, but then, I have some virtues which may 
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commend me and which, in fact, have made me king of beasts.ó 

What would this argument avail? The indictment is that these 

animals are not sheepñtheir plea against the indictment is that 

they are no less like sheep than other creatures, and that some 

of them have more gentleness and more docility than others of 

their kind. The plea would never stand! Or use another picture. 

If in the courts of justice, a thief, when called up, should argue, 

òWell, I am not so great a thief as some. There are to be found 

some living in Whitechapel or St. Giles who have been thieves 

longer than I have, and if there is one conviction in the book 

against me, there are some who have a dozen convictions 

against them.ó No magistrate would acquit a man on such an 

excuse as that! It would be tantamount to his admission of a 

degree of guilt, though he might try to excuse himself because 

he had not reached a higher degree. It is so with you, sinner! 

You have sinned. Another manõs sins cannot excuse you; you 

must stand upon your own feet! At the Day of Judgment you 

must, yourself, make a personal appearance, and it will not be 

what another man has done that will condemn, or acquit you, 

but your own personal guilt. Take heed; take heed, sinner, for 

it will not avail you that there are others blacker with sin than 

yourself! If there is but a spot upon you, you are lost! If there 

is but one sin unwashed by Jesusõ bloodñyour portion must be 

with the tormentorsña holy God cannot look even upon the 

least degree of iniquity!  

But further, the plea of the self-conceited man is that he 

has done his best, and can claim a partial righteousness. It is 

true, if you touch him in a tender place, he acknowledges that 

his boyhood and his youth were stained with sin. He tells you 

that in his early days he was a òfast lad,ó that he did many things 

which he is sorry for now. òBut then,ó he says, òthese are only 

like spots in the sun; these are only like a small headland of 

waste ground in acres of fruitful soil; I am still good, I am still 
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righteous, because my virtues exceed my vices, and my good 

deeds quite cover up all the mistakes that I have committed!ó 

Well, sir, do you not see that the only righteousness you claim 

is a partial righteousness, and in that very claim, you do in fact, 

make an admission that you are not perfect? You admit you 

have committed some sins. Now I am not responsible for what 

I am about to state, nor am I to be blamed for harshness in it, 

because I state neither more nor less than the very truth of 

Godñit is of no saving grace to you that you have not 

committed 10,000 sinsñfor if you have committed one you are 

a lost soul! The law is to be kept intact and entire, and the least 

crack or flaw, or breakage, spoils it. The robe of righteousness, 

in which you must stand at last, must be without spot or 

blemish; if there is but one microscopic stain upon it, which is 

supposing what is never true, yet even then, the gates of heaven 

never can admit you. A perfect righteousness you must have, or 

else you shall never be admitted to that wedding feast! You may 

say, òI have kept such a commandment and have never broken 

it,ó but if you have broken another, you are guilty of the whole, 

because the whole law is like one rich and costly vaseñit is one 

in design and fashionñthough you break not the foot, and 

stain not the margin, yet, if there is any flaw or damage, the 

whole vessel is marred. And so if you have sinned in any point, 

at any time, and in any degree, you have broken the whole law; 

you stand guilty of it before Godñnor can you be saved by the 

works of the law, or by a church, do what you may.  

òIt is a hard sentence,ó says one, òand who can bear it!ó 

Indeed, who can bear it? Who can bear to stand at the foot of 

Sinai and hear its thunders roar? òIf so much as a beast touches 

the mountain, it must be stoned or thrust through with a dart.ó 

Who can stand when the lightnings flash and God descends 

upon Mount Paran, and the hills melt like wax beneath His feet? 

òBy the deeds of the law there shall no flesh living be justified.ó 
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òCursed is everyone who continues not in all things that are 

written in the law to do them.ó Cursed is the man who sins but 

once, yes, hopelessly cursed so far as the law is concerned! Oh, 

sinner, I cannot help turning aside from the subject for a 

moment to remind you that there is a way of salvation, and a 

way by which the lawõs demands can be fully satisfied! Christ 

bore all the punishment of all believers, so that they cannot be 

punished. Christ kept the law of God for believers, and He is 

willing to cast about any and every penitent sinner that perfect 

robe of righteousness which He Himself has worked out. But 

you cannot keep the law, and if you bring up your self-

righteousness, the law condemns both it and you! Out of your 

own mouth it condemns you, inasmuch as you have not done 

all things, and have not kept all the law. A great rock lies in your 

path to heaven; a mountain insurmountable; a gulf impassable; 

and by that road no man shall ever enter into eternal life.  

The plea of self-righteousness, then, is in itself self-

contradicting, and has only to be fairly stated to an honest man 

for him to see that it will not hold water for a single moment! 

What need of labored argument to disprove a self-evident lie? 

Why should we tarry longer? Who but a very fool would 

maintain a notion which flies in its own face, and witnesses 

against itself?  

II. But now, I pass to the second point, THE MAN WHO 

USES THIS PLEA CONDEMNS THE PLEA HIMSELF .  

Not only does the plea cut its own throat, but the man 

himself is aware when he uses it, that it is an evil and false, and 

vain refuge. Now, this is a matter of conscience, and therefore, 

I must deal plainly with you, and if I speak not what you have 

felt, then you can say I am mistaken. But, if I speak what you 

must confess to be true, let it be as the very voice of God to 

you! Men know that they are guilty! The conscience of the 

proudest man, when it is allowed to speak, tells him that he 
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deserves the wrath of God. He may brag in public, but the very 

loudness of his bragging proves that he has an uneasy 

conscience, and therefore, he makes a mighty din in order to 

drown its voice. Whenever I hear an infidel saying hard things 

of Christ, it reminds me of the men of Moloch, who beat the 

drums that they might not hear the screams of their own 

children. These loud blasphemies, these braggart boastings are 

only a noisy way of drowning the shrieks of conscience! Do not 

believe that these men are honest. I think all controversy with 

them is time thrown away. I would never argue with a thief 

about the principles of honesty, or with a known adulterer 

concerning the duty of chastity. Devils are not to be reasoned 

withñbut to be cast out! Parleying with hell serves no oneõs 

turn except the devilõs. Did Paul argue with Elymas? Or Peter 

with Simon Magus? I would not cross swords with a man who 

says there is no Godñhe knows there is a God! When a man 

laughs at Holy Scripture, you need not argue with himñhe is 

either a fool or a knaveñperhaps both. However villainous he 

may be, his conscience has some light; he knows that what he 

speaks is untrue. I cannot believe that conscience is so dead in 

any man as to let him believe that he is speaking the truth when 

he denies the Godhead; and much more I am certain that 

conscience never did give assent to the utterance of the 

braggart who says he deserves eternal life, or has no sin of 

which to repent, or which by repentance may be washed away 

without the blood of Christ. He knows within himself that he 

speaks that which is false! When Professor Webster was shut 

up in prison for murder, he complained to the prison 

authorities that he had been insulted by his fellow prisoners, 

for he said that through the walls of the prison he could hear 

them always crying out to him, òYou bloody man! You bloody 

man!ó As it was not consistent with law, that one prisoner 

should insult another, the strictest inquiry was made, and it was 
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found that no prisoner had ever said such a word, or that if he 

had said it, Webster could not have heard it. It was his 

conscience! It was not a word coming through the walls of the 

prison, but an echo reverberating from the wall of his bad heart, 

as conscience shouted, òYou bloody man! You bloody man!ó 

There is in all your hearts a witness who will not cease his 

testimony. It cries, òYou sinful man! You sinful man!ó You 

have only to listen to it, and you will soon find that every 

pretense of being saved by your good works must crumble to 

the ground! Oh, hear it now and listen to it for a moment! I am 

sure my conscience says, òYou sinful man! You sinful man!ó 

And I think yours must say the same unless you are given up 

of God, and left to a seared conscience to perish in your sins.  

When men get aloneñif in their loneliness the thought of 

death forces itself upon themñthey boast no more of 

goodness. It is not easy for a man to lie on his bed seeing the 

naked face of death, not at a distance, but feeling that his breath 

is breathing upon the skeleton, and that he must soon pass 

through the iron gates of death. It is not easy for a man to plead 

his self-righteousness then! The bony fingers thrust themselves 

like daggers into his proud flesh. òAh,ó says grim Death, in 

tones which cannot be heard by mortal ear, but which are 

listened to by the mortal heartñòwhere now are all your 

glories?ó He looks upon the man and the wreath of laurel that 

was upon his brow fades and falls to the earth like blasted 

flowers; he touches his breast, and the star of honor which he 

wore molds, and is quenched into darkness. He looks at him 

yet againñthat breast-plate of self-righteousness which 

glittered upon him like golden mail suddenly dissolves into dust, 

like the apples of Sodom before the touch of the gatherer! The 

man finds himself, to his own surprise, naked and poor, and 

miserable when most he needed to be rich, when most he 

required to be happy, and to be blessed. Yes, sinner, even while 
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this sermon is being uttered, you may seek to refute it to 

yourself and say, òWell, I believe I am as good as others, and 

that this fuss about a new birth, imputed righteousness, and 

being washed in blood is all unnecessary.ó But in the loneliness 

of your silent chamber, especially when death shall be your 

dread and grim companion, you shall not need me to state 

thisñyou shall see it clearly enough yourselves, see it with eyes 

of horrorñ and feel it with a heart of dismay and despair, and 

perish because you have despised the righteousness of Christ!  

How abundantly true, however, will this be at the Day of 

Judgment. I think I see that day of fire, that day of wrath. You 

are gathered as a great multitude before the eternal throne of 

God. Those who are robed in Christõs fine linen, which is the 

righteousness of the saints, are caught up to the right hand. And 

now the trumpet soundsñif there are any who have kept the 

law of Godñif there are faultless ones; if there are any who 

have never sinned, let them stand forth and claim the promised 

reward! But, if not, let the pit of hell engulf the sinner, let the 

fiery thunderbolt be launched upon the impenitent offenders! 

Now, stand forth, sir, and clear yourself! Come forth, my friend, 

and claim the reward, because of the church you endowed, or 

the row of almshouses that you erected! What? What? Does 

your tongue lie dumb in your mouth? Come forward, come 

forwardñyou who said you had been a good citizen, had fed 

the hungry, and clothed the nakedñcome forward and claim 

the reward! What? What? Is your face turned to whiteness? Is 

there an ashy paleness on your cheeks? Come forward, you 

multitudes who rejected Christ, and despised His blood! Come 

now and say, òAll the commandments have I kept from my 

youth up.ó What? Are you seized with horror? Has the better 

light of judgment driven out the darkness of your self-

righteousness? Oh, I see you, I see you, you are not boasting 

now! But you, the best of you, are crying, òYou rocks, hide me! 



3ÐÕÒÇÅÏÎȭÓ 3ÅÒÍÏÎÓ ɀ Vol. VII   ClassicChristianLibrary.com 

52 

 

You mountains, open your stony bowels, and let me hide 

myself from the face of Him who sits upon the throne!ó Why, 

why such a coward? Come; face it out before your Maker! 

Come up, infidel! Now, tell God there is no God! Come, while 

hell is flaming in your nostrils; come and say there is no hell; or 

tell the Almighty that you never could bear to hear a hell-fire 

sermon preached! Come now, and accuse the minister of 

cruelty, or say that we love to talk on these terrible themes. Let 

me not mock you in your misery; but let me picture to you how 

devils shall mock you. òAha,ó say they òwhere is your courage 

now? Are your ribs of iron, and your bones of brass? Will you 

dare the Almighty now, and dash yourselves upon the points 

of His buckler, or run upon His glittering spear?ó See them, see 

them as they sink! The gulf has swallowed them up! The earth 

has closed again, and they are gone; a solemn silence falls upon 

the ears. But hark below, if you could descend with them, you 

would hear their doleful groans, and hollow moans, as they 

now feel that the omnipotent God was right and just, and wise 

and tender, when He bade them forsake their righteousness 

and flee to Christ and lay hold on Him who can save to the 

uttermost them who come unto God by Him!  

III. THE PLEA IS ITSEL F EVIDENCE AGAINST T HE 

PLEADER .  

There is an unregenerated man here, who says, òAm I blind 

also?ó I answer in the words of Jesus, òBut now you say, we 

see, therefore, your sin remains.ó You have proved by your plea, 

in the first place, that you have never been enlightened of the 

Holy Spirit, but that you remain in a state of ignorance. A deaf 

man may declare that there is no such thing as music. A man 

who has never seen the stars is very likely to say that there are 

no stars. But what does he prove? Does he prove that there are 

no stars? He only proves his own folly, and his own ignorance. 

That man who can say half a word about his own righteousness 
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has never been enlightened of God the Holy Spirit; for one of 

the first signs of a renewed heart is that it abhors itself in dust 

and ashes. If you today feel yourself to be guilty, and lost and 

ruined, there is the richest hope for you in the gospel. But if 

you say, òI am good; I have merits,ó the law condemns you, and 

the gospel cannot comfort youñyou are in the gall of 

bitterness, and in the bonds of iniquity, and you are ignorant 

that all the while you are talking thus, the wrath of God abides 

on you! A man may be a true Christian and may fall into sin, but 

a man cannot be a true Christian, and boast in his self-

righteousness. A man may be saved, though infirmity may 

bespatter him with much mire, but he cannot be saved who 

does not know that he has been in the filth, and is not willing 

to confess that he is guilty before God. There are, in one sense, 

no conditions of salvation on our part, for whatever may be 

conditions, God gives. But thus I know, there never was a man 

yet, who was in a state of grace who did not know himself, in 

himself, to be in a state of ruin, a state of depravity, and 

condemnation. If you do not know this, then I say your plea of 

self-righteousness condemns you for ignorance!  

But then again, inasmuch as you say that you are not guilty, 

this proves that you are impenitent. Now, the impenitent can 

never come where God is. òIf we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins.ó òBut if we say that we 

have no sins, we make God a liar, and the truth is not in us.ó 

God will pardon all men who confess their iniquity; if we weep 

and lament, and take with us words, and say, òWe have 

grievously sinned, forgive usñwe have greatly erred, have 

mercy upon us, through Jesus Christ,ó God will not refuse the 

cry. But if we, out of our impenitent and hard hearts, put 

ourselves upon Godõs Justice, God will give us justice, but not 

mercy. And that justice shall be the meting out to us of the full 

vials of His indignation, and of His wrath forever and ever! He 
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who is self-righteous, is impenitent, and therefore he is not, and 

cannot be saved!  

Further than this, the self-righteous man, the moment that 

he says he has done anything which can recommend him to 

God, proves that he is not a believer. Now, salvation is for 

believers and for believers only. òHe who believes, and is 

baptized, shall be saved. He who believes not, shall be damned.ó 

Sir, you will be damned with all your self-righteousness and 

your self-righteousness shall be like Dejaniraõs tunic which she 

gave to Hercules, and which he put upon him and, as the old 

fable has it, it became a robe of fire to him. He tried to drag it 

away, but he pulled away pieces of his living, quivering flesh 

each moment, and perished miserably! Such shall your self-

righteousness be to you. It seems a pleasant draught and 

intoxicates for the moment; but it is deadly and damnable as 

the venom of asps, and as the wine of Gomorrah. O soul! 

Would that you would flee, above all things, from self-

righteousness; for a selfrighteous man does not and cannot 

trust Christ and therefore he cannot see the face of God! None 

but the naked man will ever go to Christ for clothing; none but 

the hungry man will ever take Christ to be his food; none but 

thirsty souls will ever come to this well of Bethlehem to drink. 

The thirsty are welcome; but those who think they are good, 

are welcome neither to Sinai nor to Calvary. They have no hope 

of heaven, no peace in this world, nor in that which is to come.  

Ah, soul, I know not who you are; but if you have any 

righteousness of your own, you are a graceless soul. If you have 

given all your goods to feed the poor; if you have built many 

and many a sanctuary; if you have gone about with self-denial 

among the houses of poverty to visit the sons and daughters of 

affliction; if you have fasted thrice in the week; if your prayers 

have been so long that your throat has become hoarse through 

your crying; if your tears have been so many that your eyes have 
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become blinded through your weeping; if your readings of 

Scripture have been so long that the midnight oil has been 

consumed in abundanceñif, I say, your heart has been so 

tender towards the poor, and the sick and the needy, that you 

would have been willing to suffer with themñto bear all their 

loathsome diseasesñno, if adding all this, you could give your 

body to be burned, yet if you trusted in any one of these things, 

your damnation would be as sure as though you were a thief or 

a drunkard! Understand me, I mean what I say! I want you not 

to think I speak unguardedly. Christ said of the Pharisees of old, 

the very thing that I have said of you. They were good and 

excellent in their way, but, He said, the publicans and harlots 

enter the kingdom of God before you, because they would go 

the wrong way, while the poor publicans and harlots were led 

to go the right way! The Pharisee who went about to make a 

righteousness of his own, did not submit to the righteousness 

of Christ! The publican and the harlot, knowing that they had 

nothing whereof to glory, came to Christ and took Him as He 

was, and gave their souls up to be saved by His grace. Oh, that 

we may do the same; for until we get rid of self-righteousness, 

we are in a state of condemnation and dyingñthe sentence 

must be executed upon us forever and ever!  

IV. I close now upon the last point, namely, that this plea, 

if we retain it, not only accuses the pleader now, but IT WILL 

RUIN THE PLEADER FOR EVER.  

Let me show you two suicides. There is a man who has 

sharpened a dagger, and seeking out his opportunity, he stabs 

himself in the heart. There he falls. Who shall blame any man 

for his death? He slew himself; his blood is on his own head.  

Here is anotherñhe is very sick and ill. He can scarcely 

crawl about the streets. A physician waits upon him; he tells 

him, òSir, your disease is deadly. You must die. But I know a 

remedy which will certainly heal you. Here it is; I freely give it 
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to you! All I ask of you is that you will freely take it.ó òSir,ó says 

the man, òyou insult me! I am as well as ever I was in my life. I 

am not sick.ó òBut,ó says the doctor, òThere are certain signs 

which I mark in your countenance which prove to me that you 

have a deadly disease about you, and I warn you.ó The man 

thinks a momentñremembers that there have been certain 

signs in him of this very sickness. A monitor within tells him 

that it is so. He obstinately replies to the physician a second 

timeñòSir, if I want your medicine, I will send for it; and if I 

need it, I will pay for it.ó He knows all the while there is not a 

farthing in his pocket, and that he cannot get credit anywhere. 

And there stands, the life-giving cup before him which the 

physician at great expense has obtained, and which he would 

freely give to him, and bid him freely take. òNo,ó says the man, 

òI will not take it. I may be somewhat sick, but I am not worse 

than my neighbors. I am not more ill than other people, and I 

shall not take it.ó One day you go to his bed, and you find he 

has slept his last sleep, and there he lies stone dead. Who slew 

this man? Who killed him? His blood is on his own head! He is 

as base a suicide as the other!  

Now, I will show you two more suicides. There is a man 

here who saysñòWell let what will happen in the next world, I 

will have my fill in this! Tell me where there are pleasures to be 

had, and I will have them; leave the things of God to old fools, 

and such likeñI shall have the things of the present, and the 

joys and delights of time.ó He drains the cup of drunkenness, 

frequents the haunt of folly, and if he knows where there is any 

vice pursued, he rushes after it. Like Byron, he is a very 

thunderbolt, launched from the hand of an arch-fiend! He 

flashes through the whole firmament of sin, and blazes himself 

out, until decayed in body and soul, he dies. He is a suicide! He 

defied God; he went against the laws of nature and of grace, 
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despised warnings, declared he would be damned, and he has 

got what he richly deserved.  

Here is another. He says, òI despise these vices. I am the 

most upright, honest, and commendable of men. I feel that I 

do not need salvation, and if I did need it, I could get it myself. 

I can do anything you tell me to do. I feel I have mental force 

and manly dignity enough remaining in me to accomplish it! I 

tell you, sir, you insult me when you bid me trust in Christ. 

Well,ó he says, òI consider there is such dignity in manhood, 

and so much virtue in me, that I need not a new heart nor will 

I succumb and bend my spirit to the gospel of Christ on free 

grace terms.ó Very well sir, when in hell you lift up your eyes 

and you will do so as surely as the most profligate and profane, 

your blood will be upon your own head; and you will be as truly 

a suicide as he who wantonly and wickedly dashed himself 

against the laws of God and man, and brought himself to a 

sudden and hasty end by his iniquity and crimes.  

òWell,ó says one, òthis is a sermon well adapted to self-

righteous persons, but I am not one.ó Then what are you, sir? 

Are you a believer in Christ? òI cannot say I am, sir.ó Why are 

you not, then? òWell, I would be, but I am afraid I may not 

believe in Christ.ó You are self-righteous, sir. God commands 

you to believe in Christ, and you say you are not fit! Now what 

does this mean, but that you are waiting to make yourself fit, 

and this, after all, is the spirit of self-righteousness. You are so 

proud that you will not take Christ unless you think you can 

bring something to Himñthat is it. òAh, no,ó says one poor 

broken-hearted soul, òI do not think that is fair with me, for I 

do feel as if I would give anything if I might hope to be saved. 

But oh, I am such a wretch! I am such a wretch! I cannot 

believe.ó Now, that after all is self-righteousness. Christ bids 

you trust Him; you say, òNo, I will not trust you, Christ, 

because I am such-a-one, and such-a-one.ó So, then, you need 
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to make yourself somebody, and then Jesus Christ is to do the rest. 

It is the same spirit of self-righteousness, only in another garb. 

òAh,ó says one, òbut if I did but feel my need enough, as you 

just now said, sir, then I think I would trust Christ.ó Self-

righteousness again! You want your sense of need to save you. 

òOh, but, sir, I cannot believe in Christ as I would.ó Self-

righteousness again! Let me just utter a solemn sentence which 

you may masticate at your leisure. If you trust to your faith, and 

to your repentance, you will be as much lost as if you trusted 

to your good works or trusted to your sins! The ground of your 

salvation is not faith, but Christ! It is not repentance, but Christ! If 

I trust my trust of Christ, I am lost! My business is to trust Christ; 

to rest on Him; to depend not on what the Spirit has done in 

me, but what Christ did for me when He did hang upon the cross. 

Now, be it known unto you that when Christ died, He took the 

sins of all His people upon His head, and then and there they 

all ceased to be! At the moment when Christ died, the sins of 

all His redeemed were blotted out. He did then suffer all they 

ought to have suffered; He paid all their debts; and their sins 

were actually and positively lifted that day from their shoulders 

to His shoulders, for òThe Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of 

us all.ó And now, if you believe in Jesus, there is not a sin 

remaining upon you, for your sin was laid on Christ! Christ was 

punished for your sins before they were committed, and as 

Kent saysñ  

 

òHereõs pardon for transgressions past,  

 It matters not how black their caste;  

 And oh, my soul with wonder view,  

 For sins to come, hereõs pardon too.ó 

 

 Blessed privilege of the believer! But if you live and die 

unbelievers, know this, that all your sins lie on your own 
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shoulders! Christ did never make any atonement for you; you 

were never bought with blood; you never had an interest in His 

sacrifice. You live and die in yourselves; lost in yourselves; 

ruined in yourselves, utterly destroyed! But believingñthe 

moment you believeñyou may know that you were chosen of 

God from before the foundation of the world! Believing, you 

may know that the righteousness of Christ is all yours; that all 

He did, He did for you; that all He suffered, He suffered for 

you. You do in fact, in the moment you believe, stand where 

Christ stood as Godõs accepted Son! And Christ stands where 

you stood as the sinner, and suffers as if He had been the sinner, 

and dies as if He had been guiltyñdies in your place!  

Oh, Spirit of God, give faith this morning! Win us all from 

self! Knit us all to Christñmay we be saved now by His free 

grace, and be saved in eternity. Amen.  
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òWith Him is plenteous redemption.ó ð Psalms 130:7 

 

REDEMPTION is a word which has gladdened many ears 

when there was no heavenly sound in its blessed chime. Apart 

from any theological use of it, the word is a very sweet one, and 

has been melodious to many hearts. In those days when piracy 

was carried on continually along the coast of Africa, when our 

fellow Christian subjects were caught by sea robbers, and 

carried away captive, you can well understand how the 

burdened soul of the manacled slave, chained to the oar of his 

galley, was gladdened by the hope that possibly there would be 

redemption. His cruel master, who had forced him into his 

possession, would not willingly emancipate him; but a rumor 

came that in some distant nation they had raised a sum of 

money to purchase the freedom of slavesñthat some wealthy 

merchant had dedicated of his substance to buy back his fellow 

countrymen; that the king, himself, upon his throne had 

promised to give a liberal redemption that the captives among 

the Moors might return to their homes. Truly I can suppose 

the hours would run happily along, and the dreariness of their 

toil would be relieved when once that word, òredemption,ó had 

sounded in their ears! So with our fellow subjects, and our 

fellow men who once were slaves in our West India settlements, 
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we can well conceive that to their lips the word, redemption, must 

have been a very pleasing song. It must have been well nigh as 

sweet to them as the marriage peals to a youthful bridegroom, 

when they knew that the noble British nation would count 

down the twenty millions of their redemption moneyñthat on 

a certain morning their fetters would be snapped asunder, so 

that they would no more go out to the plantations to sweat in 

the sun, driven by the whipñbut they could call themselves 

their own, and none should be their masters to possess their 

flesh, and have property of their souls. You can conceive when 

the sun of that happy morn aroseñwhen emancipation was 

proclaimed from sea to sea, and the whole land was at libertyñ

how joyful must their new-found freedom have appeared! O 

there are many sonnets in that one word, òredemption!ó  

Now, you who have sold for nothing your glorious heritage; 

you who have been carried bond slaves into Satanõs dominion; 

you who have worn the fetters of guilt, and groaned under 

them; you who have smarted beneath the lash of the law of 

God; what the news of redemption has been to slaves and 

captives, that will it be to you tonight! It will cheer your souls, 

gladden your spirits, and more especially so when that rich 

adjective is coupled with itñòplenteous redemption.ó  

This evening, I shall consider the subject of redemption, and 

then notice the adjective appended to the wordñòplenteous 

redemption.ó  

I. First, then, we shall consider the subject of 

REDEMPTION .  

I shall commence in this way, by asking, What has Christ 

redeemed? And in order to let you know what my views are upon 

this subject, I would announce at once what I conceive to be 

an authoritative doctrineñconsistent with common sense and 

declared to us by Scriptureñnamely, that whatever Christ has 

redeemedñChrist will most assuredly have! I start with that as 
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an axiomñthat whatever Christ has redeemedñChrist will 

have. I hold it to be repugnant to reason and much more to 

revelation, that Christ should die to purchase what He never 

shall obtain; and I hold it to be little less than blasphemy to 

assert that the intention of our Saviorõs death can ever be 

frustrated! Whatever was Christõs intention when He diedñwe 

lay it down as a very groundwork truth of God which ought to 

be granted to us by every reasonable manñthat Christ will most 

certainly gain. I cannot see how it can be that the intention of 

God in anything can be frustrated. We have always thought 

God to be so superior to creatures, that when He has once 

intended a thing, it must most assuredly be accomplished; and 

if I have that granted to me, I cannot for a moment allow you 

to imagine that Christ should shed His blood in vain! Nor that 

He should die with an intention of doing something, and yet 

should not perform itñthat He should die with a full intention 

in His heart, and with a promise on the part of God that a 

certain thing should be given to Him as a reward of His 

sufferingsñand yet should fail to obtain it! I start with that; 

and I think that everyone who will weigh the matter and truly 

consider it, must see it to be soñthat Christõs intention in His 

death must be fulfilled, and that the design of God, whatever 

that may be, must certainly be carried out! Well then, I believe 

that the efficacy of Christõs blood knows no other limit than 

the purpose of God. I believe that the efficacy of Christõs 

atonement is just as great as God meant it should be, and that 

what Christ redeemed is precisely what He meant to redeem and 

exactly what the Father had decreed He should redeem! 

Therefore I cannot for one moment give any credence 

whatever to that doctrine which tells us that all men are redeemed! 

Some may hold it, as I know they do, and hold it very strongly 

and even urge it as being a fundamental part of the doctrine of 

revelation. They are welcome to it; this is a land of liberty. Let 
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them hold their views, but I must tell them solemnly my 

persuasion that they cannot hold such doctrine if they do but 

well consider the matter; for if they once believe in universal 

redemption, they are driven to the blasphemous inference that 

Godõs intention is frustrated, and that Christ has not received 

what He died to procure! If, therefore, they can believe that, I 

will give them credit for being able to believe anything; and I 

shall not despair of seeing them landed at the Salt Lake, or in 

any other region where enthusiasm and credulity can flourish 

without the checks of ridicule or reason!  

Starting then, with this assumption, I beg now to tell you 

what I believe according to sound doctrine and Scripture. 

Christ has really redeemed. His redemption is a very concise 

redemption. He has redeemed many things; He has redeemed 

the souls of His people; He has redeemed the bodies of His 

people; He has redeemed the original inheritance which man 

lost in Adam; He has redeemed, in the last place, the world, 

considered in a certain senseñin the sense in which He will 

have the world at last.  

Christ has redeemed the souls of all His people who shall 

ultimately be saved. To state it after the Calvinistic form, Christ 

has redeemed His elect. But since you do not know His elect 

until they are revealed, we will alter that and say, Christ has 

redeemed all penitent souls; Christ has redeemed all believing 

souls; and Christ has redeemed the souls of all those who die in 

infancyñseeing it is to be received that all those who die in 

infancy are written in the Lambõs book of life, and are 

graciously privileged by God to go at once to heavenñinstead 

of toiling through this weary world. The souls of all those who 

were written before all worlds in the Lambõs book of life, who 

in process of time are humbled before God, who in due course 

are led to lay hold of Christ Jesus as the only refuge of their 

souls, who hold on their way and ultimately attain to heavenñ
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these, I believe were redeemedñand I most firmly and 

solemnly believe the souls of no other men were in that sense 

subjects of Christõs redemption. I do not hold the doctrine that 

Judas was redeemed. I could not conceive my Savior bearing 

the punishment for Judas, or if so, how could Judas be 

punished again? I could not conceive it possible that God 

should exact first at Christõs hands, the penalty of his sin, and 

then at the sinnerõs hands again. I cannot conceive for a 

moment that Christ should have shed His blood in vain; and 

though I have read in the books of certain divines that Christõs 

blood is fuel for the flames of hell, I have shuddered at the 

thought, and have cast it from me as being a dreadful assertion, 

perhaps worthy of those who made it, but utterly unsupported 

by the Word of God! The souls of Godõs people, whoever they 

may beñand they are a multitude that no man can numberñ

and I fondly hope they are all of youñare effectually redeemed!  

1. Briefly, they are redeemed in three ways. They are 

redeemed from the guilt of sin, from the punishment of sin, 

and from the power of sin. The souls of Christõs people have 

guilt on account of sin until they are redeemed. But when once 

redemption is applied to my soul, my sins are, every one of 

them, from that moment forever blotted outñ  

 

òThe moment a sinner believes,  

 And trusts in his crucified Lord,  

 His pardon at once he receives,  

 Salvation in full through His blood.ó  

 

The guilt of our sin is taken away by the redemption of 

Christ. Whatever sin you may have committed, the moment 

you believe in Christ, not only will you never be punished for 

that sin, but the very guilt of that sin is taken from you. You 

cease to be in Godõs sight any longer a guilty person! You are 
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reckoned by God as a justified believer to have the 

righteousness of Christ about you; and therefore, you can sayñ

to recall a verse which we often repeatñ  

 

òNow freed from sin I walk at large,  

 My Saviorõs bloodõs my full discharge!  

 At His dear feet my soul I lay,  

 A sinner saved and homage pay.ó  

 

Every sin, every particle of guilt, every atom of 

transgression is, by the redemption of Christ, effectually taken 

away from the entire Lordõs believing family!  

And mark, nextñnot only the guilt, but the punishment of 

sin is taken away! In fact, when we cease to be guilty, we cease 

to be the objects of punishment altogether! Take away the 

guiltñthe punishment is gone; but to make it more effectual, 

it is as it were written over again that condemnation is taken 

away, as well as the sin for which we might be condemned. 

òThere is, therefore, now, no condemnation to them who are 

in Christ Jesus.ó None of those who were redeemed by Christ 

can ever be damned; they can never be punished on account of 

sin, for Christ has suffered their punishment in their place, and 

therefore, they cannotñunless God is unjustñbe sued a 

second time for debts already paid. If Christ, their ransom, died, 

they cannot die; if He, their surety, paid their debt, then unto 

Godõs justice they no longer owe anything, for Christ has paid 

it all! If He has shed His blood; if He has yielded up the ghost; 

if He has òdied, the just for the unjust, to bring us to God,ó 

how, then, would God be just, and yet the punisher of those 

whom He has already punished once in the person of Jesus Christ 

their Savior? No, beloved, through the plenteous redemption of 

Christ, we are delivered from all punishment on account of sin, 

and from all guilt which we had incurred thereby.  
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Moreover the believing family of Christñor rather, all for 

whom He diedñare most effectually delivered from the power 

of sin. Oh, there are some who suck in the two truths of God 

I have been mentioning, as if they were honeyñbut they 

cannot endure this other pointñChrist delivers us from the 

power of sin! Mark you this, thenñwe affirm it very stronglyñ

no man can ever be redeemed from the guilt of sin or from the 

punishment of sin, unless he is at the same time delivered from 

the power of sin! Unless he is made by God to hate his own sin; 

unless he is enabled to cast it to the ground; unless he is made 

to abhor every evil way, and to cleave unto God with full 

purpose of heart, walking before Him in the land of the living, 

in the strength of the Holy Spiritñsuch a man has no right to 

believe himself redeemed! If you are still under the dominion 

of your lusts, O wicked sinner, you have no right to think 

yourself a purchased heir of heaven! If you can be drunk, if you 

can swear, if you can curse God, if you can lie, if you can 

profane the Sabbath, if you can hate His people, if you can 

despise His Word, then, you have no right whatever, any more 

than Satan in hell, to boast that you are redeemed; for all the 

Lordõs redeemed are in due time brought out of the house of 

bondage, out of the land of Egypt, and they are taught the evil 

of sin, the horrible penalty of it, and the desperate character of 

it in the sight of God. Are you delivered from the power of sin, 

my hearer? Have you mortified it? Are you dead unto it? Is it 

dead unto you? Is it crucified unto you and you unto it? Do you 

hate it as you would a viper? Do you tread on it as you would 

tread upon a serpent? If you do, albeit there are sins of frailty 

and infirmity, yet if you hate the sin of your heart, if you have 

an unutterable enmity to it, take courage and comfort! The 

Lord has redeemed you from the guilt and penalty, and also 

from the power of sin! That is the first point of Christõs 

redemption. And hear me distinctly again, lest any should 
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mistake meñI always like to preach so that there can be no 

mistake about it. I do not want to so preach that you will say in 

the judgment of charity, òHe could not have meant what he 

said.ó Now, I mean solemnly again to say what I have saidñ

that I believe that none others were redeemed than those who 

are or shall be redeemed from the guilt, the punishment, and the 

power of sin! I say againñit is abhorrent to my reason, much 

less to my views of Scriptureñto conceive that the damned 

ever were redeemed, and that the lost in hell were ever washed 

in the Saviorõs blood, or that His blood was ever shed with an 

intention of saving them!  

2. Now, let us think of the second thing Christ has 

redeemed. Christ has redeemed the bodies of all His children. In 

that day, when Christ redeemed our souls, He redeemed the 

tabernacles in which our souls dwell. At the same moment 

when the spirit was redeemed by blood, Christ, who gave His 

human soul and His human body to death, purchased the body 

as well as the soul of every believer. You ask, then, in what way 

His redemption operates upon the body of the believer? I 

answer, first, it ensures it a resurrection. Those for whom 

Christ died, are ensured by His death, a glorious resurrection. 

òAs in Adam all die, even so in Christ, shall all be made alive.ó 

All men are by virtue of the death of Christ quickened to a 

resurrectionñbut even here, there is a special property of the 

electñseeing that they are quickened to a blessed resurrection, 

while others are quickened only to a cursed resurrection; a 

resurrection of woe, a resurrection of unutterable anguish. O 

Christian, your body is redeemedñ  

 

òWhat though your inbred sins require  

 Your flesh to see the dust,  

 Yet, as the Lord your Savior rose,  

 So all His followers must.ó  
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What? Though in a little time I shall slumber in the tomb, 

though worms devour this body, I know that my Redeemer 

lives, and because He lives, I know that in my flesh I shall see 

God! These eyes which soon shall be glazed in death shall not 

be always closed in darknessñdeath shall be made to give back 

his prey; he shall restore all that he has taken. Lo, I see him 

there! He has the bodies of the just locked up in his dungeons; 

they are wrapped up in their grave clothes and he thinks they 

are secureñhe has sealed their tombs and marked them for his 

own. O death! Foolish death! Your caskets shall be rifled! Your 

storehouses shall be broken open! Lo, the morning is come! 

Christ has descended from on high. I hear the trumpet, òAwake! 

Awake!ó And lo, from their tombs, the righteous startñwhile 

Death sits in confusion howling in vainñto find his empire all 

bereft of its subjectsñto find all his dungeons rifled of their 

prey. òPrecious shall their blood be in His sight.ó Precious shall 

be their bones! Their very dust is blessed, and Christ shall raise 

them with Himself. Think of that, you who have lost friendsñ

you weeping children of sorrowñyour redeemed friends shall 

live again! The very hands that grasped yours with a death 

clutch shall grasp them in paradise! Those very eyes that wept 

themselves away in tears, shall, with eye-strings that never shall 

be broken, wake up in the noonday of happiness! That very 

frame which you did sorrowfully convey with dread attire of a 

funeral to bury in its tombñyes, that same body, made like the 

image of Jesus Christ, spiritualized and changed, but 

nevertheless, the same body, shall rise again! And you, if you 

are redeemed, shall see itñfor Christ has purchased it, and 

Christ shall not die in vain! Death will not have one bone of 

the righteousñno, not a particle of their dustñno, not a hair 

of their heads! It shall all come back. Christ has purchased all 

our body, and the whole body shall be completed and united 
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forever in heaven with the glorified soul! The bodies of the 

righteous are redeemed and redeemed for eternal happiness.  

3. In the next place, all the possessions of the righteous which 

were lost in Adam are redeemed. Adam! Where are you? I have 

a controversy with you, man, for I have lost much by you. 

Come here, Adam! You see what you are now; tell me what you 

once were. Then, I shall know what I have lost by you, and then, 

I shall be able to thank my Master that all you did lose, He has 

freely bought back to all believers. What did you lose? òAlas!ó 

cries Adam, òI once had a crown; I was king of the entire world! 

The beasts crouched at my feet, and did me reverence; God 

made me that I might have supreme command over the cattle 

upon the hills, and over all fowls of the air, but I lost my crown. 

I once had a miter,ó said Adam, òfor I was a priest to God, and 

oftentimes in the morning did I climb the hills and sing sweet 

prayers of praise to Him who made me. My censer of praise 

has often smoked with incense, and my voice has been sweet 

with praise. Oft have I bid misty exhalations. Sun and moon, 

and stars sing His praise. Daily have I bid the herds upon the 

hills low out His glories, and the lions roar His honors. Nightly 

have I told the stars to shine out, and the little flowers to 

blossom forth. But ah, I lost my miter and I, who was once a 

priest to God, ceased any longer to be His holy servant.ó Ah, 

Adam, you have lost me much. But yonder I see my Savior. He 

takes His crown off His head, that He may put a crown on my 

head! And He puts a miter on His head, to be a priest, that He 

may put a miter on my head, tooñand on the head of all His 

peopleñfor, as we have just been singingñ  

 

òYou have redeemed our souls with blood,  

 Have set the prisoners free!  

 Have made us kings and priests to God,  

 And we shall reign with Thee.ó  
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Just what Adam lostñthe kingship and the priesthood of 

Christñis won for all His believing people. And what else did 

you lose, Adam? òWhy, I lost paradise.ó Hush, man! Say 

nothing upon that, for Christ has bought me a paradise worth 

ten thousand such Edens as yours! So we can well forgive you 

that. And what else did you lose? òWhy, I lost the image of my 

Maker.ó Ah, hush, Adam! In Jesus Christ, we have something 

more than that, for we have the perfect righteousness of Jesus 

Christ, and surely that is even better than the image of the 

Makerñfor it is the very dress and robe that the Maker wore! 

So, Adam, all that you have lost, I have again. Christ has 

redeemed all that we sold for nothing. I who have sold for 

nothing a divine heritage, shall have it back unboughtñthe gift 

of love, says Christ, even Mine. Oh, hear it, then! The trumpet 

of Jubilee is blown! Christ has redeemed the lost possessions 

of His people!  

4. And now, I come to the last thing that Christ has 

redeemed, though not the last point of the discourse. Christ has 

redeemed the world. òWell, now,ó says one, òthat is strange, sir. 

You are going to flatly contradict yourself.ó Stop a moment! 

Understand what I mean by the world, if you please! We do not 

mean every man in it. We never pretended such a thing! But I 

will tell you how Christ has redeemed the world. When Adam 

fell, God cursed the world with barrenness. òThorns also and 

briars shall it bring forth unto you, and in the sweat of your 

brow shall you eat bread.ó God cursed the earth! When Christ 

came into the world, they twisted a crown made of the cursed 

thorns, and they put that on His head and made Him king of 

the curse! And in that day He purchased the redemption of the 

world from its curse. And it is my very belief, and I think it is 

warranted by Scripture, that when Christ shall come a second 

time, this world will become everywhere as fertile as the garden 

of paradise used to be. I believe that Sahara, the literal desert, 
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shall one day blossom like Sharon, and rejoice like the Garden 

of the Lord. I do not conceive that this poor world is to be a 

forlorn planetary wanderer forever; I believe that she is yet to 

be clothed with vegetation, such as she once wore. We have 

evidences in the beds of coal underneath the earth that this 

world was once much more fertile than it is now. Gigantic trees 

once spread their mighty arms, and I had almost said one arm 

of a tree in that day would have built half a forest for us now! 

Then, mighty creatures, far different from ours, stalked 

through the earth; and I believe firmly that a luxuriant 

vegetation, such as this world once knew, shall be restored to 

us, and that we shall see again a garden such as we have not 

knownñno more cursed with blight and mildewñwith no 

more blast and withering we shall see a land like heaven itselfñ  

  

òWhere everlasting spring abides,  

 And never withering flowers.ó  

 

When Christ comes, He shall do even this.  

In the day of the fall too, it is currently believed that 

animals for the first time received their ferocious temperament 

and began to prey on each otherñof this we are not sure. But 

if I read Scripture rightly, I find that the lion shall lie down with 

the kid, and that the leopard shall eat straw like the ox, and that 

the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice den. I do 

believe that in millennial years that are coming, and coming 

soon, there shall be known no more devouring lions, no blood-

thirsty tigers, no creatures that shall devour their kindñGod 

shall restore to us again, and even to the beasts of the field, the 

blessing which Adam lost.  

And, my friends, there is a worse curse than that which has 

fallen on this world. It is the curse of ignorance and sinñthat, 

too, is to be removed. See yonder planet? It is whirling along 
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through spaceñ bright, bright and glorious. Hear the morning 

stars sing together because this new sister of theirs is made? 

That is the earth! She is bright now. Stay! Did you remark that 

shadow sweep across her? What caused it? The planet is 

dimmed, and on her trace there lies a sorrowful shadow. I am 

speaking, of course, metaphorically. See there the planet; she 

glides along in ten-fold nightñscarcely does a speck of light 

irradiate her. Mark againñthe day is not come, when that 

planet shall renew her gloryñbut it is hastening again! As the 

serpent slips its slough, and leaves it behind it in the valley, so 

yon planet has slipped its clouds, and shone forth bright as it 

was before! Do you ask who has done it? Who has cleared away 

the mist? Who has taken away the darkness? Who has removed 

the clouds? òI have done it,ó says Christ, the sun of 

righteousness! òI have scattered darkness, and made that world 

bright again.ó Lo, I see a new heaven, and a new earth, wherein 

dwells righteousness. To explain myself, lest I should be 

mistaken, I mean thisñthis world is now covered with sin, 

ignorance, mistake, idolatry, and crime. The day is coming 

when the last drop of blood shall be drunk by the sword; it shall 

be no more intoxicated with blood; God shall make wars to 

cease unto the ends of the earth! The day is comingñoh that 

it were now!ñwhen the feet of Christ shall tread this earth! 

Then, down shall go idols from their thrones; down 

superstitions from their pinnacles; then, slavery shall cease; 

then, crime shall end; then, peace shall spread its joyous wings 

over the entire world! And then, shall you know that Christ has 

died for the world, and that Christ has won it! òThe whole 

creation,ó said Paul, ògroans and travails in pain together until 

now.ó Waiting for what? òWaiting for the redemption;ó and by 

the redemption, I understand what I have just explained to 

youñthat this world shall be washed of all her sin! Her curse 

shall be removed, her stains taken away, and this world shall be 
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as fair as when God first struck her from His mindñas when 

like a glowing spark, smitten from the anvil by the eternal 

hammer, she first flashed in her orbit. This, Christ has 

redeemed. This, Christ shall and most assuredly must have!  

II. And, now, a word or two concerning the last thoughtñ

òPLENTEOUS REDEMPTION .ó  

It is plenteous enough, if you consider what I have already 

told you Christ has bought. Surely I could have made it no 

more plenteous if I had lied against my conscience, and told 

you that He had bought every man; for of what use is it that I 

am bought with blood, if I am lost? Of what use is it to me that 

Christ has died for me, if I yet sink in the flames of hell? How 

will that glorify Christñthat He has redeemed me, and yet 

failed in His intentions? Surely it is more to His honor to 

believe that according to His immutable, sovereign, and all-wise 

will, He laid the foundation as wide as He intended the 

structure to be, and then made it just according to His will. 

Nevertheless, it is òplenteous redemption.ó Very briefly, lend 

me your ears just a moment.  

It is òplenteousó when we consider the millions who have 

been redeemed. Think, if you can, how great that host who 

have already washed their robes, and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb. And then think how many now with weary 

feet are plodding their way to paradiseñall of them 

redeemedñ they all shall sit down at the marriage supper of 

the Lamb! Is it not òplenteous redemptionó when you reflect 

that it is a òmultitude that no man can number,ó that will be 

gathered in? Let us close that by saying, òAnd why not you?ó If 

so many are redeemed, why should not you be? Why should you 

not seek for mercy on the strength of that, knowing that all 

who seek will most assuredly receive, for they would not have 

sought unless it had been prepared for them?  
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It is òplenteous,ó again, if we consider the sins of all who 

are redeemed. However great the sins of any redeemed soul, 

this redemption is enough to cover it allñto wash it all awayñ  

 

òWhat, though your numerous sins exceed  

 The stars that spread the skies,  

 And aiming at the eternal throne,  

 Like pointed mountains rise.ó  

 

Yet His plenteous redemption can take all your sins away! 

They are no greater than Christ foresaw and vowed to remove. 

Therefore, I beseech you, fly to Jesus believing that however 

great your guilt, His atonement is great enough for all who 

come to Him, and, therefore, you may safely come!  

Remember, again, that this òplenteous redemptionó is 

plenteous because it is enough for all the distresses of all the 

saints. Your needs are almost infinite; but this atonement is 

quite so. Your troubles are almost unutterable; but this 

atonement is quite unutterable. Your needs can scarcely be 

counted; but this redemption I know you cannot count! Believe, 

then, that it is a òplenteous redemption.ó O believing sinner, 

what a sweet comfort it is for you, that there is òplenteous 

redemption,ó and that you have a lot in it! You will most 

certainly be brought safely home by Jesusõ grace. Are you 

seeking Christ? Or rather, do you know yourselves to be sinners? 

If you do, I have authority from God to say to everyone who 

will confess his sins, that Christ has redeemed him! òThis is a 

faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.ó Are 

you a sinner? I do not mean a sham sinner; there are lots of 

them about, but I have no gospel to preach to them just now. 

I do not mean one of those hypocritical sinners, who cry, òYes, 

I am a sinneróñwho are sinners out of compliment, and do 
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not mean it. I will preach another thing to youñI will preach 

against your selfrighteousness another day. But I shall not 

preach anything to you just now about Christ, for He òcame 

not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.ó But are 

you a sinner, in the bona fide sense of the word? Do you know 

yourself to be a lost, ruined, undone sinner? Then, in Godõs 

name, I urge you to believe thisñthat Christ has died to save 

youñfor as sure as ever He has revealed to you, your guilt by 

the Holy Spirit, He will not leave you till He has revealed to you 

your pardon by His only Son! If you know your lost estate, you 

shall soon know your glorious estate! Believe in Jesus now! 

Then you are saved and you may go away happyñblest beyond 

what kings could dream! Believe that since you are a sinner, 

Christ has redeemed youñthat just because you know yourself 

to be undone, guilty, lost and ruinedñ you have this night a 

right, a privilege, and a title to bathe in the fountain filled with 

blood, òshed for many for the remission of sins.ó Believe that, 

and then you shall know the meaning of this textñ òTherefore, 

being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, by whom also we have received the 

atonement.ó God dismiss you with a blessing, for Jesusõ sake! 

Amen. 
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òAnd his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one 

his day; and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to 

drink with them. And it was so, when the days of their feasting 

were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose 

up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according 

to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons 

have sinned and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job 

continually.ó ñ Job 1:4-5 

 

JOB WAS an exceedingly happy man before his great trial. 

He was as much blessed in the fruit of his body as in his basket, 

and in his store. Our text gives us a very pleasing picture of 

Jobõs family. He was a happy man to have had so many children 

all comfortably settled in life; for you will perceive that they all 

had houses; they had left his roof; they had all established 

themselves, and had so prospered in the world that there was 

not one of them who had not enough of the worldõs goods to 

entertain all the rest. So it seemed as if Jobõs prosperity in his 

business had attended his children in the different places where 

they had settled. To add to his comfort they were an undivided 

familyñnot like Abrahamõs household, where there was an 

Ishmael who mocked Isaac; nor like Isaacõs household, where 

there was an Esau and a Jacob who sought to supplant him; 

nor like Jacobõs household, where there was a Joseph, and all 
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the rest of his brothers were envious and jealous of him; nor 

like Davidõs household, where there was perpetual strife and 

bickering between the one and the other. Jobõs descendants 

were a large tribe; but they were all united and knit together in 

bonds of perfect happiness; and moreover, they seem to have 

had a great desire to preserve their unity as a family. Perhaps 

Job and his family were the only ones who feared God in the 

neighborhood; they wished therefore to keep themselves 

together as a little flock of sheep in the midst of wolves, as a 

cluster of stars in the midst of the thick darkness; and what a 

brilliant constellation they wereñall of them shining forth and 

proclaiming the truth of God! I say it was their desire not only 

to enjoy pleasantness and peace, but to maintain it; for I think 

that these annual meetings at the different houses were 

intended to knit them together, so that if any little strife had 

arisen, as soon as they met at the next brotherõs house, all might 

be settled, and the whole host might go on again, shoulder to 

shoulder, and foot to footñas one army of soldiers for God. I 

think Job must have been a right happy man. I do not know 

that he always went to their feasts; perhaps the soberness of 

age might have a little disqualified him for joining in their 

youthful enjoyments; but I am sure he commended their 

feasting; I am quite certain he did not condemn it. If he had 

condemned it, he would never have offered sacrifice to God, 

lest they should have sinned, but he would have told them at 

once it was a sinful thing, and that he could give no 

countenance to it. I think I see the happy group, so happy and 

holy that surely if David had been there, he would have said, 

òBehold how good and pleasant a thing it is for brethren to 

dwell together in unity.ó  

Job was a godly man and so godly that unlike Eli, he 

brought up his household in the fear of God, and he was not 

only quick to observe any known sin, but was exceedingly 
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jealous over his children, lest secretly and inadvertently in their 

heartsñwhile they were at their loaded tablesñthey might 

have said or thought anything which might be termed 

blaspheming God! He therefore, as soon as the feasting was 

over, called them all together and then as a preacher, told them 

of the danger to which they were exposed, and as a priest, (for 

every patriarch before the law, was a priest), he offered burnt 

sacrifices lest any sin should by any possibility remain upon his 

sons and daughters. So says the text. I pray that now we may 

have divine grace to listen to it; and may what we shall now 

hear abide with us during the coming week, when some of you 

shall meet together in your own houses! May God grant that 

our parents, or we, if we are parents, may be as Jobs, and when 

the feasting is over, may there come the sacrifice and the prayer, 

lest we should have sinned and blasphemed God in our hearts!  

I shall divide my sermon thus. First, the text, and that is 

festive, so we will ring in a merry bell. Secondly, that which is in the 

text, and that is instructive, so we will ring the sermon bell. And, thirdly, 

that which follows the text, and that is afflictive, so we will ring the funeral 

bell.  

I. First, then, the text itself, and that is festiveñlet us 

therefore, RING THE MERRY BELL . I think I hear distinctly 

three notes in its merry peal. First, the text gives a license; 

secondly, it suggests a caution; and thirdly, it provides a remedy.  

1. First, the text gives a license. Now, you souls who would 

deny to your fellow men all sorts of mirth, come and listen to 

the merry bell of this text while it gives a license especially to 

the righteousña license that they meet together in their houses, 

and eat and drink and praise their God. In Cromwellõs days, the 

Puritans thought it an ungodly thing for men to keep Christmas. 

They, therefore, tried to put it down, and the common crier 

went through the street announcing that Christmas was 

henceforth no more to be kept, it being a Popish, if not a 
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heathen ceremony! Now, you do not suppose that after the 

crier had made the proclamation, any living Englishman took 

any notice of it! At least, I can scarcely imagine that any did, 

except to laugh at it; for it is idle thus to strain at gnats and 

stagger under a feather! Albeit that we do not keep the feast as 

Papistsñnor even as a commemorative festivalñyet, there is 

something in old associations, that makes us like the day in 

which a man may shake off the cares of business, and disport 

himself with his little ones. God forbid I should be such a 

Puritan, as to proclaim the annihilation of any day of rest which 

falls to the lot of the laboring man! I wish there were a half-a-

dozen holidays in the year. I wish there were more 

opportunities for the poor to rest. Though I would not have as 

many saintõs days as there are in Roman Catholic countriesñ

yet, if we had but one or two more days in which the poor 

manõs household, and the rich manõs family might meet 

togetherñit might, perhaps, be better for us. However, I am 

quite certain that all the preaching in the world will not put 

Christmas downñyou will meet next Tuesday, and you will 

feast, and you will rejoice, and each of you, as God has given 

you substance, will endeavor to make your household glad!  

Now, instead of telling you that this is all wrong, I think 

the merry bell of my text gives you a license to do so. Let us 

think a minute. Feasting is not a wrong thing, or otherwise Job 

would have forbidden it to his children; he would have talked 

to them seriously, and admonished them that this was an 

ungodly and wicked custom to meet together in their houses. 

But, instead of this, Job only feared lest a wrong thing should be 

made out of a right thing, and offered sacrifices to remove their 

iniquity; but he did by no means condemn it. Would any of you 

ask a blessing upon your childrenõs attendance at the theater? 

Could you say, when they had been in such a place, òIt may be 

they have sinned?ó No, you would only talk thus of a right thing. 
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I think I can prove to you that this was a good thing, for first 

you will notice they met in good houses; they did not go to an ale 

house to feast; they had no need to enter the tavern; but they 

met in their own housesñhouses where prayer and praise were 

made. How much better for the working man to spend his 

money on his family, than upon liquor sellers! And then it was 

in good company. They did not scrape together all the ruffians of 

the place to feast with them; but they kept to their own kith 

and kin; and feasting is good when good men feastñespecially 

when they spare for the poorñas no doubt Jobõs children did, 

or else they were quite unworthy of their generous ancestor. 

They feasted in good houses, and in good company. And they 

observed during their feasting, good behavior. Job never heard 

of a wrong expression they had used; no one ever told him that 

they had become riotous, or that they had uttered one wrong 

word, or else Job could not have said, òIt may be,ó but he would 

have said, òIt is so.ó He must be a good son of whom a father 

could say, òIt may be he has erred.ó All that he had was a fear 

lest secretly they might have done wrong; but it appears that 

openly their feasting had been such that even the busy tongue 

of scandal could not find fault with them! And besides, their 

feasting was a good thing, because it had a good intent; it was 

for amity, for cheerfulness, and family union. It was that they 

might be bound together as a bundle of rodsñstrong and 

unbrokenñ that they might be as a strongly intertwined cord, 

interwoven by these their family greetings and meetings. Now, 

I say that if in their case the thing was not wrongñand I think 

I have proved in four respects that it was rightñit was in good 

houses, in good company, with good behavior, and for a good 

purposeñ the text gives a license for us to do the same, and to 

meet in our houses, in the company of our kith and kin, 

provided we feast after a good sort, and do it with the good 

intent of knitting our hearts, the one towards the other.  
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But againñgood men of old have feasted. Need I remind you of 

Abrahamõs making a great feast in his house when his child 

Isaac was weaned? Shall I tell you of Samson and his feasts, or 

of David, or of Hezekiah, or of Josiah, and of the kings who 

gave to every man a loaf of bread, and a good piece of meat, 

and a flagon of wine, and they cheered their hearts and made 

merry before God?  

But, let me remind you that feasting, so far from being evil, 

was even an essential part of divine worship under the old law. 

Do you not read of the feast of trumpets, the feast of 

tabernacles, the feast of the passover, the feast of the new 

moons, and how many other feasts besides? Come they not 

over again and again? Now if the thing were wrong in itself, 

God would certainly never employ it as an emblem and token 

of the divine, the pure, and the heavenly doctrines of His grace. 

It is impossible that God should have taken a wrong thing to 

be the type of a right thing! He might take a common good and 

make it the type of a special favorñbut not an evil thingñit is 

far from us to suppose such a thing of our God!  

Besides, did not the Savior Himself countenance a feast, 

and help to provide the guests with the wherewithal that they 

might have good cheer? Do you think the Savior out of place 

when He went to the wedding feast? And do you suppose that 

He went there, and did not eat and drink? Was it not said of 

Him, òBehold a drunken man and a wine bibber, a friend of 

publicans and sinnersó? Not that He was either drunken, or a 

wine bibber, but that He òcame eating and drinking,ó to dash 

to pieces the Phariseeism which says that that which goes into 

a man defiles a manñwhereas Christ teaches ònot that which 

goes into a man, but that which comes out of a man, that defiles a 

man.ó Jesus Christ, I say, was at the feast! And suppose you 

that He bore a sad countenance? Did He sour with the vinegar 

of a morose behavior, the wine with which He had filled the 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































